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COAC TRADE ENFORCEMENT AND REVENUE COLLECTION SUBCOMMITTEE
General description
Objective/Goal of the Subcommittee 
This Subcommittee aims to generate advice and develop recommendations that will improve enforcement of the trade laws of the United States and the collection of duties and fees.
Where does it fit in our trade transformation strategy?

IPR Working Group: Consistency & Harmonization, modernization, co-creation bi-directional education, partnerships

Regulatory Audit: Consistency & harmonization, modernization, co-creation, bi-directional education, partnerships

Bonds:  Modernization, co-creation, bi-directional education

AD/CVD:  Consistency & harmonization, modernization, co-creation, bi-directional education, partnerships
Chair/Co-Chair Names

The COAC Trade Co-Chairs are Karen Kenney, Chief Operating Officer for Liberty International, and Matt Fass, President of Maritime Products International.  The government Subcommittee Co-Chairs are Assistant Secretary Tim Skud from Treasury; CBP Director Cynthia Whittenburg (International Trade), and CBP Executive Director (Finance) Jaye Williams. 
Number of participants from COAC 

There are 7 COAC members in this subcommittee and the Subcommittee has met 4 times since the last COAC meeting on November 15th.  
Working Groups under Subcommittee
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
Goal: To assess the Distribution Chain Management (DCM) as a tool to better segment risk:  
Update: The IPR Working Group has determined that, for the time being, it will table the Global Shipment Identification Number (GSIN) concept for several reasons:  1) it may be an idea “before its time;” 2) there is concern about its expense to brand owners and importers; 3) we do not have metrics or data to indicate the return on investment.

Goal:  To assess other systems/programs that can be used for IPR purposes.  

Document Imaging System (DIS):  The Group is now focusing on DIS as a viable alternative to DCM.  Licensing agreements and other documents would be provided through the DIS to verify authentic shipments at the time of filing entry summaries.  The Group is exploring the parallel importing/licensee environment; IPR violations related to the importing of refurbished goods; ways to simplify the seizure process for small/express shipments; and the feasibility of a Trusted Trader IPR Importer Program, either as a “stand alone” or as part of C-TPAT.  The Group believes moving to discussions on DIS is moving us in the right direction and could be implemented far easier since it already exists.  
The group has met 4 times since the November 15th COAC meeting.  

Regulatory Audit Working Group (RAWG)
Goal: To provide feedback on planned enhancements to CBP’s Focused Assessment Audit Program. 

Update:  CBP has completed its updated draft of the Focused Assessment (FA) Pre-Assessment Survey (PAS) Technical Guide, and it is currently being reviewed within CBP and in the trade community.  All comments, from both COAC and CBP, will be compiled, evaluated and responses given.  When all comments are received and evaluated, the Working Group will determine whether it will make recommendations at the next COAC meeting.   Training begins on February 7th and this document will inform the nature of the training.
Since the last COAC meeting, the Working Group has held 4 meetings.

Bonds Working Group

Goal: This Working Group seeks COAC feedback on centralizing Single Transaction Bonds.
Update:  The Bonds Working Group members have focused on process maps, e-bond topics, and scenarios affecting Single Transaction Bonds. The Working Group agreed that the focus of this Group should be at the high-level strategic, rather than technical level.

CBP continues to visit ports around the country and meet with surety agents and brokers in an effort to gather information and feedback in preparation for the launch of Agile development on February 5th.

The Group has met 4 times since the November COAC.

Anti-dumping and Countervailing Duties Working Group

Goal:  This Working Group is still determining the exact task it will undertake, but one idea is the possibility of compiling compliance best practices and developing government-trade training on AD/CVD regulations.

Highlights
Accomplishments

IPR Working Group members have mapped different supply chains by mode of transportation, industry, brand owners, and how they interact.  The Group has discussed the simplified seizure process for low value shipments/abandonments, and is compiling a list of the top challenges express carriers have in the low value environment.  The Group is also putting together a list of documents, such as licenses, invoices, contract agreements, and photos of outer packages that can be transmitted to CBP through the Document Imaging System (DIS) to determine authenticity of goods.  The Group received a draft proposal of the Trusted Trader IPR Importer Program from an association, and is exploring whether such a program would be feasible as a “stand alone” or as part of C-TPAT.
The Regulatory Audit Working Group has provided useful feedback in several key areas the Focused Assessment Enhancement process and is currently compiling all comments and concerns that will be incorporated into the final document.
The Bonds Working Group has begun substantive work on the question of centralizing Single Transaction Bonds, and is receiving regular updates on CBP’s fact finding visits to ports and meetings with sureties and brokers.
The AD/CVD Working Group is presently defining a topic to explore.   
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