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Background

· The Trade Enforcement and Revenue Collection Subcommittee (TERC) and Intellectual Property Rights Working Group (IPRWG) assist the COAC in providing advice and recommendations to CBP on improving IPR enforcement.  They have been examining systems and programs to facilitate legal trade while helping CBP improve IPR targeting and enforcement. 

Current Status

· CBP and the IPRWG are examining the usability of the Document Imaging System (DIS) as a facilitation tool.  Importers/filers would voluntarily submit to CBP via DIS written and/or pictorial documentation as evidence of the authenticity of an importation.  CBP would evaluate this information in determining whether to place a shipment on hold, and to assist infringement determination if the shipment is examined.  The IPRWG is finalizing a list of documentation that might be provided to CBP via DIS at time of entry as evidence of authenticity.
· The IPRWG is engaging with CBP’s Trusted Trader program to explore how importers trusted for IPR compliance that are not a good fit for C-TPAT and ISA membership might fit with the Trusted Trader program.  The IPRWG is also exploring how such importers might fit with Centers of Excellence and Expertise work to facilitate trade.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CBP and the IPRWG are exploring an industry association anti-counterfeiting initiative proposed by a trade association.  The initiative’s focus is anti-counterfeiting practices that trade associations could enact among their members to prevent counterfeit goods from entering supply chains and to any handle counterfeits that are found in the supply chain.  The initiative could increase CBP’s knowledge of association membership supply chains and facilitate trade by identifying low risk importers.
· Simplifying the IPR enforcement process in the express consignment environment is also a CBP and IPRWG focus.  The seizure and forfeiture process for small consignments of counterfeit goods is identical to the process for large cargo shipments, so low quantity and value seizures of small consignments of counterfeit goods require almost the same outlay of resources as high quantity and value shipments.  The IPRWG and CBP are examining an approach to simplify the enforcement process for small shipments of counterfeit goods in the express environment in order to combat the burgeoning direct to consumer distribution of counterfeit products enabled by the internet.  
