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UPDATE ON SIMPLIFIED ENTRY 
SUMMARY 
CBP has delivered the first phase of Cargo Release, known as Simplified Entry (SE), in ACE.  The Simplified Entry pilot began on May 29, 2012 at three ports (Indianapolis, Chicago and Atlanta) to test Simplified Entry capabilities.  Simplified Entry filings have been successfully received at all three pilot ports.

The nine initial pilot filers are: AN Deringer, Expeditors, FedEx Trade Networks, FH Kaysing, Janel Group of New York, Kuehne & Nagel, Inc., Livingston International, Page & Jones, Inc and UPS.  Simplified Entries have been filed on behalf of four of the project’s major supporters from the importer community, Boeing, Lear, GE Energy and Nike. Four software developers have been active in providing software to the pilot participants. They include Descartes, Four Soft, Kewill and Questaweb. 

On July 25, 2012 CBP opened the pilot for volume testing of Simplified Entries by the initial pilot participants in the three pilot ports. Based on the success experienced, CBP continues to receive Simplified Entries from the pilot participants.  As of July 23, 2012 over 3,000 Simplified Entries have been filed for over 200 different importers.

CBP has been working with the trade on expansion plans and is in the process of deploying SE to additional airports using a regional approach.  

Work is also in progress on the Federal Register Notice to solicit additional pilot participants. We continue to work on developing and deploying additional functionality including incorporation of the Participating Government Agency (PGA) message set and the use of the Document Image System.  We are also working on a plan to expand Simplified Entry to the ocean environment. 

The delivery of Simplified Entry was accomplished within a year from the initial discussions of this functionality and is the result of a successful government/industry partnership. The Simplified Process Joint Industry-CBP Workgroup met for the first time in June 2011 with the goal of formulating viable solutions that are mutually beneficial and diminish the administrative burden related to importing into the U.S. 

Simplified Entry will streamline the data required to obtain release of products for cargo, eliminating the current entry (CBP Form 3461). 

The Simplified Entry Pilot is an outstanding example of what can happen when the government partners with the private sector in the development of an import process that increases the effectiveness and efficiency of CBP while providing excellent benefits to the importing community. 

BACKGROUND 
In December 2011, CBP selected 9 brokers to participate in its pilot test of Simplified Entry for air cargo. CBP received 40 applications in response to its November 9, 2011 Federal Register notice announcing the pilot. The Office of International Trade (OT) worked closely with the pilot participants to develop a pilot schedule that allows for robust systems testing for both CBP and the Trade. 

The goals of the Simplified Entry are to reduce transaction costs, expedite cargo release and enhance cargo security. A key feature of the Simplified Entry data set is that it separates the collection of shipment data and transportation data. The carrier submits the manifest/Air Cargo Advanced Screening (ACAS) security filing (as appropriate), and the broker or importer/self filer submits the Simplified Entry data set. The result is that instead of filling out 27 data fields and waiting until manifest information from the carrier is available to include on the entry, brokers or importers/self filers can submit the entry at any time prior to arrival in the United States and are only required to submit 12 data elements (plus three optional ones). 

Because data can be filed in advance, CBP can run its targeting earlier, ensuring that the goods aren’t held up for issues that could have been resolved pre-flight. If an ACAS filing has been submitted, CBP can then message a release indication on the goods much earlier in the transportation chain than occurs today. Filers can also update their submission as more accurate information about the transaction comes to them, all the way up to the arrival of the conveyance. If additional data is required, filers can resolve these issues before the plane leaves, or during transit, resulting in fewer goods held at arrival and more goods released into commerce quickly. Simplified Entry also streamlines electronic transmission for the filer, and assists importers in finalizing cargo logistics.
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