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MEMORANDUM FOR:
DIRECTORS, FIELD OPERATIONS

FROM:



Executive Director, Trade Enforcement and Facilitation 






Office of Field Operations

SUBJECT:


U.S.-Canada Softwood Lumber Agreement





Implementation Instructions

Background

The U.S.-Canada Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA 2006) was signed on September 12, 2006, and took effect on October 12, 2006.  The final text of the Agreement will soon be found on-line at the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) website at:

http://www.ustr.gov

The SLA 2006 is limited to those Softwood Lumber Products first manufactured into an eligible product of one of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) subheadings listed in Annex 1A of the Agreement.

The interim rule implementing the SLA 2006 was published in the Federal Register on October 18, 2006, and can be found on-line at the following URL:

http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=16816444697+4+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
Entry Requirements

Importers of SLA 2006 eligible products must provide the following information at time of entry summary filing:

1. Region of Origin of first manufacture – The identified Canadian Regions, provided for in Annex XXI of the Agreement, will be entered in the “Country of Origin” field on the CBP Form 7501.  A separate breakout is provided for British Columbia (BC) – BC Coast and BC Interior.  The code to identify this separate breakout will be XD for BC Coast and XE for BC Interior.
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2. Export Permit number issued by the Government of Canada – An Export Permit number must be provided for Softwood Lumber Products listed in Annex 1A of the Agreement.  Preceding the eight-digit Export Permit number will be an alpha code representing the Date of Shipment or an exclusion from export measures.  The first 12 letters of the alphabet represent the 12 months of the year (e.g., “A” 


represents January, “B” represents February, etc.).  The letter codes for exclusions are as follows:  “M” for Maritimes; “N” for Nunavut; “W” for Northwest Territories; “X” for Excluded Companies; and “Y” for Yukon.

For softwood lumber products that are not within the scope of the SLA 2006, but fall under a Harmonized Tariff Schedule number that is listed in Annex 1A, filers should input the following alphanumeric number in the Export Permit field:  P88888888

For shipments of softwood lumber products with a date of shipment prior to October 12, 2006, filers should input the following in the Export Permit field:  P88888888

3. Original Certificate of Origin issued by the Maritime Lumber Bureau (MLB) for Softwood Lumber Products exempt from SLA 2006 Export Measures – Importers are required to submit a paper CBP Form 7501 along with the original MLB Certificate of Origin for Softwood Lumber Products claiming an exemption from export measures on logs originating in the Maritimes or Maine.

Exclusions

Exclusions from Export Measures on Softwood Lumber Products are provided for in Article X of the SLA 2006.  These exclusions are:

· Softwood Lumber Products first produced in the Maritimes from logs originating in the Maritimes or Maine, that are:  (a) exported directly to the U.S. from a Maritime province, or (b) shipped to a province that is not a Maritime province, and reloaded or further processed and subsequently exported to the U.S.  An original MLB Certificate of Origin must accompany these products.

· First produced in the Yukon, Northwest Territories or Nunavut from logs originating therein.

· Produced by companies listed in Annex X of the SLA 2006.

De minimus Provision

There is no de minimus provision in the SLA 2006.  All shipments of softwood lumber products, regardless of value, must have an Export Permit, unless these shipments fall within the provisions under the exemptions listed above.
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Termination of the Agreement

The SLA 2006 shall remain in force for seven years after the Effective Date and may be extended by agreement of the Parties for an additional two years.

The SLA 2006 may be amended at any time by the U.S. and Canada in writing. 

Currently, the program updates to the Automated Commercial System (ACS) to allow for the electronic transmission of the Export Permit number have been completed.

Copies of this memorandum should be made available to Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Import and Entry Specialists, Inspectors, Brokers, Importers and other interested parties. 

Questions regarding CBP policy and procedures should be directed to Rhonda Griffin at (202) 344-1925.

Questions regarding the ABI system should be directed to Anthony Casucci (202) 772-2041.

       /S/

Vera Adams
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