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On behalf of the Role of the Broker Subcommittee we are pleased to report on the subcommittee’s last quarter’s activities. Work during this period has focused on several core initiatives and also continues to provide collaborating support to other subcommittees where both groups are impacted.  The majority of issues addressed by the subcommittee remain as an outgrowth of the initial seventeen recommendations brought forth by COAC in August of 2011. 
19 CFR 111 Re-write:
Elena Ryan has spearheaded an aggressive outreach effort to all members of the trade community relating to regulatory revisions under part 111.  During this period, we have come to recognize that not all of the potentially affected stakeholders are aware of the myriad of suggested revisions or substantive issues, and for many this presents the first opportunity to weigh in on those discussions.  We observe that the breadth of outreach is well done and well placed.  It has also become increasingly clear for the need to continue this outreach to guarantee the best final regulatory determination.  Key issues for discussion have centered on numerous concepts including but not limited to education, maintaining skill sets and credentials, adopting current business practices, maintenance of safeguards, potential creation of new opportunities for the trade, and embellishing the role of the broker.  All developments are in concert with government sector partners (CBP) and our joined initiatives to enhance security and provide logistical efficiency.  Work in this area continues throughout 2012.  
Education:
The concept of core education, continuing education and through the bi-directional educational initiative, continue as a prominent area of concentration from this subcommittee.  From the prospective of core education, initiatives to align trade and regulatory specialists with academia has yet to find a clear path.  The need, however, continues to be a crucial part of our country’s competitiveness on a world wide scale.  The concept of core education will remain as a focus for the betterment of our trade practitioners (from both private and government sectors).

Recognizing the ever changing nature of regulatory compliance, trade agreements and principles of international trade, it is imperative that trade practitioners remain current with law and regulation.  We recognize that this is a daunting task and continue to foresee its embodiment within the licensing provisions accorded to those providing advice in this area.  We believe that continuing education must be a regular practicum within any discipline for which trade and Customs matters are no exception.
We observe that the most progress to date has been realized through bi-directional education.  Herewith we see enumerable efforts to provide enhancing and continued education through various venues and means of communication.  We applaud this effort and commend its continuance.

Subcommittee collaboration:
Issues involving multiple sector viewpoints often arise and COAC is no exception.  In this vein, the broker subcommittee has collaborated with other subcommittees on issues that have the potential for wide impact and, therefore, best settled through the most reasonable margins of input.  The broker committee worked with the bond subcommittee on new data elements for reporting on the CF 5106 as well as discussing selective punitive measures including their impact on industry and small and medium size enterprises.
The relationship or role of the broker within the currently evolving Centers of Excellence and Expertise (CEES) has resulted in joint subcommittee efforts.  Herewith the developing methods are being examined from the mechanical means of coordinating through to the overall relationship of an agent to its principal within the evolving centers roles and responsibilities.  Collaborating work in this area will continue as the focus shifts from the most preeminent importers through to the potential applications for the majority of importers in the small and medium size sectors.

Enforcement and collection of anti-dumping duties continues as a key effort and concern for all stakeholders.  The broker subcommittee is pleased to support and add commentary through the anti-dumping subcommittee where applicable and appropriate.  We believe that the service sector input and the unique issues faced in that sector and for and on behalf 

of small and medium sized enterprises is and will continue to be an important economic concern.  Work to streamline and make the overreaching aspects of anti-dumping orders more logical and comprehensible remains a function of the anti-dumping subcommittee; however, the mechanics and practical applications in day to day processing directly affects all licensed Customs brokers (public and private). 
Precertification:
The initiative remains a work in process pending a formal announcement which should occur later this year.  We are looking forward to development of and promulgation of this trade opportunity.
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