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Proposal: Tiered Structure for C-TPAT Carriers

· The Commercial Operations Advisory Committee (COAC) has proposed that CBP develop for carriers a tiered security framework similar to C-TPAT importer partners.  
· Currently, a Tier 3 determination depends on a totality of cargo security best practices identified during the validation process.  An importer must show that it has exceeded the program’s minimum security criteria, as well as industry standards, by implementing innovative and/or advanced security measures. 
· COAC will be contacting some carriers and trucking associations to determine what additional benefits the industry is interested in and report back to C-TPAT.
· C-TPAT will consider recommended benefits and a Tiered benefit model for the highway carrier entity.

Proposal: Expand C-TPAT to allow Property Brokers
· The Transportation Intermediaries Association (TIA) contends that Property Brokers should qualify for membership in C-TPAT.
· There are approximately 12,000 Property Brokers – 95% only handle domestic cargo.
· TIA believes that 600-1,000 Property Brokers would apply to C-TPAT if allowed.
· Property Brokers are “travel agents for freight.”  Broker finds the best/safest mode.  

· Majority are domestic freight brokers.   Primarily move goods by truck.

· Property Brokers operations are similar in concept and role to Non-Vessel Operating Common Carrier (NVOCC).  Property brokers just use different modes of transportation.

Update: Launching of Mexico’s Industry Partnership Program - New Scheme of Certified Companies (Nuevo Esquema de Empresas Certificadas or NEEC)

· On November 10, 2011, an automated email message was sent from the C-TPAT web portal to all Mexican manufactures in the program.  The message encouraged the companies to apply for NEEC membership.

· NEEC is expected to begin accepting applications for membership in late December.

Update: Expanding C-TPAT membership
· C-TPAT’s goal is to increase joint foreign validations with other government agencies by 25 percent over the next 3 years.

· Mutual Recognition Agreements will increase by 50 percent over the next two years.

