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General Comment

ANSI-ASQ National Accreditation Board, is a non-profit U.S.-based body offering accreditation services under the ANAB, ACLASS, and FQS brands. ANAB provides accreditation to certification bodies that audit and issue certificates to ISO 9001 and other standards. We worked with the Department of Homeland Security to develop accreditation for the Private Sector Preparedness Voluntary Certification Program, known as PS-Prep.

ANAB proposes industry partnership with C-TPAT to improve administration of its program and to help ensure that C-TPAT partners improve the security of supply chains. The existing private-sector infrastructure for accredited certification of management systems is well qualified to effectively support limited public sector resources.

C-TPAT’s stated goals include the following:
• Certifying security profiles and security information provided by C-TPAT partners.
• Enhancing the validation selection approach and expanding the scope and volume of C-TPAT validations.
• Formalizing requirements for a C-TPAT self-policing tool and implementing periodic self-assessments.
• Improving administration of the C-TPAT program.

ANAB proposes to provide verification by means of accredited certification. Using criteria owned and maintained by C-TPAT, ANAB would accredit certification bodies to provide verification by means of an annual on-site review of C-TPAT partners. This would yield ongoing oversight and a continual improvement process. Moreover, outsourcing initial reviews and annual oversight to accredited certification bodies could free C-TPAT resources that would otherwise be engaged in work that is already be done effectively in the private sector. 

ANAB issued its first accreditation to an ISO 9001 certification body in 1989 and offers accreditation for more than 20 programs based on international and industry-developed standards. Our work is recognized globally through the International Accreditation Forum, whose goal is to facilitate global trade.

