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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Arizona State Office 
One North Central Avenue, Suite 800 

Phoenix, AZ 85004-4427 
www.blm.gov/az/ 

1610 (910) 
       July 13, 2007 

Mr. Kirk Evans 
Program Manager, SBInet 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
US Customs and Border Protection 
Washington, DC  20229 

RE:  Letter requests for information in support of an environmental assessment for the 
siting, construction, and operation of a technology-based borders security system 
(SBInet) near Yuma and Tucson, Arizona.  

Dear Mr. Evans: 

This is in response to your two letters to the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
received July 3, 2007 regarding the Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Secure 
Borders Initiative (SBI) Net project.  You request information in support of two  
environmental assessments (EA) for the siting, construction and operation of a 
technology-based border security system for the Tucson and Yuma Sectors. You request 
information on: 1) likely to anticipated environmental effects of the proposed project and 
permitting; and 2) other requirements with which SBInet would have to comply.  You 
indicate that the design phase for your proposal is planned for completion around fall 
2007 and, pending acquisition of all required permits and approvals, construction 
initiation is planned for late 2007. 

The BLM is very supportive of the mandates and responsibilities of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) and especially the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) efforts along the 
international border.  For some years, we have worked very closely with CBP USBP on 
the tactical infrastructure program and would like to be equally involved in the SBI and 
SBInet programs.  To facilitate effective and timely coordination, we especially request 
that you work closely with affected BLM offices to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements and to obtain the necessary land use 
authorizations and, for some areas, to coordinate the Roosevelt Reservation strip that 
crosses some public lands but not all parcels.

The three geographical operational corridors you describe for the Tucson Sector are:  the 
Douglas/Naco corridor (Douglas and Naco Stations) which includes the San Pedro 
Valley; the Nogales corridor (Sonoita and Nogales Border Patrol Stations); and the West 
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Desert corridor (Ajo, Tucson and Casa Grande Stations).  The Yuma Sector as described, 
not only includes lands managed by the BLM in Arizona, but lands in Imperial, Riverside 
and Los Angeles counties managed by the BLM in California. 

The extent of public lands managed by the BLM in Arizona includes 44 miles of border 
and 3.7 million acres spread from the east to the west boundaries.  Therefore without 
further detailed questions, it is not effective to respond to your request in detail in this 
letter.  Rather, you should contact individual offices (listed below) to ensure that both 
goals are met, especially to affirm the land status of public lands along the border and 
northward.  Specialists from these offices have great understanding of the resources on 
public lands, know the access routes to specific areas, previous environmental reviews 
and consultations and are responsible for reviewing and approving environmental 
documents required for BLM land use authorizations.   

If the proposed projects are on BLM managed lands, it is likely that you will need land 
use authorizations (permits) typically issued by the field offices. Field office specialists 
will need the specific project sites under consideration (preferably by township, range, 
section and subdivision) and project descriptions (e.g., description of proposed road 
maintenance or upgrades, installation of culverts, installation of foundations, remote 
video surveillance (RVS) technology, ground-penetrating radar, etc).  For a right-of-way, 
you, will need to file an application and initiate a cost recovery agreement with BLM.  In 
some areas such as Yuma, other agencies (Bureau of Reclamation) also exercise 
authorities requiring close coordination before BLM issues permits.   

Typically in BLM, we provide details and resolve questions thorough a pre-application 
meeting between CBP/contractors and the affected field offices. This step can save 
significant time by streamlining the process, avoiding unnecessary NEPA documentation 
and minimizing confusion and misunderstandings.  During that meeting, BLM offices 
can decide what levels of biological and cultural surveys are required and whether, for 
non-disturbing activities, a Right-of-Entry is needed for such surveys.

Offices for contacting and for the distribution of documents, including Arizona, New 
Mexico and California offices:

For overall coordination, in addition to myself:  
Bureau of Land Management 
Arizona State Office 
One North Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2203 
Attn:  Angela Mogel 602-417-9536 

For the Naco/Douglas Corridor: 
Bureau of Land Management 
Safford Field Office 
711 14th Avenue 
Safford, AZ 85546-3321 
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Attn:  Tom Schnell 928-348-4400 

Bureau of Land Management 
Tucson Field Office 
12661 East Broadway 
Tucson, AZ 85748-7208 
Attn:  Cindy Alvarez 520-258-7233 

Bureau of Land Management 
San Pedro Project Office 
1763 Paseo San Luis 
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
Attn:  Bill Childress 520-439-6421 

For the Nogales-Sonoita Corridor: 
 The above Tucson Field Office 

For the West Desert Corridor: 

Bureau of Land Management 
Yuma Field Office 
2555 East Gila Ridge Road 
Yuma, AZ 85365-2240 
Attn:  Bruce Rittenhouse 928-317-3318 

Bureau of Land Management 
Lower Sonoran Field Office 
21605 N. 7th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85027-2099 
Attn:  Kevin Harper 623-580-5500 

For the Yuma Sector: 
 Yuma Field Office (above) 

For California counties with BLM lands, please contact: 
 Bureau of Land Management 

California Desert District Office 
22835 Calle San Juan De Los Lagos 
Moreno Valley, CA  92253 
Attn:  Greg Thomsen 951-697-5237 

 Bureau of Land Management 
Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office 
P.O. Box 581260 
North Palm Springs, CA  92263 
Attn:  Janaye Byergo 858-451-1767 
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Bureau of Land Management 
El Centro Field Office
1661 S. 4th Street 
El Centro, CA  92243 
Attn:  Daniel Steward 760-337-4424 

For New Mexico BLM-managed lands: 
 Bureau of Land Management 

Las Cruces District Office 
 1800 Marquess St. 
 Las Cruces, NM  88005 
 Attn:  Lori Allen 505 525-4454 

Because of your proposed timeline, we urge you to meet very quickly with the affected 
field offices.  Once we understand your project locations, we may delegate a lead office if 
needed to expedite the process. 

Attached is a map which should aid you in determining which Arizona offices are 
affected.  If you have any questions, please contact me: 520-624-0560; telefax 520-388-
830; and, e-mail address is shela_mcfarlin@blm.gov. My mailing address is:  Bureau of 
Land Management, Federal Building, 300 West Congress, 6V3, Tucson, Arizona  85701. 

      Sincerely, 

      /signed/ 

      Shela McFarlin  
      Special Assistant for International Programs 

Enclosure:  AZ map 

cc: Dan Boelsche, Project Manager Yuma  Dan.J.Boelsche@cbp.dhs.gov
 Michael Pottery, Project Manager Tucson  Michael.B.Pottery@cbp.dhs.gov
















































































































































