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One U.S. Government at the Border
CURRENT STATUS: 

· U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is supporting the work of the COAC One U.S. Government at the Border Subcommittee (1USG@TB) and will serve as the conduit for providing Commercial Operations Advisory Committee key findings back to the Border Interagency Executive Council (BIEC).
· U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is working collaboratively and collectively with other government agencies, foreign governments and the trade community to better define and assess risk through increased automation and the sharing of information to encourage greater use of partnership and best practices to protect the U.S. consumer and to support economic prosperity and competitiveness.
· At the completion of the review and analysis of the information gathered by the subcommittee CBP will present the trade work product to the Border Interagency Executive Council.  

· The BIEC has expressed an interest in the work of the subcommittee.

· A joint call with the COAC Trade Facilitation Subcommittee to discuss the CBP Simplified Entry Initiative was held on September 13th.

· Coordination and mapping with the ITDS initiatives is being done to avoid duplicative work efforts specifically related to PGA message set, Cargo Release design and requirements. 

BACKGROUND:

· One key achievement designed to improve interagency cooperation is the Border Interagency Executive Council (BIEC).  The Council serves as an Executive Advisory Board to interagency import safety related issues.  This includes  legislation coordination, the development of information sharing mechanisms among participating government agencies, and risk-management strategies such as partnership with trusted traders, ensuring a “one” U.S. government approach to the border.
· A BIEC working group will explore the potential for the Document Imaging System technologies considering not only current capabilities, but potential use and impact on operation functions such as pre-arrival review, targeting, and supply chain compliance and certification. Simultaneously, CBP is undertaking efforts to develop and implement (DIS), a system designed to provide the capability for Trade Participants to submit documents electronically for review by CBP and the other government agencies.

· A BIEC working group will explore the feasibility of information sharing across agencies, accounting for regulations limiting how agencies can share data. Through greater information-sharing, the federal government can leverage inspection and regulatory expertise to facilitate admissibility determinations, provide advance notice of problems, and enhance enforcement capabilities.  
· A BIEC working group will explore options for a government-wide approach to partnership programs by reviewing existing partnership programs, analyzing best practices, and identifying obstacles to ensure an effective, consistent government approach to partnerships.

· The BIEC includes 10 chartered members: 
· Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

· Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

· Consumer Product Safety Commission

· Customs and Border Protection – current BIEC Chair
· Environmental Protection Agency

· Food and Drug Administration – current BIEC Vice Chair
· Food Safety Inspection Service

· Immigration and Customs Enforcement

· National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

· National Marine Fisheries Service
· Recent BIEC Activity:

· Last Meeting September 14, 2011

· Next Meeting targeted for early December

· Participants include Department of Treasury/ITDS Board of Director Chair and the National Security Staff.

· CBP is collaborating with the Canadian Customs (CBSA) in the formulation of the Single Window Initiative for the Beyond the Borders/Perimeter Vision process.  This initiative identifies specific steps that the US will accomplish by 2013 including the harmonization of government agency data requirements and the implementation of the required technology to  provide an electronic mechanism for the trade to submit the required information for imports.

· CBP has also been a participant in the WCO efforts for the modeling of both data and business process for international trade.  The PGA Message Set data elements have been mapped to the WCO data model to ensure consistency of definitions between the data for US government agencies and other foreign governments.

