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Lacey Act History

• Oldest wildlife protection statute in the U.S.
• First enacted in 1900
• Significantly amended in 1981
• Amended again in 2008 
• Designed to combat illegal trafficking of wildlife, 

fish or plants
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The Lacey Act Already Made it . . .

• Unlawful to import, export, transport, sell, 
receive, acquire, or purchase certain plants that 
are taken, possessed, transported, or sold in 
violation of the laws of the United States or any 
foreign law that protects plants.

• Unlawful to falsify documents, accounts or records 
of any plant covered by the Act
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The Amended Lacey Act

• Expands Lacey protection to broader range of plants
• Extends the statute’s reach to encompass products, 

including timber, that derive from illegally harvested 
plants

• The amendment also introduces a requirement for a 
Plant Import Declaration

• Substantive provisions in effect and enforced since 
May 22, 2008. Declaration requirement enforcement 
being phased in
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Purpose of the Lacey Act Amendment

• Prevent trade in illegally 
harvested lumber

• Prevent trade in wood 
products made from 
illegally harvested 
lumber

• Not intended as a tool to 
manage trade
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In plain language importers must: 

• Make sure shipments were obtained legally
• Make sure shipments’ documentation and records 

are true and accurate
• Make sure shipment is properly declared under the 

Lacey Act declaration requirement
• Note: Importers will depend on exporters for 

some of this information
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The Plant Import Declaration
• The declaration requires basic information about the 

shipment: scientific name of the plant, value, quantity 
and the name of the country in which the plant was 
harvested 

Does not require information on legality or “chain of 
custody”

Does not establish standards or require certification
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What if information is unknown?

• If species varies and is unknown: Importers must 
declare the name of each species that may have 
been used to produce the product

• If the species is commonly harvested in more than 
one country, and the country is unknown: 
Importers must declare the name of each country 
from which the plant may have been harvested
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Lacey Act Requirements in Effect
• A wide variety of products, to the extent that 

they contain covered plant products, are now 
covered by the Lacey Act prohibitions against 
trade in illegally harvested plants and plant 
products. 

• Even if a shipment of covered plants is not 
scheduled for enforcement of the declaration, 
the Lacey Act prohibitions still apply. 

• The declaration requirement is subsidiary to 
and supportive of the Lacey Act’s prohibitions.
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Penalties for Lacey Act Violations:
• Forfeiture—seizure of product
• Civil Penalties—Monetary penalties
• Criminal Penalties—Fines and potential imprisonment
• Unlawful plants or products are subject to seizure and 

forfeiture

Lacey Act Enforcement
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APHIS Lacey Act Website

• http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act/index.shtml
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What you will find there . . . 

• Link to PPQ Form 505: Plant and Plant Product 
Declaration Form

• Links to Lacey Act Federal Register Notices
• Links to other Lacey Act related Documents
• Link to look up for plant genus and species
• Link to Lacey Act Declaration email address
• Link to PPQ Stakeholder Registry


