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Current Activities 
· The IPR Subcommittee approved a Statement of Work (SOW) on August 3, 2011 that sets forth an agenda to address facilitation, enforcement, deterrence, partnerships, and modernization.  These five elements correlate to CBP’s 5-Year IPR Strategy.   
· CBP’s 5-Year IPR Strategy is a three pronged approach: facilitate, enforce, and deter.  It is underpinned by modernization, partnership, and investment in human capital, outreach and technology.  Facilitation is expedited processing to speed release of legitimate goods through advance information provided by supply and distribution chain management programs, and enhanced authentication tools.  Enforcement is interdicting and apprehending infringing goods, and includes training for CBP officers and cooperation with foreign governments.  Deterrence is causing consequences that change behavior in order to prevent future intellectual property theft, and includes penalties, audits and criminal enforcement.   
· The subcommittee has been working on enhancing facilitation efforts, which focuses on expediting the release of authentic goods.  Members of the trade community have been providing CBP with advice on the following objectives:  

· obtain advance information on low risk imports through supply and distribution chain management programs; 

· improve targeting to focus inspections on imports at high risk for containing IPR infringing goods; 

· streamline authentication of suspect goods through tools and technologies that work for multiple products and rights, and legal authority to share unredacted samples with right holders prior to seizure with appropriate safeguards for importers.   

· In the last COAC term, the IPR subcommittee discussed the possibility of creating an IPR component to the Importer Self Assessment (ISA-IPR) program.  Subcommittee members indicated that an ISA-IPR program may not be attractive to importers.  CBP is interested in other ideas for identifying shipments at low risk for IPR infringement.  

· The subcommittee is discussing CBP’s concept for distribution chain management.  Ultimately, this concept would include a code provided by right holders to the manufacturer, licensee, or importer to identify shipments of authentic goods.  This code would be presented to CBP at entry to facilitate release without delay.   The subcommittee is exploring technological solutions for this concept.   
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