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Executive Summary:   
 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has been collaborating with Members of the COAC 
Global Supply Chain Subcommittee and its ACAS Work Group on the transition of the ACAS 
pilot into a regulation through a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) as the next step.  To 
facilitate this discussion, CBP distributed an ACAS White Paper to the Subcommittee.  The 
discussions so far have been informative and productive, highlighting the ideas that are suitable 
and/or challenging to different stakeholders of the air cargo industry.   
 
Next Steps: 
 

• Recognizing that the White Paper has raised issues that would benefit from further 
deliberations among stakeholders, CBP is supporting the Working Group’s work plan and 
looks forward to learning about its outcome.   

• In order to facilitate Industry discussions, CBP will host a “live” exercise with all 
operational ACAS participants. 

• At the same time, CBP will continue to work towards issuing an NPRM by the end of the 
calendar year, and issue a second draft of the White Paper that will aim to consider the 
various comments received as much as practicable.  This will promote transparency, 
ensuring COAC Members are regularly apprised of CBP deliberations on the ACAS 
NPRM.   

 
Pilot Status: 
 

• Pilot Extension:  On April 23, 2013, a second notice in the Federal Register was 
published that extended the pilot for an additional six months.  Interested carriers can 
now apply for pilot participation again within the next thirty days.  The first notice was 
published on October 24, 2012 and expired on April 25, 2013. 

• Pilot Participation:  The diversity in the composition of the participants in the ACAS 
pilot has grown.  There are a total of 13 participants that are operational.  They consist of 
4 express consignment carriers, 5 passenger carriers, and 4 freight forwarders.  There are 
22 organizations that are close to becoming operational, or are testing connectivity and 
data transmissions.   

• ACAS Statistics:  Since December 2010, ACAS participants have transmitted more than 
76 million shipments to CBP.  ACAS review rates have stayed consistent at 1.23 percent.  
To date, zero “Do Not Load” messages have been issued.      

 


