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Issue:  Provide status on current COAC Recommendations for the C-TPAT Program.
Background:
Being a voluntary, partnership program, C-TPAT has always been responsive to its partners' needs and requests, and C-TPAT has tried to accommodate these requests when it was feasible, compatible with the minimum-security criteria, did not pose too great a risk, and could be accomplished within the parameters of maintaining a high level of security.
The Security and Accountability for Every Port Act of 2006 (SAFE Port Act) provided a statutory framework for the C-TPAT program and imposed strict oversight requirements.  It also mandated the relationship between the Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and Border Protection (COAC) and C-TPAT.  
Current Status of COAC Recommendations:

1) Establish Tier 3 Status for U.S./Mexico and U.S./Canada Highway Carriers

This summer C-TPAT conducted a survey of its members regarding various COAC proposals.  Regarding the proposal to allow Highway Carrier’s Tier III status, 55% of all members supported the proposal.  

Of those members opposed to the proposal, 73% of respondents felt it would give larger carriers an unfair advantage since they would be more likely to achieve Tier III status than smaller carriers.
Allowing Highway Carriers Tier III status is currently under consideration.

2) Allow SVI Number Query Access for All Users

C-TPAT is aware of the need for non-member service providers to have the ability to verify membership.  This requirement has been included in Portal 2.0, and the function to verify membership will operate on a semi-public basis.  Members will be able to designate non-members the ability to verify their membership status in much the same way that social networking sites operate today--by giving permission to “follow” a member’s status.

3) Develop a C-TPAT Status for Exporters
C-TPAT has been working on Exporter criteria, and C-TPAT expects to provide COAC with the proposed criteria to review during the first quarter of 2013.
4) Obtain User Input for C-TPAT Web Portal 2.0

On October 10, 2012, C-TPAT held a meeting with its development team and members from the trade to provide a preview of its next generation web portal (Portal 2.0).  Attendees from the trade were representatives from COAC and the Retail Industry Leaders Association (RILA).  

The development team demonstrated the new software platform and proposed functionalities for C-TPAT members and requested feedback/input from the representatives.  C-TPAT proposed the representatives form the core of an advisory trade panel that will work closely with C-TPAT as it continues to build Portal 2.0.

Beyond the Border and C-TPAT:

Update on Achieving Harmonization with Canada:

In 2008, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) signed a Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) between C-TPAT and the CBSA’ s Partners in Protection (PIP) program.  In 2009, CBSA and CBP leaders instructed PIP and C-TPAT to go beyond the MRA and harmonize the programs (to the extent possible). 

PIP and C-TPAT developed a two-step plan for achieving Harmonization.  The first phase was the integration of Highway Carriers.  PIP and C-TPAT developed single application requirements for Highway Carriers and conducted a successful pilot in the first quarter of 2011.  C-TPAT anticipates full implementation of phase I in the spring of 2013.
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