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Objective: Establish ACE as the single automated processing platform for all export manifest commodity, licensing, and export control transactions in keeping with the provisions of the Safe Port Act of 2006, the President’s National Export Initiative (NEI), and the Export Control Reform Initiative.
The Safe Port Act of 2006 - established the International Trade Data System (ITDS) under the Department of the Treasury to oversee an electronic data interchange system under the CBP ACE Modernization System. The major provisions of the Act include: 1) establishing a single portal system under CBP for the collection and distribution of import and export data required by all participating Federal agencies; 2) requiring all Federal agencies that require documentation for clearing or licensing the importation or exportation of cargo to participate in ITDS
The National Export Initiative (June 30, 2010) – establishes priorities for doubling U.S. exports over the next 5 years to create more jobs and removing barriers that impede the facilitation of trade.
The Export Control Reform Initiative (November 9, 2010) – established the Export Enforcement Coordination Center under DHS to coordinate all export control and licensing authority and IT systems that currently reside in multiple Federal agencies under one agency.

Background
· Currently the Automated Export System (AES) is used to capture export commodity data.
· There currently is no comprehensive automated system for the collection of export manifest data.
· The lack of an automated export manifest results in increased costs for CBP, exporters, freight forwarders, and others who need to rely on a paper based system, and does not enhance the facilitation of trade.
· The lack of an automated export manifest impacts the enforcement of export laws and regulations.
· The current AES system is not interfaced with ACE and therefore the export community and other Federal agencies are not benefitting from the ACE single window functionality for transaction processing, communication with CBP and the PGAs and export reporting capability.
· Trade users must maintain separate transactional communication protocols for export reporting.
Recommendations – Near Term

· Establish an interface between AES and the ACE platform to allow CBP and the PGAs access to export control and licensing information.
· Develop standard data set documents for exports to identify all CBP and PGA data elements required for export transactions.
· Develop the capability to accept document images to support manifest, commodity, or export control filings.
· Develop functionality for an Interoperability Web Based System (IWS) among CBP and the PGAs. 
Recommendations – Long Term

· Establish a single window processing platform in ACE to interface with the Census AES system and PGA operating systems.
· Evaluate feasibility of using the sea and rail manifest functionality to develop an export manifest for the sea and rail modes.
· Develop a multi-agency, cross functional working group to examine this functionality, comprised of representatives from CBP, ITDS/PGAs, and the trade community.
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