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This statement represents the third Executive Summary for this subcommittee.  This committee was formed earlier in 2011 and represents a diverse cross-section of the trade community with the following focus:

· Strengthening partnerships between CBP and the trade community to promote compliance with AD/CVD laws, policy and enhance enforcement

· Improving the effectiveness of AD/CVD risk assessment through better identification of high and low risk shipments and/or entities

· Identifying effective approaches for deterring AD/CVD violations

· Supporting other steps to enable more effective administration of AD/CVD operations.

The first few months has revolved around identifying areas of the greatest concern and discussing fresh ideas that we hope can lead to specific recommendations related to areas of improved effectiveness and efficiency in enforcing AD/CVD orders and collections.  However, during the course of discussions – one particular subject continued to arise as a concern touching many different areas:  the retrospective nature of our AD/CVD system.  Therefore, rather than simply acknowledge this as a complex concern but ignore our ability to address this as a possible core issue – we decided to focus directly on the retrospective nature of our system.
Although a complicated and technical issue, a significant amount of analysis and expertise has been devoted in recent years to analyzing the retrospective nature of our AD/CVD system.  This subcommittee worked diligently to understand the issue and the work that has already been done taking into account the variety of perspectives in the trade community.  The conclusion of this work is the following recommendation:

In order to effectively and efficiently administer the AD/CVD laws as well as maximize revenue collection, we recommend that CBP work together with other agencies (U.S. Department of Treasury and Department of Commerce) to jointly design a prospective AD/CVD duty assessment and collection system. Because such a system will require legislation, we recognize that the agencies should also consult with the relevant Congressional committees of jurisdiction throughout the development process, so that any legislation will culminate in workable regulations for administration by all of the agencies involved.  Given the amount of analysis and comments that already exist on this topic, we do not think it is an unreasonable goal to establish a framework available for both public comment and to serve as a base for legislative activity within the next twelve months.

The goal of this subcommittee remains the same as when it was established - to form specific recommendations and potential pilot projects that can help address ongoing concerns related to a range of collection and enforcement issues in AD/CVD cases.  We believed it was important and true to our mission statement to address the retrospective aspect of our system and to the extent that future work takes place on this subject – we believe the COAC represents a group of stakeholder representatives who can assist with additional analysis and recommendations.  Regardless of whether the U.S. maintains a retrospective system or moves to a prospective system, the subcommittee has already worked and will continue to work with CBP on a wide range of additional ideas to improve AD/CVD enforcement and collection with productive discussions that we believe can lead to valuable contributions in this arena.  We look forward to a continuation of this work in 2012 and a process that will result in tangible and effective recommendations.

