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SUMMARY
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) continued testing with trade pilot partners for Simplified Entry. Integrated testing with CBP systems has begun and is anticipated to take four to six weeks.  The Office of International Trade (OT) expects the first Simplified Entry to be filed in the spring of 2012.  
Simplified Entry provides importers with the chance to file a streamlined set of data earlier in the process.  An added enhancement, and a first-time feature for the Trade, is that a filer can amend the transmission.  This allows the Trade to provide the best available information at the time of filing, updating the information as needed.  The result will be more accurate shipment information available to CBP for targeting much earlier in the supply chain.   
Beyond the pilot, the future of Simplified Entry includes some exciting progress on the Participating Government Agency (PGA) message set, which is set to be incorporated in future deployments once the pilot gets underway.  Simplified Entry will also address linkages with the Document Imaging System (DIS), which allows the Trade to supply documentation needed electronically during the cargo release process to CBP and other Federal agencies. This will further enhance CBP’s efforts to provide “one-stop” service at the border.     

BACKGROUND
In December 2011, CBP selected 9 brokers to participate in its pilot test of Simplified Entry for air cargo.  The pilot participants are A.N. Deringer, Inc., Expeditors, Fed Ex Trade Networks, FH Kaysing, Janel Group of New York, Kuehne + Nagel Inc., Livingston International, Page & Jones, Inc., and UPS.  CBP received 40 applications in response to its November 9, 2011 Federal Register notice announcing the pilot.  OT has worked closely with the pilot participants to develop a pilot schedule that will allow for robust systems testing for both CBP and the Trade.  The goals of the Simplified Entry are to reduce transaction costs, expedite cargo release and enhance cargo security.  The key feature of the Simplified Entry data set is that is separates the collection of shipment data and transportation data.  Importers will supply shipment data via Simplified Entry, and carriers will supply transportation data via manifest, as they do today. 

In March 2012, CBP hosted several meetings at the pilot ports for Simplified Entry.  The meetings provided bi-directional education for both CBP and the Trade on how Simplified Entries will flow in the Air Mode of Transportation (MOT).  The Simplified Entry meetings were held at all three pilot ports: the Fed Ex hub at Indianapolis, Indiana on March 14th, the Chicago, Illinois Field Office on March 16th, and the Atlanta, Georgia Field Office on March 19th.  Participants included a variety of Trade and CBP representatives, ranging from the Staff to the Executive levels, who provided vital feedback at the half-day sessions.  
Under the Simplified Entry pilot, which will initially deploy in the Air MOT, the carrier will submit the manifest/Air Cargo Advanced Screening (ACAS) security filing (as appropriate), and the importer will submit the Simplified Entry data set.  Filers will provide the information as soon as it is available.  By filing well in advance, CBP can run its targeting earlier, ensuring that the goods aren’t held up for issues that could have been resolved pre-flight. CBP can then message a release indication on the goods.  If additional data is required, filers can resolve these issues before the plane leaves, or during transit, resulting in fewer goods held at arrival and more goods released into commerce quickly.  Simplified Entry also streamlines electronic transmission for the filer, and assists importers in finalizing cargo logistics. A detailed process flow of Simplified Entry is on page 3.  
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