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Executive Summary – May 2012

The Air Cargo Subcommittee continues to address implementation of the Air Cargo Advanced Screening pilot by identifying ACAS-related stakeholder issues and impacts and monitoring rollout of the pilot among air cargo supply chain participants such as air carriers and freight forwarders. Through the subcommittee, industry is working with CBP and TSA to assist with industry outreach efforts and over the course of the pilot, expects to make recommendations to assist in developing the framework for policy changes informed by pilot results.

At the February COAC meeting, the subcommittee voted on and approved recommendations relating to the limited-distribution draft of the joint CBP-TSA ACAS Strategic Plan. In March, CBP released the plan to the public at an air cargo industry event, and posted the plan to CBP and TSA websites. 

The subcommittee is developing a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document compiled from questions collected from various industry events, outreach sessions and from key air cargo supply chain trade associations. TSA and CBP are working to formulate responses to the FAQ’s and plan to post the working document to public websites as responses are developed. The FAQ’s will be continuously added to and revised as feedback is received from the public, and lessons are learned from operationalization of the ACAS pilot.

BDP International took a leadership role as an early participant in the ACAS pilot from the freight forwarder industry, initially testing ACAS for consolidations from Germany to the U.S., and will share key data points from their experience, as implementation progresses.  

Next Steps
Stakeholder Outreach and pilot expansion: Continue to expand participation of offshore forwarders in ACAS pilot program. Distribute and discuss CBP and TSA presentations and ACAS video to develop a generic communication tool to be used to inform industry stakeholders (and possibly foreign governments and global NGO’s). CBP, TSA, and Trade will continue to identify meetings and other venues for communication of ACAS initiative.

Monitor Pilot Program:Subcommittee members whose companies participate in the ACAS pilot, and trade associations serving on the subcommittee will continue to report on progress and lessons learned as the pilot progresses.  This feedback will be used to make any needed course corrections and procedural or policy changes to the ACAS framework as the pilot progresses toward the goal of regulatory adoption. 


