June 21, 2005

ENT-3: FO:TCF:SE:TA  LJW

MEMORANDUM FOR:
DIRECTORS, FIELD OPERATIONS 

FROM
:


Acting Executive Director, Trade Compliance and Facilitation





Office of Field Operations

SUBJECT:
Corrections to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule Affecting Originating Goods Under the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement

The U.S. Trade Representative issued a Federal Register notice dated June 20, 2005 (70 FR 35494) which modifies the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the Unites States (HTS) in order to correct errors in tariff rates for a small number of originating goods under the U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement (US-CFTA).  Upon implementation of the US-CFTA on January 1, 2004, tariff rates applied to those products were higher than the intent of the agreement.  

The Federal Register incorporates a complete list of the tariff numbers affected by this correction with the applicable tariff rate that should have been in effect at the time the agreement entered into force.  Moreover, the notice contains the current tariff rates for 2005 and the complete phase out schedule for each respective tariff.   For reference, the Federal Register notice is being attached.

Importers may request a refund for any excess duty paid as a result of the errors provided a written request is submitted to Customs and Border Protection (CBP) with sufficient information to enable CBP to identify each entry.  Refunds will be issued for liquidated entries through the 19 USC 1501 (19 CFR 173.3), voluntary reliquidation authority, for requests that are submitted within 90 days of liquidation.  Entries that have not yet reached final liquidation may be processed in accordance with procedures established for Supplemental Information Letters (SIL) or Post Entry Amendments (PEA). 

Copies of this memorandum should be made available to Port Directors, Assistant Port Directors, Supervisory Import Specialists, FTA Coordinators, Import Specialists, and Entry Specialists.  This memorandum should be passed to brokers, importers and other interested parties.  Please direct any questions regarding this memorandum to Lori Whitehurst at (202) 344-2722, or via cc:Mail.  

/s/

Lawrence J. Rosenzweig

Attachment: Federal Register Notice of June 20, 2005
cc:  
Director, National Commodity Specialist Division

       
Chief, Account Management 

