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Current Activities 
· The IPR Subcommittee approved a Statement of Work (SOW) on August 3, 2011, setting forth an agenda addressing facilitation, enforcement, deterrence, partnership, and modernization programs; these five elements correlate to CBP’s 5-Year IPR Strategy.   
· As America’s frontline, CBP protects our nation by combating IPR theft head-on with an aggressive 5-Year IPR Strategy with three goals: Facilitate, Enforce, Deter.  The Strategy is underpinned by modernization, partnerships, and investment in human capital, outreach and technology.  Facilitating trade includes expedited processing of legitimate goods through advance information, improving targeting, and enhancing authentication tools and technology.   Enforcement is interdicting infringing goods, and includes training for CBP officers, encouraging voluntary disclosure of IPR violations, and cooperation with foreign governments.  Deterrence is causing consequences that change behavior in order to prevent intellectual property theft, and includes penalties, audits and criminal enforcement.   
· At the December 17, 2011, COAC meeting in Washington, DC, the following subcommittee recommendations to enhance facilitation were approved::   

· obtain advance information on low-risk imports through supply and distribution chain management programs; 

· improve targeting to focus inspections on high-risk imports; 

· streamline authentication through tools that work for multiple products and rights, and legal authority to share unredacted samples with right holders prior to seizure with appropriate safeguards for importers.   

· On January 9-10, 2012, subcommittee members and CBP held a workshop to discuss distribution chain management.  CBP envisions a program in which each shipment is accompanied by a unique identifier that is transmitted to CBP prior to arrival.  This would enable CBP to authenticate an entire shipment prior to or immediately upon arrival without examining the goods. As a result of the workshop, the subcommittee is mapping various types of supply chains and CBP continues to gather information and consider technical requirements to implement a pilot program consistent with current business practices.
· On December 31, 2011, President Obama signed the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012.  Section 818(f) of the NDAA authorizes CBP to share information appearing on suspect merchandise, and its packaging and labels, including unredacted samples, with trademark holders to obtain assistance with counterfeit trademark determinations.  CBP recognizes that both right holders and importers have interests in our enforcement of IPR, and believes that procedures that appropriately balance these interests while allowing CBP to maintain an effective and efficient enforcement posture at the border are the best solution.  We intend to take these factors into account in implementing Section 818(f) of the NDAA. 
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