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CBP ISSUE STATEMENT

In order to comply with the provisions of the Safe Port Act 
of 2006, the President’s National Export Initiative (NEI)  and 

the President’s Export Control Task Force CBP is 
proposing to develop an automated export manifest and to 
enhance the Automated Export System (AES) to leverage 

existing CBP functionality for the benefit of the trade, PGAs 
and CBP.
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BACKGROUND 

• There currently is no automated pre-filed export manifest system and the 
trade, PGAs, and CBP are using a paper manifest for the processing of 
export shipments.

• The lack of an automated export manifest results in:
• Increases costs for CBP, the exporter, freight forwarder, carriers and all parties 

to the export transaction
• Impacts the enforcement of export laws and regulations by CBP and other 

government agencies
• Impacts facilitation of the movement of export shipments

• The Automated Export System (AES) is used to capture export commodity 
data for Census and CBP.

• AES is not currently leveraging existing CBP application such as ACE, DIS 
and IWS to provided enhanced benefits to CBP, PGAs and the trade.
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CURRENT STATUS

• The ITDS Board of Directors Report to Congress (December 2010) 
recommended that opportunities exist to enhance existing AES 
functionality to implement ACE/ITDS  goals.

• The Office of International Trade (OT) ACE Business Office (ABO) and the 
Office of Field Operations (OFO) developed a high level export 
requirements document in collaboration with the trade and PGAs.

• The Office of International Trade (OT), the Office of Field Operations 
(OFO) and the Office of Information Technology (OIT) are looking to start 
to capture the Operational Requirements for a export project to include 
work in automating export manifest and enhancements of the Automated 
Export System (AES) in collaborations with Census.
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• Develop an automated system for the submission of export manifest.
• Re-host of AES onto a modern platform.
• Enhance AES application, in collaboration with Census, to take 

advantage of the automated export manifest data and the USXPort 
system development for export license functionality. 

• Develop the capability for accepting document images to support 
manifest, commodity, and export control filings
• CBP is currently examining the possibility to leverage DIS to receive copies 

of the current export manifest as a interim step to help reduce cost for both 
the trade and CBP in the short term.

• Develop functionality to leverage the Interoperability Web Based
System (IWS) among CBP and the PGAs for export data.

Proposed Export Process Improvements
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• Allow for a reduction in transaction costs for the trade by providing a single 
window platform for processing import and export transactions and 
eliminating the huge costs of paper processing

• Streamline the processing and efficiencies for CBP field users by reducing 
the system time required to perform core functions

• Allow for advanced electronic review and targeting of export shipments
• Allow for a comprehensive view of all export transactions (manifest, 

commodity, licenses) from a single platform
• Provide a national account view of all trade filers and transactions on a 

nationwide basis for both imports and exports
• Provide the capability to access and view export transaction data and run 

reports for CBP, PGAs, and trade users

Benefits of a Fully Automated Export Process 
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• Address issues on the legal authority between DHS/CBP and 
Commerce/Census on access and use of the export data covered under 
Title 13 USC on security and confidentiality of the export data

• Develop interoperability systems, interfaces, and legal/regulatory authority 
to enable PGAs to access and use export data, that they are authorized to 
access, and develop appropriate data sharing authority among CBP, 
Census, and all PGAs

• Develop appropriate Memorandum of Understanding (MOUs), and Inter-
connectivity Security Agreements among all PGAs

CHALLENGES   
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LEGAL AUTHORITY  

SAFE Port Act of 2006 – Established ITDS under the Department of the Treasury to 
oversee an electronic data interchange system under the Customs & Border Protection 
ACE system.

Key Points:
⎯ Establish a single portal system, operated by the United States Customs and Border 

Protection, for the collection and distribution of standard electronic import and export data 
required by all participating Federal agencies

⎯ All Federal agencies that require documentation for clearing or licensing the importation 
and exportation of cargo shall participate in the ITDS

⎯ The Secretary shall be responsible for coordinating the operation of the ITDS among the 
participating agencies and the office within the United States Customs and Border 
Protection that is responsible for maintaining the ITDS

⎯ Shall, in consultation with the agencies participating in the ITDS, define the standard set 
of data elements to be collected, stored, and shared in the ITDS, consistent with laws 
applicable to the collection and protection of import and export information
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LEGAL AUTHORITY  

Office of Management and Budget directive M-07-23 – Issued September 10, 
2007
⎯ Requires Agency Use of the International Trade Data System to comply with 

Executive Order 13439 on Import Safety procedures and methods

⎯ Requires use of ITDS when collecting information to clear or license the import 
or export of cargo. ITDS is being implemented as part of the ACE project new 
import and export processing system

⎯ Requires Federal Agencies with import and export authority to appoint a 
senior executive to participate in the interagency team and develop an action 
plan for using ITDS. Agency action plans are to be completed by November 
2007 and agencies are expected to fully utilize ITDS by 2009.



QUESTIONS


