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Identical copies of the coordination letter from CBP (dated February 13, 2012) were sent to the 
following Federal and state agencies and Native American tribal representatives. 

Chairperson Louis Manuel 
Ak-Chin Indian Community Council 
Ak-Chin Him Dak Eco Museum and Archives 
47685 North Eco Museum Road 
Maricopa,  AZ  85239 

Chairperson Sherry Cordova 
Cocopah Tribal Council 
Cocopah Museum 
County 15th and Avenue G 
Somerton,  AZ  85350 

Honorable Jeff Houser, Chairman 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Rt 2, Box 121 
Apache,  OK  73006 

Governor William Rhodes 
Gila River Indian Community 
315 West Casa Blanco Road 
Sacaton,  AZ  85247 

Honorable Benjamin H. Nuvamsa, Charirman 
Hopi Tribal Council 
1 Main Street 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

Honorable Mark Chine, President 
(Ms. Holly Houghton, Cultural Affairs Office) 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
124 Chiricahua Plaza 
Mescalero,  NM  88340 

Chairman Peter Yucupicio 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 
7474 South Camino de Oeste 
Tucson,  AZ  85746 

President Diane Enos 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
10005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale,  AZ  85256 



Chairperson Wendsler Nosie 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology Department 
San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos,  AZ  85550 

Honorable Ronnie Lupe, Chairman 
(Mr. Mark Altaha, THPO) 
White Mountain Apache Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 700 
White River,  AZ  75941 

Chairman Jose Vernon 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairwoman Marla Henry 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairwoman Geneva Ramon 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Director Selso Villegas 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Ms. Karen Howe, Ecologist 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 



Mr. Peter Steere 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairman Ivan Smith 
Tonto Apache Tribe 
Tonto Apache Tribe Reservation #30 
Payson,  AZ  85541 

Mr. Ned Norris, Chairperson 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Main Tribal Building Business Loop 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Mr. Carlos Rivera, County Manager 
Santa Cruz County 
2150 N. Congress Drive 
Nogales,  AZ  85621 

Mr. Chuck Huckelberry, County Administrator 
Pima County 
130 West Congress Street, 10th Floor 
Tucson,  AZ  857001 

Senator John McCain 
United States Senate 
241 Russell Senate Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0303 

Senator Jon Kyl 
United States Senate 
730 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0304 

Representative Raul Grijalva 
United States House of Representatives 
1440 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0307 

Representative Gabrielle Giffords 
United States House of Representatives 
502 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0308 



Ms. Jody Latimer 
Arizona State Land Department 
1616 West Adams Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Ms. Kimberly Nicol, Regional Manager 
California Department of Fish and Game 
3602 Inland Empire Boulevard 
Suite C-220 
Ontario,  CA  91764 

Ms. Kristin Terpening, Region V Habitat Specialist 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
555 N. Greasewood Road 
Tucson,  AZ  85745 

Ms. Laura Canaca, Project Evaluation Program Supervisor 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
2221 West Greenway Road 
Phoenix,  AZ  85023 

Ms. Leesa Morrison, Homeland Security Advisor 
Arizona Department of Homeland Security 
1700 West Washington 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Mr. Steve Owens, ADEQ Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
400 West Congress 
Suite 433 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 

Mr. Mark Sturm 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
10 Organ Pipe Drive 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Mr. Benjamin Grumbles, Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 West Washinton Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Mr. Patrick Gower 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
6010 Hidden Valley Road, Suite 101 
Carlsbad,  CA  92011 



Mr. Jim Bartel, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
6010 Hidden Valley Road, Suite 101 
Carlsbad,  CA  92011 

Dr. Benjamin Tuggle, Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque,  NM  87103-1306 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Arizona Ecological Services Field Office 
Steve Spangle, Field Supervisor 
2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021-4915 

Mr. Michael Horton, National Section 7 Coordinator 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 420 
Arlington,  VA  22203 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Arizona Ecological Services Field Office 
Ms. Jean Calhoun, Assistant Field Supervisor 
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141 
Tucson,  AZ  85745 

Ms. Karen Vitulano 
U.S. Environmental Review Office, Mail Code CED-2 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105-3901 

Ms. Laura Yoshii, Acting Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 

Ms. Lisa Hanf. Office of Federal Activities 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 

Mr. Nova Blazej 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 



Colonel Thomas H. Magness, District Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
915 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 980 
Los Angeles,  CA  90017 

Ms. Marjorie Blaine 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
5205 East Comanche Street 
Tucson,  AZ  85707 

Mr. Lee Baiza, Superintendent 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
10 Organ Pipe Drive 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Mr. Bernie Kruse, Supervisory General Engineer 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
4171 North Mesa 
Building C, Suite 310 
El Paso,  TX  79902 

Mr. Edward Drusina, Commissioner 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
4171 North Mesa 
Building C, Suite C-100 
El Paso,  TX  79902-1441 

Mr. Sid Slone, Manager 
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge 
1611 North Second Avenue 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Ms. Roberta Lopez 
Bureau of Land Management 
711 14th Avenue 
Safford,  AZ  85546 

Ms. Elaine Raper, Acting District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
21604 North 7th Avenue 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021 

Ms. Kathy Pedrick 
Bureau of Land Management 
One North Central Avenue, Suite 800 
Phoenix,  AZ  85004 



Bureau of Land Management 
Tucson Field Office 
Mr. Brian Bellew, Field Manager 
12661 East Broadway 
Tucson,  AZ  85748-7208 

Mr. Carlos de la Torre 
Cochise County Community Development 
1415 Melody Lane 
Bisbee,  AZ  85603 

Ms. Sharon Bronson, Pima County Supervisor District 3 
130 West Congress Street, 11th Floor 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 

Mr. John Renison, Imperial County Supervisor District 1 
940 Main Street 
El Centro,  CA  92243 

Mr. Robert Pickels, Yuma County Administrator 
198 S. Main Street 
Yuma,  AZ  85364 
�

















Yuma_County_Response

From: HASSELL, MARY D. [mailto:MARY.D.HASSELL@cbp.dhs.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 1:56 PM 
To: Fernando Villegas 
Cc: Maggie Castro; MILLER, PAULA M; Sherry Ethell 
Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment

Dear Mr. Villegas,

Thank you for your letter and comments.  They will be considered as part of our 
environmental analysis 
process and your letter will become part of our administrative record for this 
project.

Respectfully,

Mary

Mary D. Hassell, CEP
Head, Environmental and Real Estate Program
Office of Technology, Innovation and Acquisition
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Department of Homeland Security
Office: 571-468-7512
Cell: 202-731-9655
mary.d.hassell@cbp.dhs.gov

Confidentiality Note: This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is 
addressed and 
may contain information that is privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected 
from disclosure. 
Dissemination, distribution, or copying of this e-mail or the information herein by 
anyone other 
than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in 
error, please notify 
by reply e-mail and destroy the original message and all copies.

From: Fernando Villegas [mailto:Fernando.Villegas@yumacountyaz.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2012 2:51 PM 
To: MILLER, PAULA M; HASSELL, MARY D. 
Cc: Maggie Castro 
Subject: Environmental Assessment

March 27, 2012

Michael B. Potter
Project Manager
Remote Video Surveillance Systems
CBP/OTIA Program Management Office

Re:       Environmental Assessment for the Construction and Operation of Remote 
Video
Surveillance (RVSS) Towers, Office of technology Innovation and Acquisition (OTIA), 
U.S. Border Patrol, Tucson and Yuma Sector, Arizona.

Dear Mr. Potter:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the sites proposed for surveillance tower 
locations.
According to your letter, five surveillance towers are proposed in Yuma County. Two 
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Yuma_County_Response
existing
towers will be replaced and three new towers are proposed.  You have also identified
two
alternate tower locations. 

Two sites are proposed to be located in the unincorporated area of Yuma County 
(tower
identified as YUM-YUS-0543 and alternate tower location YUM-YUS-0549). The rest of 
the
sites are located in the city limits of the City of San Luis, Arizona.

The proposed tower location YUM-YUS-0543 is along the border line and the alignment 
of
Avenue 4E.  Both the proposed and the alternate location YUM-YUS-0549 are located 
inside an 
area designated by Arizona Game and Fish Department as important habitat area for 
the Flat-
tailed Horned Lizard. This area is designated as Sensitive Areas & Resource Lands in
the Yuma 
County 2020 Comprehensive Plan. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information regarding 
these
comments.

Sincerely,

Fernando Villegas, Planner II
Yuma County Planning and Zoning Division

cc:        Maggie Castro, Planning Section Manager
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Identical copies of the draft Environmental Assessment transmittal letter from CBP were sent to 
the following Federal and state agencies and Native American tribal representatives. 

Chairperson Louis Manuel 
Ak-Chin Indian Community Council 
Ak-Chin Him Dak Eco Museum and Archives 
47685 North Eco Museum Road 
Maricopa,  AZ  85239 

Chairperson Sherry Cordova 
Cocopah Tribal Council 
Cocopah Museum 
County 15th and Avenue G 
Somerton,  AZ  85350 

Honorable Jeff Houser, Chairman 
Fort Sill Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Rt 2, Box 121 
Apache,  OK  73006 

Governor William Rhodes 
Gila River Indian Community 
315 West Casa Blanco Road 
Sacaton,  AZ  85247 

Honorable Benjamin H. Nuvamsa, Charirman 
Hopi Tribal Council 
1 Main Street 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

Honorable Mark Chine, President 
(Ms. Holly Houghton, Cultural Affairs Office) 
Mescalero Apache Tribe 
124 Chiricahua Plaza 
Mescalero,  NM  88340 

Chairman Peter Yucupicio 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 
7474 South Camino de Oeste 
Tucson,  AZ  85746 

President Diane Enos 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community 
10005 East Osborn Road 
Scottsdale,  AZ  85256 



Chairperson Wendsler Nosie 
San Carlos Apache Tribe 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology Department 
San Carlos Avenue 
San Carlos,  AZ  85550 

Honorable Ronnie Lupe, Chairman 
(Mr. Mark Altaha, THPO) 
White Mountain Apache Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 700 
White River,  AZ  75941 

Chairman Jose Vernon 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairwoman Marla Henry 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairwoman Geneva Ramon 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Director Selso Villegas 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Ms. Karen Howe, Ecologist 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Mr. Ned Norris, Chairperson 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Main Tribal Building Business Loop 
Sells,  AZ  85634 



Mr. Peter Steere 
Tohono O’odham Nation 
Tohono O’odham Nation Administration Building 
49 Main Street 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

Chairman Ivan Smith 
Tonto Apache Tribe 
Tonto Apache Tribe Reservation #30 
Payson,  AZ  85541 

President Keeny Escalanti, Sr. 
Quechan Tribe 
P.O. Box 1899 
Yuma,  AZ  85366-1899 

Mr. Carlos Rivera, County Manager 
Santa Cruz County 
2150 N. Congress Drive 
Nogales,  AZ  85621 

Mr. Chuck Huckelberry, County Administrator 
Pima County 
130 West Congress Street, 10th Floor 
Tucson,  AZ  857001 

Senator John McCain 
United States Senate 
241 Russell Senate Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0303 

Senator Jon Kyl 
United States Senate 
730 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0304 

Representative Raul Grijalva 
United States House of Representatives 
1440 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0307 

Representative Gabrielle Giffords 
United States House of Representatives 
502 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-0308 



Ms. Jody Latimer 
Arizona State Land Department 
1616 West Adams Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Ms. Kimberly Nicol, Regional Manager 
California Department of Fish and Game 
3602 Inland Empire Boulevard 
Suite C-220 
Ontario,  CA  91764 

Ms. Kristin Terpening, Region V Habitat Specialist 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
555 N. Greasewood Road 
Tucson,  AZ  85745 

Ms. Laura Canaca, Project Evaluation Program Supervisor 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
2221 West Greenway Road 
Phoenix,  AZ  85023 

Ms. Leesa Morrison, Homeland Security Advisor 
Arizona Department of Homeland Security 
1700 West Washington 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Mr. Steve Owens, ADEQ Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
400 West Congress 
Suite 433 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 

Mr. Mark Sturm 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
10 Organ Pipe Drive 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Mr. Benjamin Grumbles, Director 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 West Washinton Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Mr. Stefan Awender 
California Department of Fish and Game 
P.O. Box 2160 
Blythe,  CA  92225 



Mr. Benjamin Darwin 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
1110 West Washinton Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85007 

Mr. Patrick Gower 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
6010 Hidden Valley Road, Suite 101 
Carlsbad,  CA  92011 

Mr. Jim Bartel, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
6010 Hidden Valley Road, Suite 101 
Carlsbad,  CA  92011 

Dr. Benjamin Tuggle, Regional Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
P.O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque,  NM  87103-1306 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Arizona Ecological Services Field Office 
Steve Spangle, Field Supervisor 
2321 West Royal Palm Road, Suite 103 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021-4915 

Mr. Michael Horton, National Section 7 Coordinator 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 420 
Arlington,  VA  22203 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Arizona Ecological Services Field Office 
Ms. Jean Calhoun, Assistant Field Supervisor 
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141 
Tucson,  AZ  85745 

Ms. Karen Vitulano 
U.S. Environmental Review Office, Mail Code CED-2 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105-3901 

Ms. Laura Yoshii, Acting Regional Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 



Ms. Lisa Hanf. Office of Federal Activities 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 

Mr. Nova Blazej 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco,  CA  94105 

Colonel Thomas H. Magness, District Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
915 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 980 
Los Angeles,  CA  90017 

Ms. Marjorie Blaine 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
5205 East Comanche Street 
Tucson,  AZ  85707 

Mr. Lee Baiza, Superintendent 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument 
10 Organ Pipe Drive 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Mr. Bernie Kruse, Supervisory General Engineer 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
4171 North Mesa 
Building C, Suite 310 
El Paso,  TX  79902 

Mr. Edward Drusina, Commissioner 
International Boundary and Water Commission 
4171 North Mesa 
Building C, Suite C-100 
El Paso,  TX  79902-1441 

Mr. Sid Slone, Manager 
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge 
1611 North Second Avenue 
Ajo,  AZ  85321 

Ms. Roberta Lopez 
Bureau of Land Management 
711 14th Avenue 
Safford,  AZ  85546 



Ms. Elaine Raper, Acting District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
21604 North 7th Avenue 
Phoenix,  AZ  85021 

Ms. Kathy Pedrick 
Bureau of Land Management 
One North Central Avenue, Suite 800 
Phoenix,  AZ  85004 

Bureau of Land Management 
Tucson Field Office 
Mr. Brian Bellew, Field Manager 
12661 East Broadway 
Tucson,  AZ  85748-7208 

Mr. Carlos de la Torre 
Cochise County Community Development 
1415 Melody Lane 
Bisbee,  AZ  85603 

Ms. Sharon Bronson, Pima County Supervisor District 3 
130 West Congress Street, 11th Floor 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 

Mr. John Renison, Imperial County Supervisor District 1 
940 Main Street 
El Centro,  CA  92243 

Mr. Robert Pickels, Yuma County Administrator 
198 S. Main Street 
Yuma,  AZ  85364 

Bureau of Reclamation 
Yuma Area Office 
Attn: Ms. Jennifer McCloskey 
7301 Calle Agua Salada 
Yuma,  AZ  85364 

Bureau of Land Management 
Yuma Field Office 
Attn: Mr. John MacDonald 
2555 East Gila Ridge Road 
Yuma,  AZ  85365 



California Environmental Protection Agency 
Attn: Mr. Ricardo Martinez 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento,  CA  95812-2815 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Colorado River Basin Region 
Attn: Mr. Robert Perdue 
73-720 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 100 
Palm Desert,  CA  92260 

California State Clearing House 
Attn: Mr. Ken Alex 
1400 Tenth Street 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 

Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson 
California State Historic Preservation Officer 
Attn: Susan Stratton 
1416 9th Street, Room 1442-7 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 

Ms. Greta Anderson 
P.O. Box 
Tucson, AZ  85702 

Mr. Craig Miller 
110 Church Street, Suite 4292 
Tucson, AZ  85701 

Ms. Elizabeth Alvarez del Castillo 
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From: Wendy S. LeStarge [mailto:LeStarge.Wendy@azdeq.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 22, 2012 1:10 PM 
To: HASSELL, MARY D 
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Subject: Draft Environmental Assessment for Remote Video Surveillance Systems Upgrade Program in Tucson and Yuma 
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named above by reply e-mail, and then delete the original e-mail. Thank you.�





























[NOTE: Comments are presented in comment response matrix at end of this Appendix.]





 

 

 
July 6, 2012 
 
Ms. Mary D. Hassell 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
Office of Technology Innovation and Acquisition 
1901 S. Bell Street, Room 7-001 
Arlington, VA 20598 
 
Re: Comments on Remote Video Surveillance Systems (RVSS) Upgrade Program (New Towers) 
Draft EA and Proposed FONSI, Tucson and Yuma Sectors, Arizona 
 
Dear Ms. Hassell: 
 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department (the Department) provides the following comments for 
your consideration concerning the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and Proposed Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for Remote Video Surveillance Systems (RVSS) Upgrade 
Program (New Towers), U.S. Border Patrol, Tucson and Yuma Sectors, Arizona: 
 

 Document size  the Draft EA is a considerably large document, arguably too large to 
allow adequate review by the public and agency reviewers in a timely fashion. Several 
areas of the document could be condensed without loss of important content. For 
example, rather than including 112 pages of repetitive copies of the initial project 
notification letter in Appendix A, a simple list of agencies/other entities sent this letter 
would accomplish the same purpose while saving reviewer time and doubtless paper, 
considering the likely scenario that some reviewers may choose to print the document for 
review. 

 The maps presented in Appendices B and C could be combined, thereby eliminating an 
additional 20 pages. 

 The species observed list is essentially meaningless without an indication of which 
species were observed at which locations, and doesn  

 Appendix E contains the entire list of Arizona special status species, for every county in 
the state. Much of this is completely irrelevant for this EA, and again a considerable 
number of pages in the document could be eliminated through a simple request to the 
Department to generate a list for only those counties within the project region of 
influence (ROI).      

 
addressed to Ms. Mary D. Hassell, dated April 17, 2012. 



 

 
 

 Page 3- -

conditions given for these surveys overall, or by site, there is insufficient information 
given to determine whether conditions were suitable for those species to be active during 
the surveys and whether or not they would be apparent to the surveyor. Also, there is no 
indication of the amount of time spent conducting these surveys and no specific survey 
methodology is described. 

 We did not find any mention of the increased risk of predation on flat-tailed horned 
lizards from raptors afforded increased hunting perches via construction of the RVSS 
towers within the lizard s range. If CBP does not intend to include perch deterrents on 
towers located within the flat-
Yuma Desert Management Area, please provide justification for that decision.  

 The discussion provided regarding agaves, saguaros, and organ-pipe cacti would be more 
informative if it included a break-down by tower (i.e., number of each class of succulent 
present by individual tower) and description of the surrounding vegetation at each of 
those sites t -
nosed bat forage plants on each tower site in relation to the surrounding landscape. 

 Page 4-10, lines 40-46 are somewhat contradictory. The statement is made that both 
short-term and long-term reductions in forage availability (related to project activities) 

s unlikely, and if present, 
It is not clear what conservation measures would make those effects 

discountable. 
 Section 5.4 needs to include Best Management Practices (BMPs) to address impacts to 

flat-tailed horned lizards and desert tortoise. A statement is made on page 3-47 that 
vehicle speeds would be restricted due to the presence of Sonoran pronghorn, making the 
potential for a vehicle striking a tortoise discountable. Because a tortoise is considerably 
smaller than a pronghorn and thus not nearly as visible to a driver as a pronghorn, this 
statement is not justified. Further, the BMP proposed for Sonoran pronghorn (i.e., 
seasonal vehicle restrictions) would be in effect only from March 15 to July 15. Desert 
tortoises are active during other times of the year and would therefore be at risk from 
vehicle strikes outside those seasonal restriction periods.  

 
should would n page 3-
43 and including reference to this in the FONSI and the pending restoration plan. 

 There are contradictory statements on page 3-47, 1st paragraph: the statement is made that 
no desert tortoise individuals or sign were observed, yet there is menti

tortoise was, or was not found. 
 Mitigation measures in the EA are inadequate. In particular there are no measures 

suggested to offset the loss of habitat. It is the policy of the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission that the Department seek wildlife and wildlife habitat compensation at a 100 
percent level, when feasible, for actual or potential habitat losses resulting from land and 
water projects. 

 
The Department thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft EA for the RVSS 
Upgrade Program. As the state agency responsible for the conservation, enhancement, and 



 

 
 

the Department encourages 
project proponents to avoid and minimize negative impacts, and when possible enhance and/or 
improve habitat conditions. The Department has produced a number of wildlife-friendly 
guidelines (http://www.azgfd.gov/hgis/guidelines.aspx) and can provide additional expertise to 
CBP in regard to wildlife connectivity, habitat management, and mitigation strategies. In 
particular, we recommend your compliance with the Tortoise Handling Guidelines, Mitigation 
Measures for Desert Tortoises, and Survey Guidelines for Consultants available from the above 
web address. 

Please contact me at kterpening@azgfd.gov, or 520-388-4447, if you have any questions 
regarding this letter. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kristin Terpening, Habitat Specialist, Region V 
 
cc: John Windes, Habitat Program Manager, Region V (via email) 
 Laura Canaca, Project Evaluation Program Manager (via email) 
 Jean Calhoun, Assistant Field Supervisor, Fish and Wildlife Service, Tucson, AZ 
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