The Departmental Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and
Border Protection and Related Functions (COAC)

Executive Summary of Work for

Subcommittee on Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD)

This statement represents the seventh Executive Summary for this subcommittee.  The mission of this subcommittee remains its focus on the following:  

· Strengthening partnerships between CBP and the trade community to promote compliance with AD/CVD laws, policy and enhance enforcement

· Improving the effectiveness of AD/CVD risk assessment through better identification of high and low risk shipments and/or entities

· Identifying effective approaches for deterring AD/CVD violations

· Supporting other steps to enable more effective administration of AD/CVD operations.

This subcommittee has continued to work regularly through bi-weekly phone conferences.  We continue to discuss a wide range of issues with our most recent work focused on the following:

-
Discussion of efforts by CBP regarding the recent policy initiative focused on increased emphasis of single transaction bonds (STB) as a requirement for additional security for AD/CVD concerns.  CBP has emphasized that this is not viewed as a new policy or authority but rather an attempt to better utilize a tool in the current CBP arsenal to protect revenue under certain particularly high risk circumstances.  This subcommittee engaged in extensive discussion on this topic recognizing the important issues from all sides and providing feedback related to the functional application of this bonding requirement.  The application of STB’s as well as AD/CVD bonding in general will likely remain a topic of ongoing discussion.

-
Continued discussion on efforts to develop trade intelligence and effective bi-directional education.  This included a call where a representative from Immigration and Customs Enforcement/Homeland Security Investigations (ICE/HSI) addressed the subcommittee about its work and the subcommittee provided feedback indicating its desire to for all stakeholders to continue to coordinate as effectively as possible.  This trade intelligence/education topic also included a subcommittee discussion about a recent example of specific industry outreach – a joint CBP/ICE-HSI meeting with representatives from the seafood industry related to ongoing AD/CVD enforcement issues.

-
Continued general discussion of the scope review process as it relates to CBP duty collection issues, including some of the particular challenges posed to small/medium enterprises (SME), with the hope that future subcommittee work can include outreach with the Department of Commerce.

-
An initial review including subcommittee feedback related to a draft of CBP’s 5 year AD/CVD strategy.
The subcommittee also wishes to thank CBP for their rapid response to our May 2012 recommendation to provide a list of current AD/CVD cases and the respective HTS numbers and countries associated with those cases.  We note this information was placed on CBP’s website shortly after the last full COAC meeting in Savannah.  We encourage CBP to update this information frequently so the importing community may utilize this data to improve compliance in this important area.

Moving forward – this subcommittee will continue to discuss issues in accordance with our mission and looks forward to continued work with CBP and the trade.
