The Departmental Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and
Border Protection and Related Functions (COAC)

Executive Summary of Work for

Subcommittee on Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD)

This statement represents the second Executive Summary for this subcommittee.  As background, this is new subcommittee formed earlier this year.  It represents a diverse cross-section of the trade community with the following focus:

· Strengthening partnerships between CBP and the trade community to promote compliance with AD/CVD laws, policy and enhance enforcement

· Improving the effectiveness of AD/CVD risk assessment through better identification of high and low risk shipments and/or entities

· Identifying effective approaches for deterring AD/CVD violations

· Supporting other steps to enable more effective administration of AD/CVD operations.

It has been an unusually short period of time since the first COAC of this new session in Long Beach and this subcommittee has only had the opportunity to meet twice since the Long Beach meeting.  The meetings have continued what have been candid and productive discussions covering a range of topics identified as high-priority ideas where COAC may be in a good position to provide specific feedback and recommendations.  The most recent discussions have included the following areas: 
· A more detailed discussion about how the bonding process could be utilized as an effective tool to help ensure compliance
· Additional detailed discussions related to expedited information sharing between Customs and others including the trade community as well as additional intra-agency information sharing that can help identify areas of concern in the most timely manner possible
· Examples of recent Customs success stories as well as other Customs tools (such as the E-Allegations system) and ideas to further publicize such stories and tools in ways that may help lead to  additional enforcement success
While we do not have any specific COAC recommendations to make related to these discussions at this meeting, it is our hope and goal that this subcommittee will have some specific recommendations to make related to this aspect of our work by the next public meeting.

In addition to continued discussion of these high-priority enforcement ideas, the subcommittee did formally decide to undertake discussion and analysis of one additional aspect of the overall AD/CVD issue.  We will begin to discuss in more detail the specific “retrospective vs. prospective” method of valuation and collection of AD/CVD duties and the role this issue alone may play with collection and enforcement.  While this topic commonly arises in relation to a number of cases and issues, it is often left to the side as an important and complicated but somehow “side” issue.  This subcommittee believes that in it is in fact a core issue that needs to be fully discussed in a candid and detailed manner if the issue of enforcement and collection is ever to be truly analyzed and understood in a proper way.
The subcommittee realizes this is a large and complicated issue.  We do not anticipate that by the next public meeting we will have specific recommendations on this issue, but we do intend on diving into the process of a more formal and detailed analysis.  This will likely include efforts to reach out to non-COAC members who can provide value in these discussions and possible subcommittee membership based on their expertise.
The goal of this subcommittee remains the same as when it was established - to form specific recommendations and potential pilot projects that can help address ongoing concerns related to collection and enforcement issues in AD/CVD cases.  The subcommittee has already touched on a wide range of ideas in a short period of time and the discussions with CBP staff have been productive.  We look forward to a continuation of this trend and a process that will result in tangible and effective recommendations.
