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Current Status
The COAC Subcommittee on Antidumping and Countervailing Duties (AD/CVD) met several times after the last COAC meeting in December.  The focus of these discussions was the development of a “trade intelligence” function within CBP and ICE, the development of outreach materials, including the new video “Trade Fraud,” and the role the Department of Commerce could play in enhancing the AD/CVD process.
CBP is actively seeking to improve its communication with the trade.  On December 13th, CBP/ICE HSI co-hosted a joint meeting at the ICE IPR Center. The   meeting addressed a central question: What can DHS do to enter into dialogue with the trade community to gather trade intelligence? Representatives from 37 trade associations and business sectors attended, including representatives from AD/CVD, IPR, Textile, and other Priority Trade Initiatives (PTIs) industries. Specifically from the AD/CVD community, there were representatives from the steel, honey and shrimp/seafood industries.  

CBP presented information about the new Centers for Excellence and Expertise (CEE), and informed the participants of the progress and future plans with expanding to other industries.  ICE provided the trade community an overview of the IPR Center, which includes all aspects of commercial fraud,not just IPR issues.

The meeting was presented as the first of several to work with the trade to develop a functional trade intelligence program.  It is anticipated that there will be additional meetings in early 2012.  This will help CBP/ICE HSI become more educated on industry business practices. We are looking at specific areas, such as pharmaceuticals and electronics, as a starting point, but will build upon those to include AD/CVD industries. 
CBP continues to focus on the facilitation of legitimate trade, the deterrence of non-compliance, the enforcement of evasion and the modernization of the process.  All of this will be underpinned by the development of a 5-year AD/CVD enforcement strategy that will clearly articulate the actions and priorities for our internal, as well as external, customers.  
Background
CBP is committed to ensuring that the AD/CVD laws are enforced and that those who would try to evade those laws are identified and dealt with appropriately.  CBP helps domestic industries by leveling the playing field against unfair foreign competition.  CBP is proactively combating AD/CVD evasion by using resources from the entire agency to address this serious problem.

CBP has created a Re-Engineering Dumping “RED” Team composed of members of many different offices within CBP.  This group is charged with studying the regulatory and logistical import process for entries subject to AD/CVD and then identifying the threats, challenges, and vulnerabilities in each step of the process.  They are looking with special interest at transshipment, undercollections, the role of shell companies, and other gaps/vulnerabilities/ challenges. 
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