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The subcommittee analyzed many of the factors that must be weighted by Customs and Border Protection (CBP), Customs brokers and self-filers to successfully transition the filing of entry types (01, 03 and 11) from the Automated Commercial System (ACS) to the Automated Commercial Environment (ACE).  

In September 2012, the subcommittee submitted a white paper to CBP and the COAC that detailed the imperatives, the subcommittee’s analysis and recommendation on the length of a transition period.  The imperative consisted of prerequisite functionality and other dependencies.  The prerequisite functionality required prior to implementation of any transition period were Edits and Cargo Release.  Other dependencies included ITDS, Document Imaging System, and Electronic Bond Functionality.  The subcommittee developed a project management document to assist in the evaluation of whether an 18 to 24 month transition cycle was realistic or not.  The subcommittee then socialized document information with Information Technology professionals in the international trade community to determine if the timeframes were realistic.  The outcome of the analysis is the recommendation that, upon completion of the prerequisite functionality, a minimum 24-month transition period should be provided to convert the filing of the ACE entry types 01, 03 and 11 from ACS to ACE.  

In November 2012, the subcommittee undertook to conduct two readiness surveys.  The first survey targeted the Customs brokerage community who file 97% of the entries.  The other survey focused on the software vendors who provide the software to both the self-filers and Customs broker communities.  
Preliminary results from the Customs broker survey indicated that 87% of the respondents’ utilized vendor supported software and that only 31% of the responding Customs brokers currently were filing ACE entry summaries.  Although not part of the White Paper recommendation, it is important to be aware that a significant number of brokers (76%) in response to the survey responded that functionality for all entry types was required before any transition period.  In-depth analysis of the survey responses are continuing. The survey of software vendor readiness is still in development stage.  

