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*Meeting APHIS import requirements does not confer or imply the commodity has met 
the requirements of any other   Federal, State, or local agency. 
*EXAMPLE: commodities such as bird bells or rodent feeds may be restricted by APHIS 
Veterinary Services AND Plant Protection and Quarantine.
Therefore, since only one message set is required, your message set will need to 
include all of the information required by each agency to determine entry 
requirements.
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For imports of commodities regulated by APHIS, the APHIS Program Code “APH” 

must be entered under “Government Agency Code” in the PG01 data set. 

For commodities regulated by APHIS Veterinary Services, ‘AVS’ must be entered under 

“Government Agency Program Code” also found in the PG01 data set.

If not already provided in the manifest, ISO country codes may be provided in PG13.

It is imperative that the correct HTS code is provided with 

the shipment. For assistance with HTS codes, please visit 

CBP.gov or contact the appropriate CBP personnel.

The Category Code identifies the shipment as being within the live animal category type 

or the animal products category type and assists proper routing of the shipment. Semen, 

embryos, and cloning tissues used to produce a living animal (VS form 17-135) must be 

routed to APHIS port veterinarians. Semen, embryos, and cloning tissues used for 

research purposes that do NOT result in the production of a live animal (VS form 16-6a) 

are routed to CBP Agricultural Specialists for document review.

The Category Type Code further identities the commodity to ensure it complies with 
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corresponding permit requirements.

The category code and category type code may be entered in PG10.
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If you look in the red boxes on these documents, you can find the information that 

corresponds to certain lines in the PG Message Set. 

The VS 16-6a “United States Veterinary Permit for Importation and Transportation of 

Controlled Materials, Organisms, and Vectors”, and VS 17-135 “United States Permit to 
Import” are no longer required to be submitted as a paper documents. 

Information such as the permit number and permitted destination address must be 
submitted via the PG Message Set in PG14.

The permit number can be found in the upper right hand corner of the permit and must 

be submitted in the PG Message Set under PG14. 

For VS Form 16-6a, the permitted destination address must be submitted under PG19 

and 20.

In addition, the product description may assist you in determining the appropriate HTS 

Code, APHIS Category Code and, the Category Type Code.
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EXAMPLE: VS Form 17-29

Though we do not have the time to provide all of the data elements as outlined, we 
encourage you to use the APHIS PGA MESSAGE SET ADAPTED DATA ELEMENT RECORD 
LAYOUT Master Document to build your ACE interfacing software.
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While the Health Certificate itself MUST continue to be submitted in original, paper 
form, the health certificate number must be provided in the PG Message Set under 
PG14. This is important in order to ensure the correct health certificate is attached to 
the corresponding Message Set and VS permit in the ACE system.
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Example: Importation of ovine embryos from Australia. 

The importation of semen, embryos, and cloning tissues intended to produce a live 
animal are regulated as live animals. This includes eggs for hatching, embryos and 
semen for breeding, and embryos, gametes, and/or other tissues for cloning. 

Semen, embryos, and/or other tissues imported for research purposes that do not 
involve production of a live animal are regulated as animal products.

Regardless of the intended purpose of the importation, the following data elements are 
required in the message set: the APHIS agency code, APHIS Veterinary Services Program 
Code, APHIS Category Code, APHIS Category Type Code, health certificate number, and 
correct HTS code.

For this example, the importation of ovine embryos, the correct HTS code would be: 
0511.99.40.70 - ANIMAL PRODUCTS NSPF,OTHER,OTHER,OTHER,OTHER,OTHER. 

For semen/embryos intended to produce a live animal Category Code “AP0100 Live 

Animal” must be used. This identifies the shipment as being within the live animal 

category type and helps CBP officers route the shipment to the port veterinarian.

For semen/embryos intended for research purposes that does NOT result in a live 
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animal, Category Code “AP0300 Animal Products” must be used to route the shipment 

to CBP Agricultural Specialists.

Ovine embryos entering under Category Code “AP0100 Live Animal” the species 
‘Category Type Code’ 105 – ovis must be provided in PG 10.

If the ovine embryos are making entry under Category Code “AP0300 Animal Products” 

the ‘Category Type Code’ of 318 - Semen, Ova, and Embryos must be provided.

Providing these codes helps ensure proper restrictions and mitigations are applied to 
your shipment.

Once again, the original government issued documents (ie; health certificate, etc.) must 
continue to accompany the shipment and the health certificate number must be 
provided in the PG14.

For all APHIS AP0100 Category Coded shipments:
VS form 17-29 “Declaration of Importation” must be submitted via the digital imaging 
system and the CBP Entry Number must be provided. The CBP entry number can be 
submitted on the VS 17-29 in VSPS or by providing the information directly to the VS 
Port Veterinarian.
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*While certain data elements may not currently be required, the CATAIR has been 
developed to include future needs. New commodities are constantly being developed 
and traded. APHIS wants to ensure current software development encompasses future 
requirements.
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