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PGA Onboarding Process 

• MOUs between CBP and PGAs address data to be shared

• Technical work depends on type of data exchange

• “To-be” vision determines business rules for development

• Legal / Policy changes with long lead times must be considered

• Outreach to trade partners is crucial!

• Pilots help all parties verify business process flow
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Each PGA’s Onboarding Plan document 
establishes:

 The PGA’s decisions regarding its intended use of ACE enablers:

 Use of PGA Message Set, Document Imaging System (DIS), or a 
combination for data and document inputs

 Use of Interoperability Web Service (IWS) or ACE portal for data 
access

 Selection of ACE behavior related to events

 Any need for a PGA to revise existing, or enact new policies or regulations

 The PGA’s plans to coordinate and communicate with trade customers 
and vendors, including providing training

 Communication channels and Points of Contact (POCs) for the PGA to 
communicate with CBP’s technical and business teams

 PGA’s plans to engage in pilot – or a small scale operation of the PGA’s 
ITDS solution – to test and fully understand systematic / operational impacts

PGAs’ Onboarding Plans
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PGA Pilot Process Flow – CBP Overview



Agency/ Program Pilot Description Import/ 

Export

(Planned) 

Pilot Start 

Date

Implementation

Guidance

Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) - Ozone Depleting Substances 

(ODS)

Electronic submission of data related to ozone depleting 

substances (PGA MS)

Import Ongoing Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

EPA - Vehicles and Engines Electronic submission of data related to vehicles and 

engines (DIS & PGA MS)

Import Ongoing Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

USDA Food Safety and Inspection 

Service (FSIS)

Electronic submission of data related to meat, poultry, and 

egg products (DIS & PGA MS)

Import Ongoing Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

EPA - Hazardous Waste Electronic submission of data related to exported 

hazardous waste 

Export Ongoing Published on 
www.cbp.gov/document/guida

nce/cbp-proprietary-format

EPA - Pesticides  (NOA) Electronic submission of Notice of Arrival for pesticides 

(DIS & PGA MS)

Import Ongoing Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

DOT National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA)

Electronic submission of the NHTSA HS-7 form 

declaration (DIS & PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

DOJ Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives (ATF)

Electronic data related to declaring importation of 

firearms, ammunition and explosives (PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

DIS = Document Image System

PGA MS = PGA Message Set

Updated 5/15/15

In Progress / Near Term / Future PGA Pilots

http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair
http://www.cbp.gov/document/guidance/cbp-proprietary-format
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair
http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair


Agency/ Program Pilot Description Import/ 

Export

(Planned) 

Pilot Start 

Date

Implementation

Guidance

HHS Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA)

Electronic submission of data related to several FDA 

commodity classes (PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service 

(AMS)

Electronic submission of data related to egg products 

(DIS & PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

USDA Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS) - Lacey 

Act

Electronic submission of Lacey Act declaration data (PGA 

MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

Dept of Treasury Alcohol and 

Tobacco and Trade Bureau (TTB)

Electronic notice of release of tobacco products; 

certification / exemption of label / bottle approval (DIS & 

PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

Defense Contracts Management 

Agency (DCMA)

Electronic submission of the Certificate of Duty Free Entry 

(DIS)

Import July '15 Not Applicable

Directorate of Defense Trade 

Controls (DDTC)

Electronic submission of data relating to the import of 

defense articles (PGA MS)

Import July '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

Commerce/NOAA - National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) Programs:

• Form 370 Fishery Certificate

• Antarctic Marine Living 

Resources (AMLR)

• High Migratory Species (HMS)

Electronic submission of data related to declaring 

importation of tuna, swordfish, and toothfish. (DIS & PGA 

MS)

Import/ 

Export

DIS PILOT 

Ongoing - PGA 

MS - July 2015 

Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catair

DIS = Document Image System

PGA MS = PGA Message Set

Updated 5/15/15

In Progress / Near Term / Future PGA Pilots (cont.)
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Agency/ Program Pilot Description Import/ 

Export

(Planned) 

Pilot Start 

Date

Implementation

Guidance

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC)

Electronic submission of data related to products of 

human origin (blood, tissue, etc.) that fall under the 

Harmonized Tariff Schedule’s Chapter 30 tariff codes 

(DIS)

Import July '15 Not Applicable

USDA, APHIS – Multi Program Import 

(Non-Lacey Act) Working Group

• Animal Care

• PPQ

• Biotechnology and Regulatory 

Services

• Veterinary Services

Electronic submission of data related to Animal Care, 

PPQ, Biotechnology, and Veterinary Services (PGA MS)

Import September '15 Published on 
www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/catai

r

Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC)

Electronic submission of data related to certificates of 

compliance for imports (PGA MS)

Import January '16 22-Jul-15

Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) Electronic data related to declaring importation / 

exportation of fish or wildlife (DIS & PGA MS)

Import / Export January '16 22-Jul-15

DIS = Document Image System

PGA MS = PGA Message Set

Updated 5/15/15

In Progress / Near Term / Future PGA Pilots (cont.)
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PHASE 1

12 Pilot Ports

July 13-24

Port Port Codes

LA,CA

Long Beach, CA

2704, 2709, 2720, 2775

JFK, NY

Newark, NJ

4601, 4670, 4671, 4701, 

4770, 4772, 4778

Baltimore, MD 1303, 1305

Chicago, IL 3901, 3906

Detroit, MI

Port Huron, MI

3801, 3807, 3802

Laredo, TX 2304

Louisville, KY 4115, 4196

Otay Mesa, CA 2506

Philadelphia, PA 1101, 1108, 1195

PGA Roll Out: Initial Pilots



Port Port Codes

Miami, FL 5201, 5206, 5295, 

5296, 5297

Memphis, TN 2006, 2095

Atlanta, GA 1704

Charleston, SC 1601

Seattle, WA 3001, 3029, 3071,

3073, 3077, 3095

Tacoma, WA 3002

Blaine, WA 3004

Boston, MA 0401, 0417

LA field office All

NY field office All

Baltimore field office All

Buffalo field office All

Detroit field office All

Houston field office All

Laredo field office All

San Diego field 

office

All

PHASE 2

75 additional ports

July 27

Port Port Codes

San Francisco, CA 2801, 2809, 2870

El Paso, TX 2402, 2479

Atlanta field office All

Chicago field office All

Miami/Tampa field

office

All

New Orleans field 

office

All

Seattle field office All

Port Port Codes

Boston field office All

El Paso field office All

San 

Francisco/Portland 

field office

All

San Juan field office All

Tucson field office All

PHASE 3

120 additional ports

August 3

PHASE 4

All ports

Aug 10

PGA Roll Out: National Roll Out


