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The Bombardier DHC-8 is a fixed-wing, medium

-range multi-role patrol aircraft equipped with 

multimode radar and electro-optical/infrared sen-

sors that can detect and monitor maritime and 

surface targets. Video recorders document sus-

pect activities for evidentiary use. The DHC-8 is 

well suited to accomplish the mission of detect-

ing, disrupting, and interdicting maritime smug-

gling.   

 

OAM operates two models of the DHC-8 air-

frame, the Q200 and Q300. These are some of the 

most fuel efficient aircraft in operation and have 

the lowest per hour cost of any maritime patrol 

aircraft in our inventory.  

 

This maritime patrol aircraft can also be convert-

ed to a cargo configuration or into a passenger 

aircraft, making it an ideal aircraft to respond to 

natural disasters and other emergencies.  In 2010 

the Caribbean Air and Marine Branch used this 

aircraft to assist with the relocation of emergency 

personnel and medical equipment during the cri-

sis following the massive earthquake in Haiti.   

For more information, visit the CBP.gov website  

or contact the Office of Public Affairs at (202) 344-1780. 7/10/2014 

Bombardier DHC-8 

Performance and Weights: 

 Maximum Speed 

    242 knots (278 mph) 

 Service Ceiling Altitude 

 25,000 feet 

 Range 

 1,600 nautical miles (1,841 miles) 

 Endurance 

 6-7 hours (depending on flight profile) 

 Maximum Gross Weight 

  37,300 pounds (DHC-8 Q200) 
  43,000 (DHC-8 Q300) 

Features: 

 Can identify, sort and track multiple marine 
targets 

 SeaVue Marine Search Radar 

 Electro-optical/infrared sensor with laser 
designator 

 Microwave downlink provides real-time in-
formation to ground personnel 


