B-l Permissible Activities

These questions are not all-inclusive.

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) Section 101(a)(15)(B) provides the following
definition for B-l visa holders:

An alien (other than one coming for the purpose of study or of performing skilled or unskilled
labor or as a representative of foreign press, radio, film, or other foreign information media
coming to engage in such vocation) having a residence in a foreign country which he or she has
no intention of abandoning and who is visiting the United States temporarily for business or
temporarily for pleasure.

Examples of B-l Permissible Activities

1. I need to perform commercial or industrialservices. Is this permissible?
a. As long as you are notreceiving compensation from a U.S. employer or business it is

generally permissible. For instance, you may negotiate contracts, consult with business
associates, including attending meetings ofthe Board of Directors of a U.S. corporation,
litigate, participate in scientific, educational, professional, or business conventions,
conferences, or seminars, and undertake independent research.
2. I need to come to the U.S. to install, service, or repair equipment/machinery purchased

from a foreign company. I also need to train U.S. workers to perform these services. Is
this permissible?

a. If the contract of sale specifically requires the seller to provide these services or training,
and you possess specialized knowledge essential to the seller's contractual obligation to
perform the services or training it may be permissible for you to perform these services.
In addition, the machinery or equipment must have been manufactured at a location
outside of the United States and you may not receive compensation from a U.S. source.
3. I am a professional athlete. May I receive compensation?
a. Maybe. An individual may be able to enter for a particular event receives prize money
for participation in tournaments or sporting events. However, it is not permissible to, in
effect, live and work in the United States, including where prize money are the primary
source of income.

4. May I still come to the U.S. if I am an athlete or a player on a foreign-based sports
team, to compete with another sports team?
a. In general, you and your team's principal place of business or activity must be located in

a foreign country, your team's income and the team player's salary must be primarily
earned in a foreign country, and your team is a member of an international sports league
or the sporting activities have an international aspect.

