
THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 

Honorable James J. Da.vis , 

Secretary- of 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I r eceived your 
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letter of August llt calling at ten-

tion to the fact that a. patrol i 1 being kept on the Mexican Borrler 

by the Public Health Service, the Coast Guard, the Cu•toms Service, 

the Prohibition Enforcem001t Service, the Federal Hortieultural Board, 

and the Iumigration Servics, and auggesting that a con•iderable sav-

ing could be mad• and a IDlch more tt'ficient service maintained if 

these different branche a of the Government could cooperate under the 

direction of one administrative officer. 

The nature of the ae rvice s pertormed by the different 

branch•• of the Government is ao varied that I doubt whether their 

activities could be effectivelT con1olida.tad or 1upervised by one 

a'1lninistrat1ve officer. Ther e 11 every reaaon, however, wh7 the 

•everal aerviaea ahould cooperate with each other to tba ut.anoat 

and operate in the close•t contact. I think the beet •1 to ac-

compliah th1e re1Ult would be to bavs a conference of the beach of 

thff variaiiCJ bureaus con eemed, 10 that a tull discuadon may be had 

and appropriat e recoomendation1 uade to the several Department head.a. 
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If tb11 suggestion meets with 70ur approval, I ab&ll be glad 

to give the necessary in•truction1 to the repre•entati••• ot this 

Department to attmd the cont•rence. 

Sincerel1 fOUl"I, 


