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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
%/L//‘V/l//(/ / 47’%{/*
/) y // /
Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and

John Berrey, Chairman

The Quapaw Tribe of Indians
5681 South 630 Road
Quapaw, OK 74364

Dear Chairman Berrey:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations” Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP,

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations” AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



John Berrey
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
° Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by

e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

F
Jdéeph Zidron
Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and

Leonard M. Harjo, Principal Chief
The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 1498

Wewoka, OK 74884

Dear Principal Chief Harjo:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations” AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



Leonard M. Harjo
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
S " i
/;//Q%/ ’/'/ (=28
v 5
Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229
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George Scott, Town King
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town
P.O. Box 188

Okemah, OK 74859

Dear Town King Scott:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations’ AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



George Scott
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
g p / //‘ ///
’4/, e
Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

Joey P. Barbry, Chairman
Tunica-Biloxi Indian Tribe
151 Melacon Drive
Marksville, LA 71351

Dear Chairman Barbry:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft F inding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (F TB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et 564,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations” AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



Joey P. Barbry
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
° Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392. or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

/ ; " | /,

Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

Terri Parton, President
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
P.O. Box 729

Anadarko, OK 73005

Dear President Parton:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations” AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video'data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, F LF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



Terri Parton
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

*  E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
® Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
A z g =
p /;/N?,d,;///(/ //'/‘ e
J c;seph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

NOV 10 2016

The Honorable Imelda Barrera
Brooks County Judge

100 E. Miller Street

Falfurrias, TX 78355

Dear Honorable Judge Barrera:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01;
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



The Honorable Judge Imelda Barrera
Page 2

CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392. or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,

A

2
Joseph Zidron
Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure

Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

NOV 10 2016

The Honorable Pete Sepulveda Jr.
Cameron County Judge

1100 East Monroe

Brownsville, TX 78520

Dear Honorable Judge Sepulveda Jr.:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations’ AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



The Honorable Judge Pete Sepulveda Jr.
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
,/ /.;C'/'///L/(/ }/ / A/%fl
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Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

NOV 10 2016

The Honorable Louis E. Turcotte 111
Kenedy County Judge

151 N. Mallory

Sarita, TX 78385

Dear Honorable Judge Turcotte II1:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft F inding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations’ Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



The Honorable Louis E. Turcotte 111
Page 2

CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

e  E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392. or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
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Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

NOV 10 2016

Brownsville Public Library
2600 Central Boulevard
Brownsville, TX 78520
(956) 548-1055

To Whom It May Concern:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTT) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations” Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



Brownsville Public Library
Page 2

CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron(@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
V E A
Yy /
/ 4 d
// )
Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
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Harlingen Public Library
410 76 Drive

Harlingen, TX 78550
(956) 216-5888

To Whom It May Concern:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations” Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.
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CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
o Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
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Joseph Zidron
Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



1300 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20229

U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

NOV 10 2016

Ed Rachal Memorial Library
1402 South St. Marys Street
Falfurrias, TX 78355

(361) 325-3681

To Whom It May Concern:

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office
(PMO), within Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) is pleased to forward the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) addressing the proposed upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance
Systems (RVSS) within the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Brownsville (BRP), Fort Brown (FTB),
Harlingen (HRL), Falfurrias (FLF), and Kingsville (KIN) Stations” Areas of Responsibility
(AORs). The BPFTI PMO has prepared this EA on behalf of the USBP.

The draft EA was prepared in compliance with provision of the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA) of 1969 as amended (42 U.S. Code 4321, et seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s NEPA implementing regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1500 et seq.,
and DHS’s Directive Number 023-1 Rev. 01, and Instruction Manual 023-01-001-01, Rev. 01:
Environmental Planning Program.

The Proposed Action includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32 RVSS tower
sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance in the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and
KIN Stations® AORs. The RVSS system provides radar or video data feeds to the command and
control (C2) modular facilities. The C2 facilities integrate and display data from all their
respective RVSS and relay towers deployed within the USBP’s BRP, FTB, HRL, FLF, and KIN
Stations” AORs. Each RVSS tower consists of a tower equipped with a suite of sensors and/or
communications equipment.

The Proposed Action also includes the construction and maintenance of access drives, totaling
850 feet, and the maintenance and repair of access roads, totaling 19 miles. Access road
maintenance and repairs include reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road,
and installation of drainage structures, and would require a 30- or 60-foot-wide temporary
construction disturbance area. Drainage structures may include but are not limited to ditches,
culverts, and low-water crossings.



Ed Rachal Memorial Library
Page 2

CBP invites your participation in the public review process for the enclosed draft EA and
FONSI. The 30-day public comment period begins on November 14, 2016, and comments must
be received by December 14, 2016 to be considered for incorporation into the final EA.
Comments on the draft EA and draft FONSI can be submitted by:

o E-mail to: joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov
° Mail to:
Mr. Joseph Zidron
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office
24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Your prompt attention to this request is greatly appreciated. If you require additional
information or have any questions, please contact me by telephone at (949) 643-6392, or by
e-mail at joseph.zidron@cbp.dhs.gov.

Sincerely,
/ v /// V
,/ i
Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist
Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Texas Coastal Ecological Service Field Office
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, TX 78516

In Reply Refer To:
FWS/R2/ES/02ETCC00-2017-1-0218

Joseph Zidron

Environmental Branch Chief (A)

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
Dear Mr. Zidron:

Thank you for your letter and environmental assessment received November 10, 2016, regarding the effects of
proposed Remote Video Surveillance System (RVSS) Towers on federally listed species in Hidalgo, Cameron,
Brooks, and Kenedy counties, Texas. Your project was also evaluated with respect to wetlands and other federal
trust fish and wildlife resources.

We understand that U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) proposes the construction, operation, and
maintenance of 32 RVSS sites to provide long-term, permanent surveillance. Each RVSS tower would be
equipped with a suite of sensors and/or communications equipment. The proposed action also includes the
construction and maintenance of 850 feet of access drives, and the maintenance and repair of 19 miles of access
roads. Access roads will require reconstruction, widening, or straightening of the existing road, and installation of
drainage structures including a 30- to 60-foot wide temporary construction disturbance area. Drainage structures
may include ditches, culverts, and low-water crossings.

Three types of tower structures are proposed: self-standing towers (SSTs), monopole towers, and relocatable
towers. Only the relocatable towers would require guy wires. SSTs could be up to 199 feet high including
lightning protection. Monopole towers are single metal poles with reinforced steel and concrete foundations
varying from 60 to 199 feet high. Relocatable towers are towed on a trailer and placed on level ground. The guy
wires attach to the relocatable tower trailer outrigger infrastructure to stabilize the tower when extended. When
fully extended these towers would be up to 120 feet tall.

Construction of SSTs or monopole tower sites results in ground disturbance to a 200-foot x 200-foot area (40,000
square feet). All staging of construction equipment and materials occurs within this footprint. Each permanent
tower site footprint is expected to be up to a 100-foot x 100-foot (10,000 square feet) and includes a permanent
parking area for vehicles and a perimeter fence. Also, each RVSS tower would be powered by commercial grid
power or by solar power with grid or applicable redundant system for backup. The grid power design would be
site-specific; however, commercial grid power would be overhead to the permanent disturbed area and then
underground where it enters the 100- x 100-foot fenced tower site. Overhead or buried lines outside of the
permanent disturbance area would be placed within access road construction buffer areas to the extent possible.

There are several tower locations on the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge along the Rio
Grande River that will require a Special Use Permit and a right of way from the Rio Grande Valley Refuge and
the Realty Division. The right of way process is done at the Regional Office and can take up to a year. There are
some towers planned for the Refuge that could impact habitat, so please coordinate closely with the Refuge
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Manager, Bryan Winton at 956-784-7521, to minimize habitat clearing and relocate towers to more disturbed
areas. Impacts to Refuge habitat will need to be compensated if avoidance or minimization cannot be achieved,

BMPs and Conservation measures are listed in your document and would be implemented as part of the proposed
action to avoid impacts to threatened and endangered species and other environmental resources. Conservation
measures include CMla — CM1d, and CM2. In addition, we recommend the following;

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) (2000) Service Guidance on the Siting, Construction,
Operation and Decommissioning of Communications Towers and Service (2013) Revised
Voluntary Guidelines for Communication Tower Design, Siting, Construction, Operation,
Retrofitting, and Decommissioning would be implemented to include actions to reduce nighttime
atmospheric lighting and the potential adverse effects of nighttime lighting on migratory bird and
nocturnal flying species. The proposed tower sites may be lit for security purposes. Security
lighting may consist of a “porch light” on the tower shelter and would be controlled by a motion
detector. When so equipped, the light would be shielded to avoid illumination outside the footprint of the
tower site. The proposed RVSS may have infrared lighting installed for aviation safety. The heights of the
towers will also be limited to 199 feet 3 < evel as described inthe Senvice i s

* Following construction activities, any temporary impact areas will be revegetated with a mixture of
nursery plantings or a mixture of 46 native plant seeds (or both).

® Birds would potentially perch on towers, and the threat of striking the towers exists:
however, implementation of best management practices recommended by the Service (2000) would
greatly reduce the likelihood of such impacts. These recommendations include the collocation of
equipment on existing sites to minimize disturbance and obstructions, adjustments to lighting to reduce
the likelihood of bird strike, anti-perching devices, and the avoidance of using guy wires and visual
markers for the relocatable towers with guy wires.

® Down shield lights from towers and facilities away from brush.

To comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and to avoid impacts to listed avian species, CBP would conduct
advance surveys for nesting migratory birds and nests if mechanical control activities occurred during the nesting
season (March 15 through September 15). If project activities must be conducted between March and August, we
recommend surveying for nests prior to commencing work and if a nest is found, and if possible, the Service
recommends a buffer of vegetation (>50 ft) remain around the nest until young have fledged or the nest is
abandoned.

Site Specific Recommendations:
* Reduce the footprint of the 30-60 foot wide road for access and utilities as much as possible.

e Extension of Palm location — Push site back towards road, and away from the Rio Grande; leave at least
30 foot wildlife corridor along the river for habitat connectivity.

e BRP FTBOC - Place tower on west side of the road,

¢ FLF Checkpoint — Could place tower in more open area.

e FTB Armstrong — Could place tower in more open area.

* FTB End of Hwy 4 - Could place tower in more open area.

* FTB Zone 34 - Could place tower in more open area.
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e HRL Wells Bros Canal - Could place tower in more open area.

* BRP Extensions of Palm - Could place tower in more open area.

* BRP FTBGCY - Could place tower in more open area. A 30 foot wildlife corridor needs to be left along
the Rio Grande if not tower stays in place.

® FLF Checkpoint Tower - Could place tower in more open area.

* FTB East of Sable Palm Rd - Could place tower in more open area.

e FTB Zone 34 - Could place tower in more open area.

e HRL Convrete Canal & Levee - Could place tower in more open area.

* HRL Green Barn Rd - Could place tower in more open area.

e HRL Wells Bros Canal - Could place tower in more open area.

Based on the project information you submitted and above understanding, your agency made a “may affect, not
likely to adversely affect” determination for the Gulf Coast jaguarundi and ocelot. The Service concurs with the
information presented and your determination. Your agency made a “no effect” determination on the interior
least tern, red-crowned parrot, star cactus, Zapata bladderpod and its critical habitat, ashy dogweed, Walker’s
manioc, and Texas ayenia. The Service does not provide concurrence for “no effect” determinations, but by
making a determination we believe the agency complied with Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide pre-planning information. If we can be of further assistance, please
contact Ernesto Reyes at (956) 784-7560.

Sincerely,

2 X

] Charles Ardizzone
Field Supervisor

cc:
Assistant Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Corpus Christi, TX
Bryan Winton, LRGVNWR Manager, Alamo, TX
Yvette Truit, Realty Specialist, Albuquerque, NM







Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma

Office of Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 50
100 Kiowa Way
Carnegie, OK 73015

November 25, 2016

Joseph Zidron

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

RE: Section 106 Consultation & Review for proposed project and Environmental Assessment for
Remote Video Surveillance Systems within USBP Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias,
and Kingsville Stations’ AOR in the Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas

Dear Mr. Zidron,

The Kiowa Tribe Office of Historic Preservation has received the information and materials requested for
our Section 106 Review and Consultation. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(NHPA), and 36 CFR Part 800 requires consultation with the Kiowa Tribe.

Given the information provided, you are hereby notified that the proposal project location should have
minimal potential to adversely affect any known Archaeological, Historical, or Sacred Kiowa sites.
Therefore, in accordance with 36 CFR 800.4(d) (1), you may proceed with your proposed project.
However, please be advised undiscovered properties may be encountered and must be immediately
reported to the Kiowa Tribe Office of Historic Preservation under both the NHPA and NAGPRA
regulations.

This information is provided to assist you in complying with 36 CFR Part 800 for Section 106
Consultation procedures. Please retain this correspondence to show compliance. Should you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at kellie@tribaladminservices.org. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kellie J. Poolaw
Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO)

Kellie J. Poolaw
Acting Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO)
Phone: (405) 435-1650 kellie@tribaladminservices.org Complex: (580) 654-2300






United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

South Texas Refuge Complex
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road
Alamo, Texas 78516

December 2, 2016

Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist

Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

949-643-6392

949-307-2982

joseph.zidron @dhs.gov

Re: Comments on RGV RVSS Tower Upgrade Project (Harlingen, Fort Brown, Brownsville,
Kingsville, Falfurrias) Environmental Assessment, November 2016, specific to the Lower Rio
Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge (LRGV NWRY); and in general.

1. The EA Title does not include McAllen Station—1 of 9 stations in the Rio Grande Valley
Sector of CBP. However, there are tower locations/maps described in this document for the
McAllen Station AOR. We reviewed a separate EA previously for this same project that was
specific to the western portion of the Rio Grande Valley which included McAllen Station AOR.

2. The EA Title states RVSS Tower “Upgrade”. The majority of the tower locations proposed
in this document are new towers, and not an upgrade of anything currently existing.

3. Tower heights are identified as being up to 199’ in the EA. When we met with you in 2014
we were informed the towers would be between 80-120°. The refuge supports the shorter tower
heights on refuge lands in order to reduce incidental bird strike collision occurrences. However,
the refuge may consider taller (maximum height) towers in one or more refuge areas, if CBP
would allow FWS to co-locate/install radio communication infrastructure on the proposed tower.
Particularly in the Rio Grande City, TX vicinity, our Fire Management Program pays over $25K
annually for tower rental in order to maintain hand-held communications capability, and this cost
has increased annually. Since CBP and FWS are both federal agencies, we would be interested
in obtaining space for communication equipment on one or more of the proposed towers, if it can
be allowed without impacting the primary purposes for these proposed towers.

4. Easements or Rights-of-Way (widths) proposed to access tower locations was identified as
30" or 60°. After speaking with you over the phone on December 1, 2016, you informed me that
these requested widths would generally be the extreme maximum or, in general, in excess of
what is actually needed in order to access tower locations at many of the proposed sites (on or
off refuge). You also made it clear that the proposed 60’ wide access easement/ROW was
proposed for tower sites that would also need electricity (utilities) supporting them. We strongly



recommend that the proposed tower locations on the refuge (and ideally everywhere) will need to
be built/accessed with the least amount of habitat impact as possible. Therefore, the refuge will
seek to reduce the access route widths, and possibly the tower site dimensions as well, in order to
maximize the protection of wildlife and plant resources on the refuge, while affording CBP the
ability to install and access the new towers. Note that it is paramount that we be notified
immediately upon final determination of all tower locations, so that the refuge can begin
processing easement/right-of-way requests associated with those towers located on the refuge,
since the timeframe to legally process an easement/right-of-way request can often take upwards
of 12 months to complete. In order to avoid unnecessary delays in future tower construction on
the refuge, we urge you to continue to maintain open and frequent communication about the
status of this proposed project.

5. Whenever and where ever possible, we urge CBP to consider adjusting proposed access
easements and/or tower locations that are located within existing forest vegetation—since the
native habitat found in South Texas has been reduced to ~5% of what originally existed. We
understand that the tower/equipment viewshed is paramount and that some impacts will occur,
but, when possible, CBP should seek to utilize existing roads to/from tower locations, and
otherwise seek to avoid extensive forest removal actions in order to establish tower sites. We
found that in a number of sites, agricultural (cleared) land exists within very close proximity to
proposed tower sites that are currently planned to be within forested areas. We recommend that
CBP opt to place towers in agricultural (un-forested) whenever possible, in lieu of clearing
additional habitat. We noted that a number of proposed tower locations in the Brownsville and
Fort Brown Station AOR’s are within existing/remaining native vegetation. These are the tower
sites we urge CBP to consider adjusting if feasible/possible. Lastly, one proposed site (FTB
Zone 34 Preferred) is in dense brush, with road access proposed through a Resaca (oxbow lake).
New roads and tower sites should avoid dense brush and access routes through critically-
important wetland areas.

6. Numerous tower locations are proposed very close to the Rio Grande. Many or most are not
close to the Rio Grande, but are a considerable distance removed (back from) the river. We
recommend tower locations proposed on or near the bank of the river be adjusted northward in
order to preserve the capability of the refuge to complete the “wildlife corridor” in the future,
and meet conservation demands for imperiled and migratory bird species found in south Texas.
If tower locations are constructed near the bank of the river, our ability to complete this land
acquisition project in the future will be significantly impacted from the habitat loss and expected
ongoing activity/disturbance that will be present at the tower locations in the future. Conversely,
the FWS does see value in appropriately-cited tower locations that will deter future illegal traffic
activities from occurring on refuge lands in the future.

7. HRL Three House Road Southeast Preferred Tower location is located along the La Gloria
Tract of the LRGV NWR. The proposed route of egress is located on private property located
within the FWS property. The canal systems and ditches that provide irrigation water from two
separate pumping locations located on the river bank of our property, were privately held when
this property was purchased. In addition, the refuge does not want to see improved access on

this private property from HW281 to the IBWC levee because it is adjacent to a 50-acre managed
wetland we own, which is a protected area valuable to migratory birds. Construction of a
new/improved route of travel in this location will cause excessive disturbance to sensitive

species currently using this wetland (like Wood Storks and a variety of other migratory



waterfowl and shorebirds). We strongly recommend CBP consider the Alternate route of travel
to access the proposed tower on this refuge tract.

This concludes our comments to the RVSS Tower Environmental Assessment for the eastern and
northern portions of south Texas. We appreciate the feedback you provided yesterday, and the
clarification(s) you provided on additional previous comments. Please contact us as often as
necessary so that we can evaluate final proposals further and assist CBP with initiating important
legal processes regarding access and occupancy of future tower sites located on the LRGV
NWR. Please provide regular updates via email (bryan winton@fws.gov) or by phone, (956)
784-7521. Thank you again for this opportunity to provide input on this proposed project.

Sincerely,

Bror R

Bryan R. Winton
Refuge Manager

ee Robert D. Jess, Project Leader, South Texas Refuge Complex
Sonny Perez, Deputy Project Leader, South Texas Refuge Complex
Chris Perez, Wildlife Biologist (Refuge Realty), Lower Ric Grande Valley NWR
Ernesto Reyes, Wildlife Biologist, Ecological Services (Alamo Field Office)






United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

South Texas Refuge Complex
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road
Alamo, Texas 78516

December 6, 2016

Joseph Zidron

Environmental Protection Specialist

Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 949-

643-6392

949-307-2982

joseph.zidron@dhs.gov

Re: Follow-up comments on RGV RVSS Tower Upgrade Project (Harlingen, Fort Brown, Brownsville,
Kingsville, Falfurrias) Environmental Assessment, November 2016.
Dear Mr. Zidron:

As a follow-up to our letter of December 2, 2016, we would also like to include information on guiding policy
regarding the placement of towers and related infrastructure on National Wildlife Refuges. In general, the
granting of rights-of-way and/or easements across National Wildlife Refuges is outlined in pertinent part--both
in regulation and policy (Fish and Wildlife Service Manual, Part 340 FW 3.1-3.15; 603 FW |- Appropriate
Refuge Uses; and 603 FW2-Compatibility). Before any new uses such as rights of way or permits are granted
on refuge lands, we must first evaluate such uses for their "appropriateness” and if determined appropriate; they
must then be evaluated for "compatibility” with the Refuge System mission and refuge purposes. Of course, we
would encourage any alternatives that would not involve the need to acquire new rights-of-way across refuge
lands as these uses are usually not determined to be an appropriate refuge use and involve a fairly complicated
and lengthy environmental review, public comment, and assessment process, as required per National
Environmental Policy Act and any other federal resource mandates. Please also keep in mind that further
coordination and compliance with our Ecological Services Field Offices will be required.

Attached are referenced copies of our Appropriate Uses, Compatibility Policies, and Fish and Wildlife Service
policy on Rights-of-Way that may affect your project. Thanks again for the opportunity to provide input on
your proposed project. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know at (956) 784-7521 or via
email at bryan_winton @ fws.gov

Sincerely,
’@ﬂ:w?w'aﬂzf\

Bryan R. Winton
Refuge Manager

Cc:  Robert D. Jess, Project Leader, South Texas Refuge Complex
Sonny Perez, Deputy Project Leader, South Texas Refuge Complex
Chris Perez, Wildlife Biologist (Refuge Realty), Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR
Emesto Reyes, Wildlife Biologist, Ecological Services (Alamo Field Office)

Attachments (3)






INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
UNITED STATES SECTION November 23 5 2016

Mr. Joseph Zidron

US Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Subject: Notice of Availability of Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems Upgrade in the Rio
Grande City, McAllen, and Weslaco Stations’ areas of responsibility of the U.S. Border
Patrol, Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact

Dear Mr. Zidron:

The United States Section, International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) has
reviewed the Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems (RVSS) Upgrade Environmental
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact dated November, 2016. This EA identifies
and assesses the potential impact of upgrade of RVSS towers in the Rio Grande City, McAllen,
and Weslaco Stations’ areas of responsibility of the U.S. Border Patrol, Rio Grande Valley Sector,
Texas. The project area is the Rio Grande Basin of Texas and encompasses three U.S. Border
Patrol stations with proposed locations occurring on privately owned land, municipally owned
lands and public lands managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Customs and Border
Patrol.

USIBWOC reiterates the following comments for consideration.

1. USIBWC lands, rights of way or easements are not specifically identified in the figures but
do exist throughout the project area. Proposed tower locations and/or utility and access
improvements that occur on USIBWC controlled lands require formal technical review,
approval, and licensing from USIBWC before earth disturbing activities may begin. This
coordination may be initiated via the USIBWC Boundary and Realty Office at (915) 832-
4716 or http://www.ibwc.gov/Permits Licenses/boundary realty.html.

2. The technical evaluation of any facilities proposed within floodways, regardless of land
ownership must include hydraulic simulation. The results of these simulations may require
substantial siting or design changes by the proponent in order to maintain the hydraulic
performance of the floodway.

The Commons, Building C, Suite 100 e 4171 N. Mesa Street e El Paso, Texas 79902-1441
(915) 832-4701 e Fax: (915) 832-4166 e http:/ / www.ibwc.gov




Preliminary review of the November revision of this EA by the USIBWC Environmental
Management Division has revealed multiple locations where CBP improvements are proposed
within USIBWC jurisdiction. Some examples of this occur with the following proposed locations.

g bl o

MCS Inspiration Canal Preferred. - Site is located within river levee.

HRL Rio Rico Road and Pump Road Preferred. - Site is located within river levee.

FTB Zone 34 Preferred. - Site is located within river levee.

BRP Cindy Stone Preferred. - Site appears to include portion of levee as proposed CPB
Service Road.

BRP FTBGC Preferred. - Site appears to include a levee crossing by a proposed 60 foot
roadway and ownership of proposed site must be confirmed by USIBWC Boundary and
Realty Office as the USIBWC has ownership of multiple parcels at that location. In
addition, there is anecdotal evidence of landfilling of military material in this vicinity at
the conclusion of World War II. Determination of the nature and extent of this activity
requires archives investigation and possibly field investigation through the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Formerly Used Defense Sites Program (FUDS).

USIBWC is unable to concur with specific locations proposed in this EA without formal
submission of these locations and associated improvement to the IBWC through the USIBWC
Boundary and Realty Office at (915)832-4716 or
http://www.ibwc.gov/Permits_Licenses/boundary realty.html.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact Kelly
Blough at (915) 832-4734 or to kelly.blough@ibwec.gov.

Sincerely,

Gilbeht G Anaya/"“’
Division Chief
Environmental Management Division




INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
UNITED STATES SECTION December 7, 2016

Mr. Joseph Zidron

US Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Subject: Notices of Availability of October Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems Upgrade in
the Rio Grande City, McAllen, and Weslaco Stations” areas of responsibility of the U.S.
Border Patrol, Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas Environmental Assessment and Finding
of No Significant Impact and the November Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems
Upgrade in the Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias, and Kingsville Stations’
areas of responsibility of the U.S. Border Patrol, Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas
Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact.

Dear Mr. Zidron:

The United States Section, International Boundary and Water Commission (USIBWC) has
considered- further the October Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems Upgrade in the Rio
Grande City, McAllen, and Weslaco Stations’ areas of responsibility of the U.S. Border Patrol,
Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
and the November Draft Remote Video Surveillance Systems Upgrade in the Brownsville, Fort
Brown, Harlingen. Falfurrias, and Kingsville Stations” areas of responsibility of the U.S. Border
Patrol, Rio Grande Valley Sector, Texas Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant
Impact. The project area is in the lower Rio Grande Basin of Texas and encompasses the U.S.
Border Patrol Rio Grande Valley Sector(s) with proposed locations occurring on privately owned
land, municipally owned lands and public lands managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and Customs and Border Patrol (CBP).

During initial review of the Environmental Assessments (EA’s) by USIBWC it was unclear that
the proposed actions while contiguous were being analyzed for the purposes of National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as separate actions. Comments supplied previously by
USIBWC in our letters of October 18, 2016 and November 23, 2016 remain but for clarity are
restated below and are intended to be applicable to both documents.

1. Section 4.4.6 in both EA’s states that “CBP is coordinating with USIBWC regarding
potential impacts on the floodplain from the proposed construction of towers within the
floodplain”. In order for this evaluation to be completed by USIBWC, formal submission
of specific locations proposed and associated improvements must be submitted for

The Commons, Building C, Suite 100 e 4171 N. Mesa Street ¢ El Paso, Texas 79902-1441
(915) 832-4701 e Fax: (915) 832-4166 e http:/ /www.ibwc.gov



technical review to the USIBWC through the USIBWC Boundary and Realty Office at
(915) 832-4716 or http://www.ibwc.gov/Permits_Licenses/boundary_realty.html.

2. The appearance of segmentation into separate actions exists unless specifically addressed
in the respective Cumulative Impact analysis in each EA. Furthermore the relation of these
actions and their NEPA analysis to the CPB 2007 Environmental Impact Statement for
Construction, Maintenance and Operation of Tactical Infrastructure, Rio Grande Valle
Sector, Texas should be identified.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact Kelly
Blough at (915) 832-4734 or to kelly.blough@ibwc.gov.

Sincerely,

Py .ﬂwf

Gilbert G. Anaya
Division Chief
Environmental Management Division




TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real stories
December 7, 2016

Joseph Zidron

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Re: Project review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966
Draft Environmental Assessment and FONSI for Proposed 32 RV'SS Towers, Brooks, Cameron, Hidaigo &> Kenedy Counties
CPB/ 106 (THC Track #201702039) (See also THC Track #201702278)

Dear Mr. Zidron:

Thank you for your correspondence describing the above referenced project which we received on November 14, 2016.
This letter serves as comment on the proposed undertaking from the State Historic Preservation Officer, the Executive
Director of the Texas Historical Commission.

This Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) have been provided to us
as part of your compliance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations. In addition to this document,
we have received and are reviewing a draft cultural resource survey report related to this undertaking. It is our
understanding that this undertaking includes construction of 32 new Remote Video Surveillance System (RVSS) towers
at locations in multiple south Texas counties. We will be providing comments separately on the draft survey report and
the proposed tower locations, but would also like to provide the following additional information for your
consideration and inclusion in the final EA.

The History Programs Division review staff, led by Justin Kockritz, concurs with the findings detailed in Table 3.16 of
the Environmental Assessment with the following additions:

e KIN Juanita Section of Kenedy Ranch is located within the Armstrong Ranch, which was determined eligible
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places in 2011; and,

e HRL San Benito Pump Station, HRL Moodyville Road and Levee, HRL Cantu Road, and HRL. Wells Bro
Canal are each located within Cameron County Irrigation District No. 2, which was determined eligible for
listing in the Natonal Register in 2009.

We look forward to further consultation with your office and hope to maintain a partnership that will foster effective
historic preservation. Thank you for your cooperation in this federal review process, and for your efforts to preserve
the irreplaceable heritage of Texas. If you have any questions concerning our review, the required information,
or if we can be of further assistance, please contact Sara Ludueiia at 512/463-8952.

Sincerely,

ard Luduefia, Project Reviewer
for: Mark Wolfe, State Historic Preservation Officer

ce:  Noe Guerra, Chair, Brooks County Historical Commission
Steven Hathcock, Chair, Cameron County Historical Commission
Adela Ortega, Chair, Hidalgo County Historical Commission
Clayton Wolter, Chair, Kenedy County Historical Commission

MW/sl l
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December 12, 2016

Joseph Zidron

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

RE: Draft Environmental Assessment for remote video surveillance system
tower upgrade within the Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias,
and Kingsville Stations’ area of responsibility, Brooks, Cameron, Hidalgo
and Kenedy Counties, Texas

Dear Mr. Zidron:

This letter is in response to your request for comments and information regarding
the proposed project referenced above. The Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical
Infrastructure (BPFTI) Program Management Office within the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has
prepared a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) to address the proposed
upgrade of its Remote Video Surveillance System (RVSS) within the
Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias, and Kingsville Stations’ Area of
Responsibility (AOR).

Project Description

The proposed project includes the construction, operation, and maintenance of 32
RVSS tower sites for the Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias, and
Kingsville Stations’ AORs. Towers would either be self-supporting, steel lattice
towers; monopoles; or relocatable towers. Both the self-supporting towers and
monopoles could be as tall as 199-feet, the relocatable towers could be as tall as
120-feet and would be supported with guy wires. Each tower would be located
within a permanently cleared and graded, fenced compound 10,000 square feet
(100°x100°) in size. An additional 30,000 square feet at each site would be
cleared but not graded during construction for staging equipment and materials.
Areas temporarily impacted during construction would be revegetated with native
vegetation. Tower equipment would include sensors (e.g., cameras),
communications (e.g., microwave antennas), and optional equipment (e.g.,
spotlights, hailers).

The proposed project would also include the construction and maintenance of
approximately 850 feet of access drives and the maintenance and repair of
approximately 19 miles of access roads. These activities include reconstructing,

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.



Mr. Joseph Zidron
December 12, 2016
Page 2 of 4

widening, or straightening existing roads and installing drainage structures and
would require a 30-foot to 60-foot wide temporary construction area.

Only the preferred alternative and the no action alternative were considered in the
Draft EA.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) staff provided scoping comments
for the project in a letter dated April 17, 2015. Those comments remain
applicable to the project.

Section 3.6 Threatened and Endangered Species

In an April 17, 2015, comment letter during the scoping phase of the project,
TPWD recommended that the Draft EA thoroughly evaluate the proposed
project’s potential impacts to state-listed endangered, threatened and rare species,
including rare plants and remnant natural communities. The basis of this
recommendation was that over 120 occurrences of rare species have been
documented at or near the proposed tower locations and to inform the project
proponent of state laws prohibiting the take, including incidental take, of state-
listed species.

While surveys were conducted to identify habitat suitable to support both
federally listed and state-listed species, the Draft EA did not evaluate state-listed
species with potential to occur in the project areas as it did for federally listed
species. A list of state-listed and rare species was provided in an appendix.

Recommendation: Two of the proposed tower locations (HRL McMannis
Bend Preferred, FTB End of Hwy 4 Preferred) are immediately adjacent to or
near tracts of TPWD’s Las Palomas Wildlife Management Area and Boca
Chica State Park. respectively, in which state-listed species and Species of
Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) are known to occur. Given the
likelihood of encountering state-listed species at these sites as well as within
tracts of the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
(LRGVNWR), and in other areas in which suitable habitat occurs, TPWD
reiterates its original recommendation that that the Final EA thoroughly
evaluate the proposed project’s potential impacts to state-listed species.

It is noted in this Section of the Draft EA that the only state-listed species
observed during surveys of the project locations was the Texas indigo snake.
Table 3-7 in Section 3.5 indicates that the keeled earless lizard was also observed
during surveys. The keeled earless lizard, while not state-listed, has been
identified in the Texas Conservation Action Plan as an SGCN. In addition to state-
and federally-protected species, Texas contains over 1,300 SGCNs that TPWD tracks
in the Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD) along with special features,
natural communities, and species of concern (SOC). TPWD actively promotes their



Mr. Joseph Zidron
December 12, 2016
Page 3 of 4

conservation. Due to limited distributions and/or declining populations, these species
may face threat of extirpation or extinction but lack the legal protections given to
threatened or endangered species. Information regarding SGCN can be obtained at
http://www.tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/nongame/tcap/sgen.
phtml. TPWD considers it important to minimize impacts to special landscape
features, natural plant communities, and SGCN to reduce the likelihood of
endangerment.

Although only one state-listed species was observed, TPWD cautions that
determining the actual presence of a species in a given area depends on many
variables including daily and seasonal activity cycles, environmental activity
cues, preferred habitat, transiency and population density (both wildlife and
human). The absence of a species can be demonstrated only with great difficulty
and then only with repeated negative observations, taking into account all the
variable factors contributing to the lack of detectable presence.

Recommendation: TPWD appreciates that a number of proposed BMPs
developed to avoid and/or minimize potential impacts to wildlife will be
implemented and should benefit state-listed species and SGCNS.

If, during construction, the project area is found to contain rare species,
natural plant communities, or special features, TPWD recommends that
precautions be taken to avoid impacts to them.

Section 3.6.2 State-listed Species

Section 3.6.2 describes activities that could result in incidental take of state-listed
species, particularly more sedentary species such as the Texas tortoise. TPWD
appreciates the proposed best management practices (BMPs) that would be
implemented and agrees that they may reduce potential negative impacts to
wildlife including listed species. In addition to the Texas tortoise being
characterized as sedentary, all reptiles can be immobile, and therefore more
susceptible to impacts, during cold weather. Recommendations to address these
situations were provided in our previous letter.

Chapter S Best Management Practices

CBP propose to implement a number of BMPs that would avoid and/or minimize
potential impacts to natural resources. These BMPs include avoiding the spread
of non-native plants, revegetating disturbed areas with native seeds or plants,
limiting construction vehicle speeds, implementing measures to avoid or address
wildlife entrapment, and implementing migratory bird protections.

Comment: TPWD appreciates and supports the proposed BMPs and agrees
they would be effective in reducing potential impacts to natural resources.



Mr. Joseph Zidron
December 12, 2016
Page 4 of 4

Section 5.4 Protected Species

In addition to BMPs to protect wildlife, all contractors, work crews, and CBP
personnel will receive environmental awareness training that will include maps
indicating the occurrence of potentially affected Federally listed species, ecology,
habitat requirements, and behavior of those species and penalties for violating the
Endangered Species Act (ESA). Additionally, photographs of potentially affected
Federally listed species will be incorporated into the training and will be posted.

Recommendation: TPWD recommends environmental awareness training
also include state-listed species, particularly those most likely to be
encountered in the project areas (e.g., reticulate collared lizard, speckled racer,
Texas horned lizard, Texas indigo snake, Texas tortoise). TPWD provided
maps indicating the occurrence of state-listed species as an attachment to the
April 17, 2015, letter.  Ecology, habitat requirements and behavior
information is available online on the Annotated County List of Rare Species
(http://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/rtest/).

Contractors should also be informed that state law prohibits any take
(incidental or otherwise) of state-listed species. Laws and regulations
pertaining to state-listed endangered or threatened animals are contained in
Chapters 67 and 68 of the Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPW) Code; laws
pertaining to endangered or threatened plants are contained in Chapter 88 of
the TPW Code. There are penalties, which may include fines and/or jail time
in addition to payment of restitution values, associated with take of state-listed
species. Please see “Laws and Regulations Applicable to TPWD Review” at:
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/wildlife_diversity/habitat_asse
ssment/laws.phtml.

[ appreciate the opportunity to review and comment on this project. Please
contact me at (361) 825-3240 or russell.hooten@tpwd.texas.gov if you have any
questions regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

Russell Hooten
Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
Wildlife Division

/th 37266
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December 14, 2016

Mr. Joseph Zidron

U.S. Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Dear Mr. Zidron:

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA)
and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Region 6 has reviewed the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) titled “Remote Video
Surveillance System Tower Upgrade Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen, Falfurrias, and
Kingsville Stations’ Areas of Responsibility”. The proposed action will provide enhanced
surveillance and detection capabilities that will facilitate in law enforcement response to illegal
activity along the border. The project involves the construction and maintenance of 32 Remote
Video Surveillance System (RVSS) towers, utilities and utility corridors, and access roads and
access drives.

We have enclosed detailed comments for your consideration in preparation of the Final
EA. Please provide your responses to our comments in a dedicated section of the Final EA to
validate that our comments were addressed.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to provide comments for the Draft EA. Please send the
Final EA to my attention. Should you have any questions or concerns regarding these
comments, do not hesitate to call me at 214-665-8565, or contact Stephanie Meyers of my staff,
at 214-665-6496 or meyers.stephanie@epa.gov for assistance.

Singerely,
L M

Robert Houston

Chief, Special Projects Section

Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division



DETAILED COMMENTS
ON THE -
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
FOR THE
REMOTE VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM TOWER UPGRADE
BROWNSVILLE, FORT BROWN, HARLINGEN, FALFURRIAS, AND KINGSVILLE
STATIONS’ AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY PROJECT

Soils and Prime Farmland

The Draft EA states approximately 9.2 acres of soil, of which 2.75 acres are prime
farmland soils, will be permanently disturbed at the new RVSS sites and approximately 24 acres
(of which 5.25 acres are prime farmlands) would be temporarily disturbed during construction
activities.

Recommendations:
¢ EPA recommends continuing to coordinate with the Natural Resources Conservation

Service (NRCS) on impacts to soils and prime farmland, and including the completed
Form AD1006 with the evaluation of the NRCS in the Final EA.,

Wildlife Resources, and Threatened and Endangered Species

The Draft EA states approximately 3.7 acres of various vegetative habitats would be
permanently lost, and approximately 75 acres would experience temporary degradation having a
short-term, minor impact on wildlife. 16 Federally endangered species, one candidate species,
and one state listed species have the potential to occur, or have been observed within the project
area. Also, there are 7 tower sites that are located near or within the Lower Rio Grande Valley
National Wildlife Refuge or Boca Chica State Park.

Recommendations:

e EPA advises following recommendations made by the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department on mitigation measures
and including correspondence in the Final EA.

e We also recommend submitting a Biological Evaluation to the USFWS, and including the
Biological Opinion of the USFWS in Final EA.




Floodplains

The Draft EA states that 8 tower sites are located within the 100-year floodplain,

Recommendations:

» EPA advises following recommendations from the United States Section of the
International Boundary and Water Commission, and including correspondence in the
Final EA.
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cc:

=
I Texas Department of Transportation

600 W. Interstate 2 | Pharr, Texas 78577-1231 | (956) 702-6100 | www.txdot.gov

January 5, 2017

Mr. Joseph Zidron

US Customs and Border Protection

Border Patrol Facilities and Tactical Infrastructure
Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Re: Environmental Assessment and Draft FONSI
Remote Video Surveillance System within Brownsville, Fort Brown, Harlingen,
Falfurrias and Kingsville Station’s Areas of Responsibility

Dear Mr. Zidron

In review of the November 2016 EA/ FONSI that you provided in your letter dated November 10,
2016, the FLF Checkpoint Tower preferred alternative along US 281 appears to be within TxDOT
right of way (ROW) and would negatively impact approximately 0.7 acres of native habitat. If
construction is to occur in TXDOT ROW or you need to connect to any state roadway as you improve
or construct access roads to the proposed facilities, you will need to coordinate with our TxDOT
Hebbronville Area Office to satisfy TxDOT access management policies and for the permitting
process of the access roads once you are in design.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposed project and if you need any additional
information, please connect Rex Costley, Director of Maintenance, who handles access issues and
right of way permits, at 956-702-6137.

?harr District Engine

Rex Costley, P.E., Director of Maintenance
Eduardo Gracia, Jr., P.E., Hebbronville Area Engineer

OUR GOALS
MAINTAIN A SAFE SYSTEM = ADDRESS CONGESTION = CONNECT TEXAS COMMUNITIES = BEST IN CLASS STATE AGENCY
An Equal Opportunity Employer



APPENDIX B
BROWNSVILLE, FORT BROWN, HARLINGEN, FALFURRIAS, AND

KINGSVILLE STATIONS’ SITE AND ROAD MAPS
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APPENDIX D
AIR QUALITY CALCULATIONS
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