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FY 2012 Mid-Year Import Trade Trends Report

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has released the FY 2012 Mid-
Year Import Trade Trends Report. While the U.S. Census Bureau issues
monthly trade statistics at the aggregate level, CBP’s Import Trade Trends
|| Reports are produced semi-annually, feature graphic analysis and trade

{ highlights, and are designed to trace major trade patterns and their impact
on CBP workload and initiatives.

“As fiscal year 2012 has progressed, import levels have been steadily rising - a promising economic indica-
tor,” states Deputy Commissioner, David V. Aguilar. “By mid-year, U.S. Customs and Border Protection proc-
essed imports valued at nearly $1.2 trillion, a 10 percent increase over import values a year earlier.” The re-
port contains other statistics that indicate an increase in the number of importers, lines of merchandise, and
the amount of products contained in shipments, all strong indications that importers have confidence in con-
sumer spending and expect to be able to sell additional merchandise.

Highlighted in the report is CBP’s cargo processing modernization program, the Automated Commercial Envi-
ronment, or ACE. “During the last two years we’ve made some tremendous strides with ACE,” states Aguilar.
Working closely with the trade community, we have been able to accomplish more during the last two years
than the previous five. This is of utmost importance for CBP and for our nation. CBP is charged with some of
the most critical parts of America’s economic and physical security. With that comes the requirement that we
stay agile by modernizing our processes and methodologies, especially as we face a world of increased trade
volumes and the rapidly escalating complexity of modern trade. In doing so, we contribute to the nation’s se-

curity, prosperity, and economic competitiveness in the work we perform each day.”

The full FY 2012 Mid-Year Import Trade Trends report, is available on the CBP Website. For more
information on CBP trade reports, please contact of the Office of Congressional Affairs.
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On October 10, 2012,
following investigations
by U.S. Immigration and
, Customs Enforcement's
) 4 (ICE) Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI), the

. /
TSty U-S. Department of

Shows Counterfeit

f Transportation's Na-
Airbags Are Unsafe

tional Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
(NHTSA) issued a consumer safety advisory to alert
vehicle owners and repair professionals to the dan-
gers of counterfeit air bags.

While the counterfeit air bags seized in the investi-
gations look nearly identical to certified, original
equipment parts - including bearing the insignia
and branding of major automakers - NHTSA testing
showed consistent malfunctioning ranging from
non-deployment of the air bag to the expulsion of
metal shrapnel during deployment.

CBP Assists ICE, NHTSA with Counterfeit Airbag Investigation

While the full scope and scale of the problem of
counterfeit air bags is uncertain from currently avail-
able data, ICE and U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) have identified certain vehicle makes and
models for which these air bags may be available
based on seizures and investigations to date.

NHTSA has been working with a number of govern-
ment agencies - including ICE, CBP, and the Intel-
lectual Property Rights Coordination Center (IPR
Center) to better understand the issue of counter-
feit air bags and how to prevent them from being
purchased and installed in vehicles. To view the
video of the performance tests of the counterfeit air
bags, visit NHTSA’s website.

Consumers who believe they may be at risk should
contact the call center that has been established by
their auto manufacturer. The full list of call centers
and additional information is available at Safer-

Car.gov.

The Office of Congressional Affairs is responsible for advising U.S. Customs and Border Protection leadership on legislative and congressional matters and for as-
sisting members of Congress and their staffs in understanding current and proposed U.S. Customs and Border Protection programs. Please contact us with any
questions at: Telephone: 202-344-1760 / Fax: 202-344-2152 / E-mail: OCAlnquiry@cbp.dhs.gov.
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CBP Enforcement News

CBP Officers Seize Lead-Contaminated Children’s Halloween Costumes
Seattle, Wa.— On Tuesday, October 16, 2012, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers and Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) investigators seized two shipments of children's pirate costumes for containing
eleven times the legal limit of lead. The shipments, originating in China, were destined for a distributor in the Seattle
area. All 1,371 costumes, valued at more than $10,000 will be destroyed.

— Visit the CBP Newsroom for the full story.

CBP Officers Intercept ‘Date-Rape’ Drug
Nogales, Az.— On Tuesday, October 23, 2012, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers apprehended a
female Mexican national after they discovered that she was in possession of 310 vials of ketamine. The Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA) describes ketamine as a clear, odorless and tasteless liquid developed in the early
1960s to replace Phencyclidine (PCP) as an anesthetic. Since ketamine also induces amnesia, it is sometimes given
to unsuspecting victims prior to the commission of sexual assaults. This illegal practice is referred to as “drug rape”
or “date rape.” The drugs were seized and the suspect was referred for prosecution.

— Visit the CBP Newsroom for the full story.

CBP Border Patrol Agents Arrest MS-13 Gang Member

Yuma, Az.— On Saturday, October 13, 2012, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Yuma Sector Border Patrol agents,
patrolling near Andrade, California, observed the illegal entry of four subjects. Agents responded to the area on ATVs
and apprehended the group. During processing, agents learned one of the subjects was a Honduran national and a

held for prosecution.

member of the MS-13 gang. The suspected gang member was last deported in April of this year and is now being

— Visit the CBP Newsroom for the full story.

more potent than their natural counterparts.

CBP Laboratories and Scientific Services Identify New Synthetic Drugs Crossing the Border

Chicago, Il.— The practice of designing and importing illegal synthetic drugs has exploded in recent years. The mo-
lecular makeup of these new drugs are somewhat of a mystery, but in the last few months, U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Laboratories and Scientific Services (LSS) chemists in Chicago have identified three new derivatives of
synthetic marijuana and methamphetamine compounds making their way into America. The volume of these de-
signer highs is reaching a whole new level of danger because some of these synthetic drugs are 100 to 800 times

— Visit the CBP Newsroom for the full story.

%‘\ Due to concerns over participant safety and potential |
MPTOSI\A\?M“‘ travel disruptions related to Hurricane Sandy, U.S. Cus-
oY

toms and Border Protection has decided to postpone the
“!’/ East Coast Trade Symposium that had been scheduled

for October 29—30, 2012. “We apologize for this incon-
venience, but due to the strength and breadth of this storm we believe this postponement is
the appropriate decision,” said CBP Deputy Commissioner David V. Aguilar. “We do not want
to risk the safety of our participants, many of whom would be traveling to Washington D.C. to
attend.” Aguilar also said that the nature of the storm is such that the agency’s emergency
response protocols have been activated and must take precedence. CBP will announce new
plans for the symposium as soon as possible. CBP officials apologize for this inconvenience
and will reschedule this important event in the near future. For more information about CBP’s
preparations for Hurricane Sandy, please visit CBP.gov.

National Cyber Security
Awareness Month

Committed to Cyber Security

The nation’s critical infrastructure relies heavily on the Internet
for everything from submitting taxes, to following traffic signals, to
even powering our homes. Yet, for all of its advantages, increased
connectivity brings increased risk of crime. President Obama des-
=~ ignated October as National Cyber Security Awareness Month

o (NCSAM) and is sponsored by the Department of Homeland Secu-

Secretary Napolitano’s [ ; ; i
Ciber Secmin Medda oo rity (DHS). For more information, please visit DHS.gov.

Secretary Janet Napolitano

Department of Homeland Security

Visa Waiver Program

Earlier this month, Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity Napolitano announced the designation of
Taiwan into the Visa Waiver Program (VWP)—
streamlining travel for thousands of eligible Tai-
wan passport holders, while maintaining strong
security standards. Eligible Taiwan passport
holders will be able to visit the United States
without visas as of November 1, 2012.

Taiwan will join 36 participants in the VWP—
which permits visa-free travel to the United
States for eligible travelers visiting the United
States for 90 days or fewer for business or tour-
ism. Like other VWP travelers, eligible Taiwan
passport holders will be required to apply for
advanced authorization through the Electronic
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA).

In Fiscal Year 2011, the VWP accounted for 18.3
million visits to the United States, or more than
60 percent of tourist and business travelers en-
tering the United States by air. In Fiscal Year
2011, 243,186 visitors from Taiwan traveled to
the United States. For more information, visit
DHS.gov or contact the Office of Congressional
Affairs.

The Office of Congressional Affairs is responsible for ad-

vising U.S. Customs and Border Protection leadership on legislative and congressional matters and for assisting members of Congress and their staffs in under-
standing current and proposed U.S. Customs and Border Protection programs. Please contact us with any questions at: Telephone: 202-344-1760 / Fax: 202-344-


http://www.dhs.gov/video/secretary-napolitanos-cybersecurity-message

	October 26, 2012

	Volume 1, Issue 3

	Office of Congressional Affairs
202.344.1760


	Michael J. Yeager, Assistant Commissioner


	Kim M. Lowry, Deputy Assistant Commissioner

	
Branch Chiefs:

	 In this Issue

	Page #

	CBP Enforcement News

	Volume 1, Issue 3

	October 26, 2012



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



