
U.S. Customs and Border Protection

◆

EXTENSION OF THE AIR CARGO ADVANCE SCREENING
(ACAS) PILOT PROGRAM

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, DHS.

ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: On October 24, 2012, U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) published a notice in the Federal Register that an-
nounced the formalization and expansion of the Air Cargo Advance
Screening (ACAS) pilot program that would run for six months. CBP
subsequently published several notices extending the pilot period
and/ or reopening the application period to new participants for lim-
ited periods. The most recent notice extended the pilot period through
July 26, 2016. This document announces that CBP is extending the
pilot period for an additional year. The ACAS pilot is a voluntary test
in which participants submit a subset of required advance air cargo
data to CBP at the earliest point practicable prior to loading of the
cargo onto the aircraft destined to or transiting through the United
States.

DATES: CBP is extending the ACAS pilot program through July
26, 2017. Comments concerning any aspect of the announced test
may be submitted at any time during the test period.

ADDRESSES: Written comments concerning program, policy, and
technical issues may be submitted via email to
CBPCCS@cbp.dhs.gov. In the subject line of the email, please use
‘‘Comment on ACAS pilot’’.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Craig Clark,
Cargo and Conveyance Security, Office of Field Operations, U.S.
Customs & Border Protection, via email at craig.clark@cbp.dhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On October 24, 2012, CBP published a general notice in the Fed-
eral Register (77 FR 65006, corrected in 77 FR 65395)1 announcing

1 This Federal Register notice, published on October 26, 2012, corrected the email address
under the ADDRESSES heading for submitting applications or comments. The correct
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that CBP is formalizing and expanding the ACAS pilot to include
other eligible participants in the air cargo environment. The notice
provides a description of the ACAS pilot, sets forth eligibility require-
ments for participation, and invites public comments on any aspect of
the test. In brief, the ACAS pilot revises the time frame for pilot
participants to transmit a subset of mandatory advance electronic
information for air cargo. CBP regulations implementing the Trade
Act of 2002 specify the required data elements and the time frame for
submitting them to CBP. Pursuant to title 19, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (19 CFR) 122.48a, the required advance information for air
cargo must be submitted no later than the time of departure of the
aircraft for the United States (from specified locations) or four hours
prior to arrival in the United States for all other locations.

The ACAS pilot is a voluntary test in which participants agree to
submit a subset of the required 19 CFR 122.48a data elements (ACAS
data) at the earliest point practicable prior to loading of the cargo
onto the aircraft destined to or transiting through the United States.
The ACAS data is used to target high-risk air cargo. CBP is consid-
ering possible amendments to the regulations regarding advance
information for air cargo. The results of the ACAS pilot will help
determine the relevant data elements, the time frame within which
data must be submitted to permit CBP to effectively target, identify
and mitigate any risk with the least practicable impact on trade
operations, and any other related procedures and policies.

Extension of the ACAS Pilot Period

The October 2012 notice announced that the ACAS pilot would run
for six months. The notice provided that if CBP determined that the
pilot period should be extended, CBP would publish another notice in
the Federal Register. The October 2012 notice also stated that
applications for new ACAS pilot participants would be accepted until
November 23, 2012. CBP subsequently published several notices ex-
tending the pilot period and/or reopening the application period to
new participants for limited periods. On December 26, 2012, CBP
published a notice in the Federal Register (77 FR 76064) reopening
the application period for new participants until January 8, 2013. On
January 3, 2013, the Federal Register published a correction (78
FR 315) stating that the correct date of the close of the reopened
application period was January 10, 2013. On April 23, 2013, CBP
published a notice in the Federal Register (78 FR 23946) extending
the ACAS pilot period through October 26, 2013, and reopening the
application period through May 23, 2013. On October 23, 2013, CBP
published a notice in the Federal Register (78 FR 63237) extending
the ACAS pilot period through July 26, 2014, and reopening the
application period through December 23, 2013. On July 28, 2014,

email address is CBPCCS@cbp.dhs.gov.
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CBP published a notice in the Federal Register (79 FR 43766)
extending the ACAS pilot period through July 26, 2015, and reopen-
ing the application period through September 26, 2014. Finally, on
July 27, 2015, CBP published a notice in the Federal Register (80
FR 44360) extending the ACAS pilot period through July 26, 2016,
and reopening the application period through October 26, 2015.

Each extension of the pilot period and reopening of the application
period has allowed for a significant increase in the diversity and
number of pilot participants. The current pilot participants now rep-
resent a strong sample size of the air cargo community and new pilot
participants will not be accepted.

CBP intends to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking to incorporate
ACAS as an ongoing regulatory program taking into account the
results of the pilot and has begun work on that process. CBP would
like the pilot to continue during the rulemaking process. This will
provide continuity in the flow of advance air cargo security informa-
tion and serve as a stop-gap measure to address the vulnerability of
the air cargo supply chain identified by the October 2010 Yemen cargo
plot. CBP would also like to provide pilot participants with the addi-
tional opportunity to adjust and test business procedures and opera-
tions in preparation for the forthcoming rulemaking.

For these reasons, CBP is extending the ACAS pilot period through
July 26, 2017.

Dated: July 19, 2016.

TODD C. OWEN,
Executive Assistant Commissioner,

Office of Field Operations.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 22, 2016 (81 FR 47812)]

◆

APPROVAL OF AMSPEC SERVICES, LLC, AS A
COMMERCIAL GAUGER

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of approval of AmSpec Services, LLC, as a commer-
cial gauger.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that AmSpec Services, LLC, has been approved to gauge petroleum
and certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next
three years as of March 24, 2016.
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EFFECTIVE DATE: The accreditation and approval of AmSpec
Services, LLC, as commercial gauger and laboratory became
effective on March 24, 2016. The next triennial inspection date will
be scheduled for March 2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 19 CFR 151.13, that AmSpec
Services, LLC, 11725 Port Rd., Seabrook, TX 77586, has been ap-
proved to gauge petroleum and certain petroleum products for cus-
toms purposes, in accordance with the provisions of 19 CFR 151.13.
AmSpec Services, LLC is approved for the following gauging proce-
dures for petroleum and certain petroleum products from the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute (API):

API Chapters Title

1 ....................... Vocabulary.

3 ....................... Tank Gauging.

7 ....................... Temperature Determination.

8 ....................... Sampling.

11 ..................... Physical Properties.

12 ..................... Calculations.

17 ..................... Maritime Measurement.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct gauger services
should request and receive written assurances from the entity that it
is approved by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection to conduct the
specific gauger service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding
the specific gauger service this entity is approved to perform may be
directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling (202)
344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to
CBPGaugersLabs@cbp.dhs.gov. Please reference the Web site listed
below for a complete listing of CBP approved gaugers and accredited
laboratories.
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http://www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-

laboratories.

Dated: July 6, 2016.

IRA S. REESE,
Executive Director,

Laboratories and Scientific Services
Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 26, 2016 (81 FR 48826)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF INSPECTORATE
AMERICA CORPORATION, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER

AND LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of Inspectorate
America Corporation as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that Inspectorate America Corporation has been approved to gauge
petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to test
petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs purposes for
the next three years as of December 22, 2015.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The accreditation and approval of
Inspectorate America Corporation as commercial gauger and
laboratory became effective on December 22, 2015. The next
triennial inspection date will be scheduled for December 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR
151.13, that Inspectorate America Corporation, Road 127 KM 19.1,
Tallaboa-Peñuelas, P.R. 00624, has been approved to gauge petro-
leum and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petro-
leum and certain petroleum products for customs purposes, in accor-
dance with the provisions of 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13.
Inspectorate America Corporation is approved for the following gaug-
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ing procedures for petroleum and certain petroleum products from
the American Petroleum Institute (API):

API Chapters Title

3 ....................... Tank Gauging.

7 ....................... Temperature Determination.

8 ....................... Sampling.

12 ..................... Calculations.

17 ..................... Marine Measurement.

Inspectorate America Corporation is accredited for the following
laboratory analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and cer-
tain petroleum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–48 ............. ASTM D–4052 Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–13 ............. ASTM D–4294 Standard Test Method for Sulfur in Petro-
leum and Petroleum Products by Energy
Dispersive X-ray Fluorescence Spectrom-
etry.

27–04 ............. ASTM D–95 ... Standard Test Method for Water in Petro-
leum Products and Bituminous Materials
by Distillation.

27–08 ............. ASTM D–86 ... Standard Test Method for Distillation of Pe-
troleum Products at Atmospheric Pressure.

27–11 .............. ASTM D–445 Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids
(and Calculation of Dynamic Viscosity).

27–06 ............. ASTM D–473 Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extrac-
tion Method.

27–50 ............. ASTM D–93 ... Standard Test Methods for Flash Point by
Penske-Martens Closed Cup Tester.

27–02 ............. ASTM D–1298 Standard Test Method for Density, Relative
Density (Specific Gravity), or API Gravity
of Crude Petroleum and Liquid Petroleum
Products by Hydrometer Method.

27–03 ............. ASTM D–4006 Standard Test Method for Water in Crude
Oil by Distillation.

27–58 ............. ASTM D–5191 Standard Test Method for Vapor Pressure of
Petroleum Products (Mini Method).

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
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Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to
CBPGaugersLabs@cbp.dhs.gov. Please reference the Web site listed
below for a complete listing of CBP approved gaugers and accredited
laboratories.

http://www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-

laboratories

Dated: July 5, 2016.

IRA S. REESE,
Executive Director,

Laboratories and Scientific Services
Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 26, 2016 (81 FR 48823)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF INSPECTORATE
AMERICA CORPORATION, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER

AND LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of Inspectorate
America Corporation as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that Inspectorate America Corporation has been approved to gauge
petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to test
petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs purposes for
the next three years as of September 30, 2015.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The accreditation and approval of
Inspectorate America Corporation as commercial gauger and
laboratory became effective on September 30, 2015. The next
triennial inspection date will be scheduled for September 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR
151.13, that Inspectorate America Corporation, 12211 Port Rd., Sea-
brook, TX 77586, has been approved to gauge petroleum and certain
petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and certain
petroleum products for customs purposes, in accordance with the
provisions of 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13. Inspectorate
America Corporation is approved for the following gauging proce-
dures for petroleum and certain petroleum products from the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute (API):

API Chapters Title

3 ....................... Tank Gauging.

5 ....................... Metering.

7 ....................... Temperature Determination.

8 ....................... Sampling.

12 ..................... Calculations.

17 ..................... Marine Measurement.

Inspectorate America Corporation is accredited for the following
laboratory analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and cer-
tain petroleum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–48 ............. ASTM D–4052 Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–04 ............. ASTM D–95 ... Standard Test Method for Water in Petro-
leum Products and Bituminous Materials
by Distillation.

27–08 ............. ASTM D–86 ... Standard Test Method for Distillation of Pe-
troleum Products at Atmospheric Pressure.

27–46 ............. ASTM D–5002 Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Crude Oils by Digital Den-
sity Analyzer.

27–05 ............. ASTM D–4928 Standard Test Method for Water in Crude
Oils by Coulometric Karl Fischer Titra-
tion.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
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service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to
CBPGaugersLabs@cbp.dhs.gov. Please reference the Web site listed
below for a complete listing of CBP approved gaugers and accredited
laboratories.

http://www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-

laboratories

Dated: July 5, 2016.

IRA S. REESE,
Executive Director,

Laboratories and Scientific Services
Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 26, 2016 (81 FR 48824)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF AMSPEC SERVICES,
LLC, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER AND LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of AmSpec Services,
LLC, as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that AmSpec Services, LLC, has been approved to gauge petroleum
and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and
certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three
years as of January 20, 2016.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The accreditation and approval of AmSpec
Services, LLC, as commercial gauger and laboratory became
effective on January 20, 2016. The next triennial inspection date
will be scheduled for January 2019.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR
151.13, that AmSpec Services, LLC, 1836 Miller Cut Off Rd., La
Porte, TX 77571, has been approved to gauge petroleum and certain
petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and certain
petroleum products for customs purposes, in accordance with the
provisions of 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13. AmSpec Services,
LLC is approved for the following gauging procedures for petroleum
and certain petroleum products from the American Petroleum Insti-
tute (API):

API Chapters Title

3 ....................... Tank Gauging.

7 ....................... Temperature Determination.

8 ....................... Sampling.

11 ..................... Physical Properties.

12 ..................... Calculations.

17 ..................... Maritime Measurement.

AmSpec Services, LLC is accredited for the following laboratory
analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and certain petro-
leum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–01 ............. D287 ............... Standard Test Method for API Gravity of
Crude Petroleum and Petroleum Products.

27–03 ............. D4006 ............. Standard Test Method for Water in Crude
Oil by Distillation.

27–04 ............. D95 ................. Standard Test Method for Water in Petro-
leum Products and Bituminous Materials
by Distillation.

27–05 ............. D4928 ............. Standard Test Method for Water in Crude
Oils by Coulometric Karl Fischer Titra-
tion.

27–06 ............. D473 ............... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extrac-
tion Method.

27–11 .............. D445 ............... Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids.

27–13 ............. D4294 ............. Standard Test Method for Sulfur in Petro-
leum and Petroleum Products by Energy-
Dispersive X-ray Fluorescence Spectrom-
etry.
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CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–48 ............. D4052 ............. Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–50 ............. D93 ................. Standard Test Methods for Flash-Point by
Pensky-Martens Closed Cup Tester.

27–54 ............. D1796 ............. Standard Test Method for Water and Sedi-
ment in Fuel Oils by the Centrifuge
Method.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to
CBPGaugersLabs@cbp.dhs.gov. Please reference the Web site listed
below for a complete listing of CBP approved gaugers and accredited
laboratories.

http://www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-

laboratories

Dated: July 6, 2016.

IRA S. REESE,
Executive Director,

Laboratories and Scientific Services
Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 26, 2016 (81 FR 48825)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF LABORATORY
SERVICE, INC., AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER AND

LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of Laboratory Ser-
vice, Inc., as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that Laboratory Service, Inc., has been approved to gauge petroleum
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and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and
certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three
years as of June 17, 2015.

DATES: The accreditation and approval of Laboratory Service,
Inc., as commercial gauger and laboratory became effective on June
17, 2015. The next triennial inspection date will be scheduled for
June 2018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR
151.13, that Laboratory Service, Inc., 85 Lafayette St., Carteret, NJ
07008, has been approved to gauge petroleum and certain petroleum
products and accredited to test petroleum and certain petroleum
products for customs purposes, in accordance with the provisions of
19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13. Laboratory Service, Inc., is ap-
proved for the following gauging procedures for petroleum and cer-
tain petroleum products from the American Petroleum Institute
(API):

API Chapters Title

1 ....................... Vocabulary.

3 ....................... Tank gauging.

7 ....................... Temperature determination.

8 ....................... Sampling.

12 ..................... Calculations.

17 ..................... Maritime measurement.

Laboratory Service, Inc., is accredited for the following laboratory
analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and certain petro-
leum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–11 .............. D445 ............... Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids.
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CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–48 ............. D4052 ............. Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

Pending .......... D1364 ............. Standard Test Method for Water in Volatile
Solvents (Karl Fischer Reagent Titration
Method).

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to
CBPGaugersLabs@cbp.dhs.gov. Please reference the Web site listed
below for a complete listing of CBP approved gaugers and accredited
laboratories

http://www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-

laboratories

Dated: July 6, 2016.

IRA S. REESE,
Executive Director,

Laboratories and Scientific Services
Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 26, 2016 (81 FR 48825)]

◆

NOTICE ANNOUNCING THE AUTOMATED COMMERCIAL
ENVIRONMENT (ACE) PROTEST MODULE AS THE SOLE
CBP-AUTHORIZED METHOD FOR FILING ELECTRONIC

PROTESTS

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: General notice.

SUMMARY: This document announces that the Automated Com-
mercial Environment (ACE) Protest Module will be the sole method
authorized by the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) for filing electronic protests. This document also an-
nounces that CBP will no longer accept protests filed through the
Automated Broker Interface (ABI) to the Automated Commercial
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System (ACS). Upon the effective date of this notice, ACE will replace
ACS as the electronic data interchange system authorized for protest
filing.

DATES: Effective August 29, 2016, the ACE Protest Module will
be the sole CBP-authorized method for filing electronic protests.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For technical
questions related to the ACE Protest Module, or to request an ACE
Protest Account in the ACE Portal, contact your assigned client
representative. Interested parties without an assigned client
representative should direct their questions to Steven Zaccaro at
steven.j.zaccaro@cbp.dhs.gov with the subject heading “ACE Protest
Module.”

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Statutory Authority

Section 514 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1514),
provides that certain decisions made by CBP can be protested within
180 days of the date of liquidation, i.e., the date on which CBP’s
decision becomes final. Section 645 of Subtitle B of Title VI of the
North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act (Pub. L.
103–182, 107 Stat. 2057, December 8, 1993), commonly known as the
Customs Modernization Act, or Mod Act, amended section 514(c)(1) of
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1514(c)(1)) to permit the transmis-
sion of such protests to CBP electronically pursuant to an electronic
data interchange system.

Current Regulations

The CBP regulations governing protests are found in part 174 of
Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations (19 CFR part 174).

On January 14, 2011, CBP published a Final Rule in the Federal
Register (76 FR 2573) making technical corrections to part 174 and
related provisions in Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations. The
rule amended section 174.12(b) to conform to section 514(c)(1) of the
Tariff Act of 1930, allowing a protest to be transmitted electronically,
using the electronic data interchange system authorized by CBP for
that purpose.

Currently, CBP accepts electronic protests submitted through the
Automated Broker Interface (ABI) to the Automated Commercial
System (ACS), the electronic data interchange system currently au-
thorized by CBP for this purpose.
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Transition From ACS to ACE

In an effort to modernize the business processes essential to secur-
ing U.S. borders, facilitating the flow of legitimate shipments, and
targeting illicit goods pursuant to the Mod Act and the Security and
Accountability for Every (SAFE) Port Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109–347,
120 Stat. 1884), CBP developed the Automated Commercial Environ-
ment (ACE) to eventually replace ACS. Over the last several years,
CBP has tested ACE and provided significant public outreach to
ensure that the trade community is fully aware of the transition from
ACS to ACE. CBP is now transitioning electronic protest filing from
ACS to ACE. Upon the effective date of this notice, ACE will replace
ACS as the electronic data interchange system authorized for protest
filing.

ACE Protest Module as the Sole CBP-Authorized Method for the Fil-

ing of Electronic Protests

This notice announces that the ACE Protest Module will be the sole
CBP-authorized method for filing electronic protests. Filers who in-
tend to submit a protest electronically must use the ACE Protest
Module. The ACE Protest Module is an internet-based processing
module which allows a filer to submit an electronic protest to ACE for
processing by CBP. Protest filings will no longer be accepted in ACS.
This transition has no effect on filers who intend to submit their
protest in paper form, as specified in 19 CFR part 174.

Dated: July 22, 2016.

R. GIL KERLIKOWSKE,
Commissioner,

U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, July 28, 2016 (81 FR 49685)]
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