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office under dato of the 30th ultimo, by the inspector in charge at Laredo,

copy of one addressed by the same officer on the same date to Dr.
State Health Officer, Austin, Texas, and copy of a lettes®cddressed today by
this office to Dr. Goddard, all dealing with an invitation extended to the

inspector in charge at Laredo by Dr. Goddard to participate in, or detail a
reprecentative to participate in, a conference of Health Officers to be held
at Galveston on the 4th instant for the purpose of discussing border condi-

tions, with special reference to plague and quaranﬁ\ne matters.

Now parhaps is as good a time as any to inform the Bureau thst the

e
unpritjqc‘ﬁ)ed condition of the border is a subject which is receiving mors and
ttention as time goes on, and no evidence is visi nle of any prusnest -

mor-

R
(éﬁat the Immigration Service will do any more than it is now doing to remedy

J thgvéi twation, the seriousness of which has been urged in immumerable commmuni-

k%nﬁo?\%\ 1d reports from this office.

The Immigration Service on the border won for itself an enviable rep-
utation during the period in which its forces were at maximum strength. Al1

Departments of the Gowernment looked to it, #»d not in vain, to prevent the

surreptitious entry of aliens. The Immigration Patrol, whigh was established
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during the period referred to and which unfortunately was greatly curtailed at
the close of June 30, 1919, and completoly abolished at the close of August 18,
1919, performed wonderfully effective service,--a service unparalleled in the
history of affairs on the Mexican Border.

It is but natural that the reaction which set in with the withdrawal
of the Patrol, snd which apparently has not yet reached its limit, is occasion-
ing evor incroasing adverse criticism, not only on the part of Federal end
State Officials but on the part of the lawfully disposed elements of the pub-
lic in general. Practically every form of lawlessness on the border with which
Federal and State authoritias are concerned, has its origin or can be traced
to violations of the Immigration Act. Renegades crossing the border from Llex-
ico in raids on peaceful commnities or on cattle stealing expeditions are
usually aliens--llexicans; persons clandestinely entering tha United States
bringing personal belongings or effec;s carrying contagion are in the same
class. Tho same may be said of those who surreptitiously introduce cotton or
cotton seed carrying boll %eevil infection. Liquor smugglers ara in tho same
class. The illustrations might be carried out ad infinitum. Sufficient has
been said, it is believed however, to show how vitally and directly the Immi-
gration Serviee is concerned, and unless the Immigration Service is rehabili-
tated and restored to its former status as an effective instrumentality for
the suppression of thesa various forms of lawlessmess, it is not difficult to
conseive that some othar agency will in the not distant future be created to
deal with tho situation. The Customs Service, the Prohibition Servicze, the

Public Health Service, the Agricultural Department, the Bureau of Animal Indus-
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try, the Department of Justice and the Army, sre all directly concerned and
each in a way is responsiblo for the enforcement of certain laws along the
border having to do with the entry and exit of certain classes people or com-
moditi es. The Public Health Service, for instance, has no more quarrel with
the Immigration Service than the Imaigration Service has with the Public Heal th
Service. It is the duty, as this office understands it, of the “ublic Health
Service to effectively maintain quarantine against the introduction of diseases
into the United Syates from foreign countries. There is just as much reason
seemingly for the Public Health Service to assume the responsibility of ksep-
ing out discased aliens along the border as there is for this servize so to do,
and the analogy may properly be extended to each one of the various services re-
ferred to.

The fact remains, howsever, ‘that every Department of the Governmaent,
State and Federzl, and the publie as well, consider first and above everything
else, the fact that the violators being in the main aliens, it is primarily and
fundamentally the duty of the Immigration Service to look after them.

As this office views the situation, nothing would be gained by sending
a ropresentative of this service to the Galveston conference. If one attended,
he would be placed in the very embarrassing position of having to admit that
the border.is wide open between the stations from one end to the other; that
sufficient mon and money have not been supnlied to effectively administer the

immigration laws on the border.

Sooner or later some Department of the Government will be gompelled to
tal® hold of things on the Mexiscan Border and enforce the various federal less,

and the writer hopes the Immigration Service will not be required to tave a
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