December 23, 2008
MEMORANDUM FOR:
DIRECTORS, FIELD OPERATIONS
FROM
:


Executive Director, Trade Policy and Programs





Office of International Trade
SUBJECT:
GUIDANCE:  Mauritania is removed from receiving AGOA benefits effective January 1, 2009
You are directed to please disallow any benefits under AGOA for Mauritiania as of January 1, 2009.  Presidential Proclamation 8330, To Take Certain Actions Under the African Growth and Opportunity Act and the Generalized System of Preferences, dated December 19, 2008, terminated Mauritania’s eligibility for benefits under the AGOA as of January 1, 2009.  Therefore, in order to reflect in the HTS that beginning on January 1, 2009, Mauritania shall no longer be designated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country, general note 16(a) to the HTS is modified by deleting ``Islamic Republic of Mauritania'' from the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries.  
Copies of this memorandum should be made available to Assistant Directors Field Office, Trade; Port Directors; Assistant Port Directors; Supervisory Import Specialists; Trade Agreement Coordinators; Import Specialists; Importers; Brokers and other interested parties.

Please direct any questions to Ms. Heather Sykes, International Coordination Branch (heather.sykes@dhs.gov or 202-863-6099). 
Signed by Joe Rees for:
Brenda B. Smith
