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November 5, 2003

TO           :  
Directors, Field Operations

FROM      :  
Executive Director, Trade Compliance and Facilitation



Office of Field Operations

SUBJECT:  
Democratic Republic of Congo Eligible for African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Benefits 

BACKGROUND:

The Trade and Development Act of 2000 (“the Act”), was signed into law on 

May 18, 2000.  Title I of the Act authorized a new trade and investment policy for designated countries of sub-Saharan Africa and is referred to in the Act as the "African Growth and Opportunity Act" (AGOA).  

Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) 

(19 U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), authorizes the President to designate a country listed in section 107 of the AGOA as a “beneficiary sub-Saharan African (SSA) country.”  

Presidential Proclamation 7657 modified general note 16(a) of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States by inserting in alphabetical sequence in the list of beneficiary SSA countries “Democratic Republic of Congo.”  Pursuant to section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, Proclamation 7657, dated March 28, 2003 and published in the Federal Register on April 2, 2003 (68 FR 15921), designated the Democratic Republic of Congo (DROC) as an eligible SSA country and authorized the United States Trade Representative (USTR) to exercise the authority provided to the President under the Act.  The President directed the USTR to announce any such exercise of its authority in the Federal Register.  

On October 31, 2003, USTR, published a notice in the Federal Register 

(68 FR 62158-62159).  The notice stated that based on progress DROC has 

made in stabilizing its political situation, USTR has determined that DROC 

meets the eligibility criteria set forth in section 506A(a)(1) of the Act and as of October 31, 2003, DROC is designated as a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country for purposes of receiving the trade benefits of the AGOA for articles other than textiles and apparel.  
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ACTION:
Pursuant to the Federal Register Notice published on October 31, 2003 and Proclamation 7657, claims for preferential tariff treatment under the AGOA for non-textile merchandise from DROC entered, or withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, on or after October 31, 2003 will be accepted.   

Importers or their agents may avail themselves of all available post-entry procedures to receive a refund of duties for eligible AGOA non-textile articles from DROC entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for consumption on or after 

October 31, 2003.  

The Automated Commercial System has been updated to reflect the above referenced modifications.  Therefore, importers may file claims via ABI for duty-free treatment under the non-textile provisions of the AGOA for eligible merchandise from the Democratic Republic of Congo (ISO Code “CD”).  Claims may be made by using the Special Program Indicator (SPI) "D" for articles other than textiles and apparel.  

Copies of this memorandum should be made available to Port Directors, Interim Port Directors; Assistant Port Directors, Trade; Import and Entry Specialists; Inspectors; brokers; importers and other interested parties. 

Questions concerning this notice from the importing community should be referred to the local Customs and Border Protection (CBP) port. 

/s/ Louis Samenfink

for Elizabeth G. Durant

