CBP and the European Union
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The European Union (EU) is one of the United States’ strongest strategic partners with the importance of the relationship reflected in our close cooperation on a wide range of global challenges.  U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s works primarily with the Taxation & Customs Union Directorate (TAXUD) which manages the customs union and plays a vital role in protecting the external border of the EU.  On May 28, 1997, the U.S. and the European Commission signed a Customs and Mutual Assistance Agreement (CMAA).  Under Article 22 of this CMAA, a Joint Customs Cooperation Committee (JCCC) was established to discuss items of mutual interest and establish areas for cooperation.  On April 22, 2004, Irish Finance Minister, Charlie McCreevy, representing the European Commission (EC), and former Secretary Tom Ridge of the Department of Homeland Security, signed a supplementary agreement to intensify and broaden Customs Cooperation and Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters between the U.S. and the EU.  Under Article 5 of this agreement, a Steering Group was formed comprised of representatives of CBP, the EC and interested EU Member States to examine and make recommendations to the JCCC on related Customs issues.  These recommendations make up a Transatlantic Supply Chain Security Action Plan.  There are currently three active items in the Transatlantic Supply Chain Security Action Plan: mutual recognition of trade partnership programs; CSI Feeder Ports; and the U.S.-EU Fellowship at the National Targeting Center-Cargo (NTC-C).
CBP is also involved with Frontex.  Frontex is an EU agency headquartered in Warsaw, Poland established by European Council regulation in October 2004 and formally inaugurated in 2005.  It was created to integrate national border security systems of the Member States against threats that could happen at or through the external border of the EU.   In April 2009, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Frontex signed a Working Arrangement which formalized our relationship.
