
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF NMC GLOBAL
CORPORATION, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER AND

LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of NMC Global Cor-
poration, as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that NMC Global Corporation has been approved to gauge petroleum
and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and
certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three
years as of August 20, 2014.

DATES: Effective Dates: The accreditation and approval of NMC
Global Corporation, as commercial gauger and laboratory became
effective on August 20, 2014. The next triennial inspection date will
be scheduled for August 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1331
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is hereby given
pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13, that NMC Global
Corporation, 326 23rd St., Kenner, LA 70062, has been approved to
gauge petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to
test petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs
purposes, in accordance with the provisions of 19 CFR 151.12 and
19 CFR 151.13. NMC Global Corporation is approved for the
following gauging procedures for petroleum and certain petroleum
products per the American Petroleum Institute (API) Measurement
Standards:
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API chapters Title

3 .................................... Tank gauging.

7 .................................... Temperature determination.

8 .................................... Sampling.

11................................... Physical property.

12 .................................. Calculations.

17 .................................. Maritime measurement.

NMC Global Corporation is accredited for the following laboratory
analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and certain petro-
leum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–01 ........ ASTM D 287 ......... Standard Test Method for API Gravity of
Crude Petroleum and Petroleum Products
(Hydrometer Method).

27–04 ........ ASTM D 95 ........... Standard test method for water in petro-
leum products and bituminous materials by
distillation.

27–06 ........ ASTM D 473 ......... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extraction
Method.

27–11......... ASTM D 445 ......... Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids (the
Calculation of Dynamic Velocity).

27–13 ........ ASTM D 4294 ....... Standard test method for sulfur in petro-
leum and petroleum products by energy-
dispersive x- ray fluorescence spectrometry.

27–48 ........ ASTM D 4052 ....... Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–50 ........ ASTM D 93 ........... Standard test methods for flash point by
Pensky-Martens Closed Cup Tester.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to cbp.labhq@dhs.gov.
Please reference the Web site listed below for a complete listing of
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CBP approved gaugers and accredited laboratories. http://
www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-
laboratories

Dated: March 9, 2015.
IRA S. REESE,

Executive Director,
Laboratories and Scientific Services

Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 17, 2015 (80 FR 13883)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF INTERTEK USA,
INC., AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER AND LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of Intertek USA, Inc.,
as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that Intertek USA, Inc., has been approved to gauge petroleum and
certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and
certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three
years as of August 20, 2014.

DATES: Effective Dates: The accreditation and approval of
Intertek USA, Inc., as commercial gauger and laboratory became
effective on August 20, 2014. The next triennial inspection date will
be scheduled for August 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1331
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is hereby given
pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13, that Intertek USA,
Inc., 4398 Highway 77N, Marion, AR 72364, has been approved to
gauge petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to
test petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs
purposes, in accordance with the provisions of 19 CFR 151.12 and
19 CFR 151.13. Intertek USA, Inc., is approved for the following
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gauging procedures for petroleum and certain petroleum products
per the American Petroleum Institute (API) Measurement
Standards:

API chapters Title
3 .................................... Tank gauging.

7 .................................... Temperature determination.

8 .................................... Sampling.

12 .................................. Calculations.

17 .................................. Maritime measurement.

Intertek USA, Inc., is accredited for the following laboratory analy-
sis procedures and methods for petroleum and certain petroleum
products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Labo-
ratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for Testing and Mate-
rials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–04 ........ ASTM D 95 ........... Standard test method for water in petro-
leum products and bituminous materials by
distillation.

27–06 ........ ASTM D 473 ......... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extraction
Method.

27–08 ........ ASTM D 86 ........... Standard Test Method for Distillation of Pe-
troleum Products at Atmospheric Pressure.

27–11......... ASTM D 445 ......... Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids (the
Calculation of Dynamic Velocity).

27–13 ........ ASTM D 4294 ....... Standard test method for sulfur in petro-
leum and petroleum products by energy-
dispersive x-ray fluorescence spectrometry.

27–14 ........ ASTM D 2622 ....... Standard Test Method for Sulfur in Petro-
leum Products by Wavelength Dispersive
X-ray Fluorescence Spectrometry.

27–46 ........ ASTM D 5002 ....... Standard test method for density and rela-
tive density of crude oils by digital density
analyzer.

27–48 ........ ASTM D 4052 ....... Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–50 ........ ASTM D 93 ........... Standard test methods for flash point by
Pensky-Martens Closed Cup Tester.

27–53 ........ ASTM D 2709 ....... Standard Test Method for Water and Sedi-
ment in Middle Distillate Fuels by Centri-
fuge.

27–57 ........ ASTM D 7039 ....... Standard Test Method for Sulfur in Gasoline
and Diesel Fuel by Monochromatic Wave-
length Dispersive X-Ray Flurescence Spec-
trometry.
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CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–58 ........ ASTM D 5191 ....... Standard Test Method For Vapor Pressure
of Petroleum Products (Mini Method).

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 244–7060. The inquiry may also be sent to cbp.labhq@dhs.gov.
Please reference the Web site listed below for a complete listing of
CBP approved gaugers and accredited laboratories. http://
www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-
laboratories

Dated: March 9, 2015.
IRA S. REESE,

Executive Dircctor,
Laboratories and Scientific Services

Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 17, 2015 (80 FR 13883)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF INSPECTORATE
AMERICA CORPORATION, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER

AND LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of Inspectorate
America Corporation, as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that Inspectorate America Corporation has been approved to gauge
petroleum and certain petroleum products and accredited to test
petroleum and certain petroleum products for customs purposes for
the next three years as of November 17, 2014.

DATES: The accreditation and approval of Inspectorate America
Corporation, as commercial gauger and laboratory became effective
on November 17, 2014. The next triennial inspection date will be
scheduled for November 2017.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1331
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is hereby given
pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13, that Inspectorate
America Corporation, 1301 West Blancke St., Linden, NJ 07036,
has been approved to gauge petroleum and certain petroleum
products and accredited to test petroleum and certain petroleum
products for customs purposes, in accordance with the provisions of
19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13. Inspectorate America
Corporation is approved for the following gauging procedures for
petroleum and certain petroleum products per the American
Petroleum Institute (API) Measurement Standards:

API chapters Title

1 .................................... Vocabulary.

3 .................................... Tank gauging.

7 .................................... Temperature determination.

8 .................................... Sampling.

12 .................................. Calculations.

17 .................................. Maritime measurement.

Inspectorate America Corporation is accredited for the following
laboratory analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and cer-
tain petroleum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–01 ........ ASTM D 287 ......... Standard Test Method for API Gravity of
Crude Petroleum and Petroleum Products
(Hydrometer Method).

27–04 ........ ASTM D 95 ........... Standard test method for water in petro-
leum products and bituminous materials by
distillation.

27–06 ........ ASTM D 473 ......... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extraction
Method.

27–07 ........ ASTM D 4807 ....... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oil by Membrane Filtration.

27–08 ........ ASTM D 86 ........... Standard Test Method for Distillation of Pe-
troleum Products at Atmospheric Pressure.
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CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–11......... ASTM D 445 ......... Standard Test Method for Kinematic Viscos-
ity of Transparent and Opaque Liquids (the
Calculation of Dynamic Velocity).

27–13 ........ ASTM D 4294 ....... Standard test method for sulfur in petro-
leum and petroleum products by energy-
dispersive x-ray fluorescence spectrometry.

27–14 ........ ASTM D 2622 ....... Standard Test Method for Sulfur in Petro-
leum Products by Wavelength Dispersive
X-ray Fluorescence Spectrometry.

27–20 ........ ASTM D 4057 ....... Standard Practice for Manual Sampling of
Petroleum and Petroleum Products.

27–48 ........ ASTM D 4052 ....... Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

27–50 ........ ASTM D 93 ........... Standard test methods for flash point by
Pensky-Martens Closed Cup Tester.

27–53 ........ ASTM D 2709 ....... Standard Test Method for Water and Sedi-
ment in Middle Distillate Fuels by Centri-
fuge.

27–54 ........ ASTM D 1796 ....... Standard test method for water and sedi-
ment in fuel oils by the centrifuge method
(Laboratory procedure).

27–58 ........ ASTM D 5191 ....... Standard Test Method For Vapor Pressure
of Petroleum Products (Mini Method).

N/A............ ASTM D 1319 ....... Standard Test Method for Hydrocarbon
Types in Liquid Petroleum Products by
Fluorescent Indicator Adsorption.

N/A............ ASTM D 4815 ....... Standard Test Method for Determination of
MTBE, ETBE, TAME, DIPE, tertiary-Amyl
Alcohol and C1 to C4 Alcohols in Gasoline
by Gas Chromatography.

N/A............ ASTM D 5599 ....... Standard Test Method for Determination of
Oxygenates in Gasoline by Gas Chromatog-
raphy and Oxygen Selective Flame Ioniza-
tion Detection.

N/A............ ASTM D 3606 ....... Standard Test Method for Determination of
Benzene and Toluene in Finished Motor and
Aviation Gasoline by Gas Chromatography.

N/A............ ASTM D 5769 ....... Standard Test Method for Determination of
Benzene, Toluene, and Total Aromatics in
Finished Gasolines by Gas Chromatography/
Mass Spectrometry.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
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(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to cbp.labhq@dhs.gov.
Please reference the Web site listed below for a complete listing of
CBP approved gaugers and accredited laboratories. http://
www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-
laboratories.

Dated: March 9, 2015.
IRA S. REESE,

Executive Director,
Laboratories and Scientific Services

Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 17, 2015 (80 FR 13881)]

◆

ACCREDITATION AND APPROVAL OF NMC GLOBAL
CORPORATION, AS A COMMERCIAL GAUGER AND

LABORATORY

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of accreditation and approval of NMC Global Cor-
poration, as a commercial gauger and laboratory.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given, pursuant to CBP regulations,
that NMC Global Corporation has been approved to gauge petroleum
and certain petroleum products and accredited to test petroleum and
certain petroleum products for customs purposes for the next three
years as of October 28, 2014.

DATES: Effective Dates: The accreditation and approval of NMC
Global Corporation, as commercial gauger and laboratory became
effective on October 28, 2014. The next triennial inspection date
will be scheduled for October 2017.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Approved Gauger
and Accredited Laboratories Manager, Laboratories and Scientific
Services Directorate, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 1331
Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Suite 1500N, Washington, DC 20229,
tel. 202–344–1060.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is hereby given
pursuant to 19 CFR 151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13, that NMC Global
Corporation, 3139 Federal Rd., Pasadena, TX 77504, has been
approved to gauge petroleum and certain petroleum products and
accredited to test petroleum and certain petroleum products for
customs purposes, in accordance with the provisions of 19 CFR
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151.12 and 19 CFR 151.13. NMC Global Corporation is approved
for the following gauging procedures for petroleum and certain
petroleum products per the American Petroleum Institute (API)
Measurement Standards:

API chapters Title

3 .................................... Tank gauging.

7 .................................... Temperature determination.

8 .................................... Sampling.

12 .................................. Calculations.

17 .................................. Maritime measurement

NMC Global Corporation is accredited for the following laboratory
analysis procedures and methods for petroleum and certain petro-
leum products set forth by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Laboratory Methods (CBPL) and American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM):

CBPL No. ASTM Title

27–01 ........ ASTM D 287 ......... Standard Test Method for API Gravity of
Crude Petroleum and Petroleum Products
(Hydrometer Method).

27–04 ........ ASTM D 95 ........... Standard test method for water in petro-
leum products and bituminous materials by
distillation.

27–06 ........ ASTM D 473 ......... Standard Test Method for Sediment in
Crude Oils and Fuel Oils by the Extraction
Method.

27–13 ........ ASTM D 4294 ....... Standard test method for sulfur in petro-
leum and petroleum products by energy-
dispersive x-ray fluorescence spectrometry.

27–48 ........ ASTM D 4052 ....... Standard Test Method for Density and Rela-
tive Density of Liquids by Digital Density
Meter.

Anyone wishing to employ this entity to conduct laboratory analy-
ses and gauger services should request and receive written assur-
ances from the entity that it is accredited or approved by the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection to conduct the specific test or gauger
service requested. Alternatively, inquiries regarding the specific test
or gauger service this entity is accredited or approved to perform may
be directed to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection by calling
(202) 344–1060. The inquiry may also be sent to cbp.labhq@dhs.gov.
Please reference the Web site listed below for a complete listing of
CBP approved gaugers and accredited laboratories. http://
www.cbp.gov/about/labs-scientific/commercial-gaugers-and-
laboratories.
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Dated: March 9, 2015.
IRA S. REESE,

Executive Director,
Laboratories and Scientific Services

Directorate.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 17, 2015 (80 FR 13881)]

◆

NOTICE OF ISSUANCE OF FINAL DETERMINATION
CONCERNING CERTAIN NOTEBOOK COMPUTER

PRODUCTS

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: Notice of final determination.

SUMMARY: This document provides notice that U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (“CBP”) has issued a final determination concern-
ing the country of origin of certain notebook computer products
known as the EliteBook 840–G1 Notebook. Based upon the facts
presented, CBP has concluded that in all four scenarios, the country
of origin of the notebook computer is Country A for purposes of U.S.
Government procurement.

DATES: The final determination was issued on March 10, 2015. A
copy of the final determination is attached. Any party-at-interest,
as defined in 19 CFR 177.22(d), may seek judicial review of this
final determination within April 15, 2015.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Grace A. Kim,
Valuation and Special Programs Branch, Regulations and Rulings,
Office of International Trade (202) 325–7941.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is hereby given
that on March 10, 2015, pursuant to subpart B of Part 177, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Regulations (19 CFR part 177,
subpart B), CBP issued a final determination concerning the
country of origin of certain notebook computer products known as
the EliteBook 840–G1 Notebook, which may be offered to the U.S.
Government under an undesignated government procurement
contract. This final determination, HQ H240199, was issued under
procedures set forth at 19 CFR part 177, subpart B, which
implements Title III of the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 2511–18). In the final determination, CBP
concluded that in all four scenarios, the processing in Country D or
F does not result in a substantial transformation. Therefore, the
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country of origin of the notebook computer in all four scenarios is
Country A for purposes of U.S. Government procurement.

Section 177.29, CBP Regulations (19 CFR 177.29), provides that a
notice of final determination shall be published in the Federal Reg-
ister within 60 days of the date the final determination is issued.
Section 177.30, CBP Regulations (19 CFR 177.30), provides that any
party-at-interest, as defined in 19 CFR 177.22(d), may seek judicial
review of a final determination within 30 days of publication of such
determination in the Federal Register.
Dated: March 10, 2015.

GLEN E. VEREB,
Acting Executive Director, Regulations and

Rulings,
Office of International Trade.
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HQ H240199
March 10, 2015

OT:RR:CTF:VS H240199 GaK
CATEGORY: Origin

MR. CARLOS HALASZ

HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY

8501 SW 152 ST.
PALMETTO BAY, FL 33157

RE: U.S. Government Procurement; Country of Origin of Computer Note-
book; Substantial Transformation

DEAR MR. HALASZ:
This is in response to your letter dated March 14, 2013, and your supple-

mental submission dated March 10, 2014 requesting a final determination on
behalf of Hewlett-Packard Company (“HP”) pursuant to Subpart B of Part
177 of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) Regulations (19 CFR
part 177). Under these regulations, which implement Title III of the Trade
Agreements Act of 1979 (“TAA”), as amended (19 U.S.C. 2511 et seq.), CBP
issues country of origin advisory rulings and final determinations as to
whether an article is or would be product of a designated country or instru-
mentality for the purposes of granting waivers of certain “Buy American”
restrictions in U.S. law or for products offered for sale to the U.S. Govern-
ment. This final determination concerns the country of origin of HP’s Elite-
Book 840–G1 Notebook (“Elitebook”). As a U.S. importer, HP is a party-at-
interest within the meaning of 19 CFR 177.22(d)(1) and is entitled to request
this final determination. A meeting was held at our office on January 5, 2015.

In your letter, you requested confidential treatment for certain information
contained in the file. Pursuant to 19 CFR 177.2(b)(7), the identified informa-
tion has been bracketed and will be redacted in the public version of this final
determination.

FACTS:

The Elitebook is a commercial notebook computer. The components of the
Elitebook are sourced from various countries. The components include:

• Base Unit: The base unit is the bottom of the finished notebook made of
a metal frame, with metal or plastic skins. The base unit includes
antennae, a printed circuit assembly (“PCA”), the central processing
unit (“CPU”), the BIOS chip, the keyboard, cables, connectors and
speakers. The CPU is sourced in Country A, [******] or Country G,
[******]. The base unit is assembled in Country A, a non-TAA desig-
nated country.

• Hinge-Up: The hinge-up is the top of the finished notebook. It consists of
an LCD display, surrounding frame, and hinges for attachment to the
base unit. The hinge-up is assembled in Country A.

• Hard Disk Drive/Solid State Drive: The drives store data, including the
operating system and value-added software. Both drives are sourced in
Country A or Country B, [******] a TAA designated country.
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• WLAN Card: The WLAN card establishes wireless connections with
other devices. It consists of a printed circuit board, radio frequency
transmit/receive components and baseband processor. The country of
origin of the WLAN card is Country A.

• Random Access Memory (RAM): The RAM are integrated circuits affixed
to a printed circuit board. It has direct access to the CPU and is the main
memory system. It is produced in Country A, Country B, or Country C,
[******] a TAA designated country.

• Battery: The country of origin of the battery is Country A.

• BIOS: The BIOS executes the instructions that start the notebook and
prepares the hardware for use. It loads the operating system and passes
control of many functions to the operating system. The BIOS is devel-
oped and written at HP’s laboratory in Country D, [******] a TAA
designated country.

• Operating system (“OS”): The OS works with application programs to
perform user interface, job management, task management, data man-
agement, device management, and security. The OS is a third-party
product that HP downloads onto most Elitebooks, and is developed in
Country D.

• Other minor components such as cables, brackets, screws, CD’s and
manuals are sourced from a variety of countries, and comprise less than
2% of the Elitebook.

The BIOS is electronically transmitted from Country D to Country E,
[******] a TAA designated country, where it is maintained by a HP team.
BIOS maintenance includes adding device support, such as a new wireless
LAN card, and improving field issues that were not discovered during stan-
dard testing. HP states that the Elitebook is non-functional without the BIOS
because it executes the instructions that start the notebook and provides the
basic instructions for controlling the system hardware, and includes all
necessary hardware drivers and provides a uniform interface for the OS to
access the hardware. HP further states that the BIOS authenticates the
hardware, OS, and application programs before they are loaded.

According to your letter, HP will assemble the Elitebook by one of the four
scenarios described below. According to your letter, HP will assemble the
Elitebook by one of the four scenarios described below.

Scenario 1: This scenario applies when all the components are imported to
Country F, [******] a TAA designated country for assembly.

1. The base unit is placed over the hinge-up.
2. The hinges are closed and screwed shut.
3. Cables for the display and the antennae are routed and secured to avoid

damage.
4. The unit is moved to a station where the memory, hard disk/solid state

drive, and WLAN are installed into the unit, connected and secured in place.
5. The battery is inserted into the base unit.
6. The unit is moved to the next station where the OS is downloaded onto

the hard disk/solid state drive. The BIOS is downloaded on the flash device
(BIOS chip) that is inside the base unit.
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After assembly is complete, the unit goes through a testing phase, where
the operator performs tests as indicated by HP developed diagnostic software
and addresses any problems that arise. The acceptable units are sent to
packaging and 4% of the units are reviewed for quality assurance, which
consists of a “hood off” audit to ensure that all components are present, a
“pre-test” using a software diagnostic program, and a “run-in” software di-
agnostic program to identify possible errors that are fixed after the run. After
packaging, 2% of the units are opened for an “out of the box audit” to ensure
that all accessories are included and the “run-in” test is executed.

Scenario 2: This scenario is identical to Scenario 1 except that the base unit
and the hinge-up are combined in Country A and imported into Country F for
remaining assembly processes, testing, quality control and packaging.

Scenario 3: This scenario is identical to Scenario 1 except that all the
hardware components are assembled in Country A before they are imported
to Country F. The production/assembly that occurs in Country F are the BIOS
and the OS download as well as the testing, quality control and packaging.

Scenario 4: In this scenario, all the hardware components are assembled in
Country A and imported to Country D. The BIOS and the OS is downloaded
in Country D then the notebook goes through testing, quality control and
packaging.

ISSUE:

In each scenario, what is the country of origin of the Elitebook for purposes
of U.S. government procurement?

LAW AND ANALYSIS:

Pursuant to Subpart B of Part 177, 19 CFR 177.21 et seq., which imple-
ments Title III of the Trade Agreements Act of 1979, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2511 et seq.), CBP issues country of origin advisory rulings and final deter-
minations as to whether an article is or would be a product of a designated
country or instrumentality for the purposes of granting waivers of certain
“Buy American” restrictions in U.S. law or practice for products offered for
sale to the U.S. Government.

Under the rule of origin set forth under 19 U.S.C. 2518(4)(B):
An article is a product of a country or instrumentality only if (i) it is wholly

the growth, product, or manufacture of that country or instrumentality, or (ii)
in the case of an article which consists in whole or in part of materials from
another country or instrumentality, it has been substantially transformed
into a new and different article of commerce with a name, character, or use
distinct from that of the article or articles from which it was so transformed.

See also 19 CFR 177.22(a).
In determining whether the combining of parts or materials constitutes a

substantial transformation, the determinative issue is the extent of opera-
tions performed and whether the parts lose their identity and become an
integral part of the new article. Belcrest Linens v. United States, 573 F. Supp.
1149 (Ct. Int’l Trade 1983), aff’d, 741 F.2d 1368 (Fed. Cir. 1984). Assembly
operations that are minimal or simple, as opposed to complex or meaningful,
will generally not result in a substantial transformation. See C.S.D. 80–111,
C.S.D. 85–25, C.S.D. 89–110, C.S.D. 89– 118, C.S.D. 90–51, and C.S.D. 90–97.
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If the manufacturing or combining process is a minor one which leaves the
identity of the article intact, a substantial transformation has not occurred.
Uniroyal, Inc. v. United States, 3 Ct. Int’l Trade 220, 542 F. Supp. 1026 (1982),
aff’d 702 F. 2d 1022 (Fed. Cir. 1983).

“The term ‘character’ is defined as ‘one of the essentials of structure, form,
materials, or function that together make up and usually distinguish the
individual.”’ Uniden America Corporation v. United States, 120 F. Supp. 2d.
1091, 1096 (citations omitted) (Ct. Int’l Trade 2000), citing National Hand
Tool Corp. v. United States, 16 Ct. Int’l Trade 308, 311 (1992). In Uniden
(concerning whether the assembly of cordless telephones and the installation
of their detachable A/C (alternating current) adapters constituted instances
of substantial transformation), the Court of International Trade applied the
“essence test” and found that “[t]he essence of the telephone is housed in the
base and the handset.

In Data General v. United States, 4 Ct. Int’l Trade 182 (1982), the court
determined that for purposes of determining eligibility under item 807.00,
Tariff Schedules of the United States (predecessor to subheading 9802.00.80,
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States), the programming of a
foreign PROM (Programmable Read-Only Memory chip) in the United States
substantially transformed the PROM into a U.S. article. In programming the
imported PROMs, the U.S. engineers systematically caused various distinct
electronic interconnections to be formed within each integrated circuit. The
programming bestowed upon each circuit its electronic function, that is, its
“memory” which could be retrieved. A distinct physical change was effected in
the PROM by the opening or closing of the fuses, depending on the method of
programming. This physical alteration, not visible to the naked eye, could be
discerned by electronic testing of the PROM. The court noted that the pro-
grams were designed by a U.S. project engineer with many years of experi-
ence in “designing and building hardware.” In addition, the court noted that
while replicating the program pattern from a “master” PROM may be a quick
one-step process, the development of the pattern and the production of the
“master” PROM required much time and expertise. The court noted that it
was undisputed that programming altered the character of a PROM. The
essence of the article, its interconnections or stored memory, was established
by programming. The court concluded that altering the non-functioning cir-
cuitry comprising a PROM through technological expertise in order to pro-
duce a functioning read only memory device, possessing a desired distinctive
circuit pattern, was no less a “substantial transformation” than the manual
interconnection of transistors, resistors and diodes upon a circuit board
creating a similar pattern.

In Texas Instruments v. United States, 681 F.2d 778, 782 (CCPA 1982), the
court observed that the substantial transformation issue is a “mixed question
of technology and customs law.”

In C.S.D. 84–85, 18 Cust. B. & Dec. 1044, CBP stated:
We are of the opinion that the rationale of the court in the Data General

case may be applied in the present case to support the principle that the
essence of an integrated circuit memory storage device is established by
programming; . . . [W]e are of the opinion that the programming (or repro-

15 CUSTOMS BULLETIN AND DECISIONS, VOL. 49, NO. 13, APRIL 1, 2015



gramming) of an EPROM results in a new and different article of commerce
which would be considered to be a product of the country where the program-
ming or reprogramming takes place.

Accordingly, the programming of a device that confers its identity as well as
defines its use generally constitutes substantial transformation. See also
Headquarters Ruling Letter (“HQ”) 558868, dated February 23, 1995 (pro-
gramming of SecureID Card substantially transforms the card because it
gives the card its character and use as part of a security system and the
programming is a permanent change that cannot be undone); HQ 735027,
dated September 7, 1993 (programming blank media (EEPROM) with in-
structions that allow it to perform certain functions that prevent piracy of
software constitute substantial transformation); and, HQ 733085, dated July
13, 1990; but see HQ 732870, dated March 19, 1990 (formatting a blank
diskette does not constitute substantial transformation because it does not
add value, does not involve complex or highly technical operations and did
not create a new or different product); and, HQ 734518, dated June 28, 1993,
(motherboards are not substantially transformed by the implanting of the
central processing unit on the board because, whereas in Data General use
was being assigned to the PROM, the use of the motherboard had already
been determined when the importer imported it).

Scenario 1 and 2:

In Scenario 1, the base unit containing a PCA, CPU, BIOS chip, amongst
other components is placed over the hinge-up (which contains a LCD display)
in Country F. The hard disk drive and WLAN are installed and the OS and
BIOS are downloaded. In Scenario 2, the base unit and hinge-up are already
assembled in Country A before importation into Country F. After the hard-
ware components are assembled, the BIOS is downloaded onto the flash
device.

HP claims that as a result of the assembly operations performed in Country
F, the various foreign components undergo a substantial transformation,
such that the finished Elitebook becomes a product of Country F for purposes
of U.S. Government procurement. HP cites HQ 560677, dated February 3,
1998, to support the argument that the assembly operations coupled with the
BIOS download transform discrete and inoperable components into a finished
product with a different name, character and use. In HQ 560677, CBP
considered two different notebook computers manufactured in the U.S. with
parts and components from various countries. In the first scenario, the
imported chassis included the LCD and the CPU from various countries, but
the BIOS and memory modules were not included. Other imported compo-
nents were the hard disk drive (Thailand), BIOS chip (U.S.), floppy disk drive
(China), AC adapter (China), CD ROM (Japan), fax modem cards (U.S.), a
docking station (Taiwan), and memory board (Korea, Japan, or Singapore).
The assembly process in the U.S. consisted of installing the BIOS chip (which
was of U.S. origin), the memory modules, the hard disk drive, the network
interface card, and downloading the flash BIOS into non-volatile RAM. In the
second scenario, the imported chassis included the LCD screen (Taiwan), the
floppy disc drive (China), and the BIOS chip but neither the keyboard, the
CPU nor other primary chips were included. Similar components as in the
first scenario were imported and the assembly process in the U.S. consisted
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of installing the CPU processor module (of U.S. origin), the hybrid cooler, the
keyboard, the memory modules, the hard disk drive, the PCMCIA modem
card, and downloading the flash BIOS into non-volatile RAM. CBP concluded
that the foreign components used in the manufacture of the notebook com-
puters lost their separate identities and became an integral part of a note-
book computer as a result of the operations performed in the U.S.

HQ H241177, dated December 3, 2013, Ethernet switches were assembled
to completion in Malaysia and then shipped to Singapore, where U.S.-origin
software was downloaded onto the switches. CBP found that the software
downloading performed in Singapore did not amount to programming and
that the country of origin was Malaysia, where the last substantial transfor-
mation occurred.

In this case, the base unit is assembled in Country A and it includes the
antennae, printed circuit assembly, CPU, BIOS chip, keyboard, cables, con-
nectors, and speakers. The base unit is imported into Country F and the
BIOS from Country D is downloaded. Based on the facts in this case and
consistent with the Customs rulings cited above, we find that under Sce-
narios 1 and 2, the last substantial transformation of the Elitebook compo-
nents occurs in Country A. Most of the major components are sourced in
Country A, unlike HQ 560677, where the components came from various
countries and in each scenario a major component (BIOS chip or CPU) was of
U.S. origin, where the assembly occurred. Further, downloading the BIOS
does not substantially transform the Elitebook. Therefore, we find that the
country of origin for purposes of U.S. Government procurement in Scenarios
1 and 2 is Country A.

Scenario 3:

In Scenario 3, all of the hardware components are assembled in Country A
and imported into Country F. The operations that occur in Country F are
BIOS download, OS download, testing, quality control and packaging. The
issue is whether the downloading of the BIOS and OS substantially trans-
forms the notebook computer. As indicated above, the programming of a
device that defines its use generally constitutes a substantial transformation.
Software downloading by itself, however, does not amount to programming,
which involves writing, testing and implementing code necessary to make a
computer function in a certain way. See HQ H241177 (Dec. 3, 2013) supra, see
also Data General supra.

Consistent with the Customs rulings cited above, we find that the BIOS
and OS downloading does not result in a substantial transformation in
Country F. Given these facts, we find that the country where the last sub-
stantial transformation occurs is Country A, where the major assembly pro-
cesses are performed. The country of origin for purposes of U.S. Government
procurement in Scenario 3 is Country A.

Scenario 4:

Here, all of the hardware components are assembled in Country A and
imported into Country D. In Country D, the BIOS and OS are downloaded
and the Elitebook is tested for quality assurance and packaged. As indicated
above, software downloading by itself does not result in a substantial trans-
formation. Consistent with the Customs rulings cited above, we find that the
country where the last substantial transformation occurs is Country A, where
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the major assembly processes are performed. The country of origin for pur-
poses of U.S. Government procurement in Scenario 4 is Country A.

HOLDING:

Based on the facts of this case, we find that in Scenarios 1, 2, 3, and 4, the
last substantial transformation takes place in Country A. The country of
origin of the Elitebook is Country A for purposes of U.S. Government pro-
curement and country of origin marking.

Notice of this final determination will be given in the Federal Register, as
required by 19 CFR § 177.29. Any party-at-interest other than the party
which requested this final determination may request, pursuant to 19 CFR §
177.31, that CBP reexamine the matter anew and issue a new final determi-
nation. Pursuant to 19 CFR § 177.30, any party-at- interest may, within 30
days of publication of the Federal Register Notice referenced above, seek
judicial review of this final determination before the Court of International
Trade.

Sincerely,
GLEN E. VEREB

Acting Executive Director,
Regulations and Rulings,

Office of International Trade

[Published in the Federal Register, March 16, 2015 (80 FR 13589)]
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AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES:

Foreign Assembler’s Declaration

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 30-Day notice and request for comments; Extension of an
existing collection of information.

SUMMARY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) of the De-
partment of Homeland Security will be submitting the following
information collection request to the Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) for review and approval in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act: Foreign Assembler’s Declaration (with Endorsement
by Importer). This is a proposed extension of an information collection
that was previously approved. CBP is proposing that this information
collection be extended with no change to the burden hours, but no
changes to the information collected. This document is published to
obtain comments from the public and affected agencies.

DATES: Written comments should be received on or before April
15, 2015 to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are invited to submit written
comments on this proposed information collection to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget. Comments should be addressed to the OMB Desk Officer
for Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland
Security, and sent via electronic mail to
oira_submission@omb.eop.gov or faxed to (202) 395–5806.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Requests for
additional information should be directed to Tracey Denning, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Regulations and Rulings, Office of
International Trade, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC
20229–1177, at 202–325–0265.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This proposed information
collection was previously published in the Federal Register (79
FR 77021) on December 23, 2014, allowing for a 60-day comment
period. This notice allows for an additional 30 days for public
comments. This process is conducted in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.10. CBP invites the general public and other Federal agencies
to comment on proposed and/ or continuing information collections
pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13;
44 U.S.C. 3507). The comments should address: (a) Whether the
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collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including whether the information
shall have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s
estimates of the burden of the collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the burden, including the use of
automated collection techniques or the use of other forms of
information technology; and (e) the annual costs to respondents or
record keepers from the collection of information (total capital/
startup costs and operations and maintenance costs). The
comments that are submitted will be summarized and included in
the CBP request for OMB approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. In this document, CBP is soliciting
comments concerning the following information collection:

Title: Foreign Assembler’s Declaration (with Endorsement by
Importer).
OMB Number: 1651–0031.
Abstract: In accordance with 19 CFR 10.24, a Foreign
Assembler’s Declaration must be made in connection with the
entry of assembled articles under subheading 9802.00.80,
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS). This
declaration includes information such as the quantity, value and
description of the imported merchandise. The declaration is made
by the person who performed the assembly operations abroad and
it includes an endorsement by the importer. The Foreign
Assembler’s Declaration is used by CBP to determine whether
the operations performed are within the purview of subheading
9802.00.80, HTSUS and therefore eligible for preferential tariff
treatment.
19 CFR 10.24(c) and (d) require that the importer/assembler main-

tain records for 5 years from the date of the related entry and that
they make these records readily available to CBP for audit, inspec-
tion, copying, and reproduction. Instructions for complying with this
regulation are posted on the CBP.gov Web site at: http://
www.cbp.gov/trade/trade-community/outreach-programs/trade-
agreements/nafta/repairs-alterations/subchpt-9802.

Current Actions: CBP proposes to extend the expiration date of
this information collection with no change to the burden hours or to
the information collected.
Type of Review: Extension (without change).
Affected Public: Businesses.
Estimated Number of Respondents/Recordkeepers: 2,730.
Estimated Time per Response/Recordkeeping: 55 minutes.
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Estimated Number of Responses/Recordkeeping per Re-
spondent: 128.
Estimated Total Annual Burden Hours: 320,087.

Dated: March 9, 2015.
TRACEY DENNING,

Agency Clearance Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 16, 2015 (80 FR 13601)]

◆

AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES:

Application for Allowance in Duties

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 30-Day notice and request for comments; revision of an
existing collection of information.

SUMMARY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) of the De-
partment of Homeland Security will be submitting the following
information collection request to the Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) for review and approval in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act: Application for Allowance in Duties. CBP is proposing
that this information collection be extended with no change to the
burden hours. This document is published to obtain comments from
the public and affected agencies.

DATES: Written comments should be received on or before April
15, 2015 to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are invited to submit written
comments on this proposed information collection to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget. Comments should be addressed to the OMB Desk Officer
for Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland
Security, and sent via electronic mail to
oira_submission@omb.eop.gov or faxed to (202) 395–5806.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Requests for
additional information should be directed to Tracey Denning, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Regulations and Rulings, Office of
International Trade, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC
20229–1177, at 202–325–0265.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This proposed information
collection was previously published in the Federal Register (79
FR 77019) on December 23, 2014, allowing for a 60-day comment
period. This notice allows for an additional 30 days for public
comments. This process is conducted in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.10. CBP invites the general public and other Federal agencies
to comment on proposed and/ or continuing information collections
pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13;
44 U.S.C. 3507). The comments should address: (a) Whether the
collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including whether the information
shall have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s
estimates of the burden of the collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the burden, including the use of
automated collection techniques or the use of other forms of
information technology; and (e) the annual costs to respondents or
record keepers from the collection of information (total capital/
startup costs and operations and maintenance costs). The
comments that are submitted will be summarized and included in
the CBP request for OMB approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. In this document, CBP is soliciting
comments concerning the following information collection:

Title: Application for Allowance in Duties.
OMB Number: 1651–0007.
Form Number: Form 4315.
Abstract: CBP Form 4315, “Application for Allowance in
Duties,” is submitted to CBP in instances of claims of damaged or
defective imported merchandise on which an allowance in duty is
made in the liquidation of the entry. The information on this
form is used to substantiate an importer’s claim for such duty
allowances. CBP Form 4315 is authorized by 19 U.S.C. 1506 and
provided for by 19 CFR 158.11, 158.13 and 158.23. This form is
accessible at: http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
CBP%20Form%204315_0.pdf.
Current Actions: CBP proposes to extend the expiration date of
this information collection with no change to the burden hours or
to Form 4315.
Type of Review: Extension (without change).
Affected Public: Businesses.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 12,000.
Estimated Number of Total Annual Responses: 12,000.
Estimated Time per Response: 8 minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden Hours: 1,600.
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Dated: March 9, 2015.
TRACEY DENNING,

Agency Clearance Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 16, 2015 (80 FR 13592)]

◆

AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES:

Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeitures and
Penalties Incurred

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 30-Day notice and request for comments; extension of an
existing collection of information.

SUMMARY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) of the De-
partment of Homeland Security will be submitting the following
information collection request to the Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) for review and approval in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act: Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeitures and
Penalties Incurred (CBP Form 4609). This is a proposed extension of
an information collection that was previously approved. CBP is pro-
posing that this information collection be extended with a change to
the burden hours, but no changes to the information collected. This
document is published to obtain comments from the public and af-
fected agencies.

DATES: Written comments should be received on or before April
13, 2015 to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are invited to submit written
comments on this proposed information collection to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget. Comments should be addressed to the OMB Desk Officer
for Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland
Security, and sent via electronic mail to
oira_submission@omb.eop.gov or faxed to (202) 395–5806.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Requests for
additional information should be directed to Tracey Denning, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Regulations and Rulings, Office of
International Trade, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC
20229–1177, at 202–325–0265.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This proposed information
collection was previously published in the Federal Register (79
FR 77019) on December 23, 2014, allowing for a 60-day comment
period. This notice allows for an additional 30 days for public
comments. This process is conducted in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.10. CBP invites the general public and other Federal agencies
to comment on proposed and/or continuing information collections
pursuant to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13;
44 U.S.C. 3507). The comments should address: (a) Whether the
collection of information is necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including whether the information
shall have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s
estimates of the burden of the collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the burden, including the use of
automated collection techniques or the use of other forms of
information technology; and (e) the annual costs to respondents or
record keepers from the collection of information (total capital/
startup costs and operations and maintenance costs). The
comments that are submitted will be summarized and included in
the CBP request for OMB approval. All comments will become a
matter of public record. In this document, CBP is soliciting
comments concerning the following information collection:

Title: Petition for Remission or Mitigation of Forfeitures and
Penalties Incurred.
OMB Number: 1651–0100.
Form Number: Form 4609.
Abstract: CBP Form 4609, Petition for Remission or Mitigation
of Forfeitures and Penalties Incurred, is completed and filed with
the CBP Port Director by individuals who have been found to be
in violation of one or more provisions of the Tariff Act of 1930, or
other laws administered by CBP. Persons who violate the Tariff
Act are entitled to file a petition seeking mitigation of any
statutory penalty imposed or remission of a statutory forfeiture
incurred. This petition is submitted on CBP Form 4609. The
information provided on this form is used by CBP personnel as a
basis for granting relief from forfeiture or penalty. CBP Form
4609 is authorized by 19 U.S.C. 1618 and provided for by 19 CFR
171.1. It is accessible at: http://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/
files/documents/CBP%20Form%204609.pdf
Current Actions: CBP proposes to extend the expiration date of
this information collection with a change to the burden hours
resulting from updated estimates of the number of responses.
There are no changes to the information collected.
Type of Review: Extension (with change).
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Affected Public: Businesses.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 1,610.
Estimated Number of Total Annual Responses: 1,610.
Estimated Time per Response: 14 minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden Hours: 376.

Dated: March 4, 2015.
TRACEY DENNING,

Agency Clearance Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 13, 2015 (80 FR 13397)]

◆

AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES:

Vessel Entrance or Clearance Statement

AGENCY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day Notice and request for comments; Extension of an
existing collection of information.

SUMMARY: U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) of the De-
partment of Homeland Security will be submitting the following
information collection request to the Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) for review and approval in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act: Vessel of Entrance or Clearance Statement (CBP Form
1300). CBP is proposing that this information collection be extended
with no change to the burden hours or to the information collected.
This document is published to obtain comments from the public and
affected agencies.

DATES: Written comments should be received on or before May
11, 2015 to be assured of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, Attn: Tracey Denning, Regulations and Rulings,
Office of International Trade, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor,
Washington, DC 20229–1177.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Requests for
additional information should be directed to Tracey Denning, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, Regulations and Rulings, Office of
International Trade, 90 K Street NE., 10th Floor, Washington, DC
20229–1177, at 202–325–0265.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: CBP invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections pursuant to the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (Public Law 104–13; 44 U.S.C. 3507). The
comments should address: (a) Whether the collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the information shall have practical
utility; (b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimates of the burden of
the collection of information; (c) ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden including the use of automated collection
techniques or the use of other forms of information technology; and
(e) the annual cost burden to respondents or record keepers from
the collection of information (total capital/startup costs and
operations and maintenance costs). The comments that are
submitted will be summarized and included in the CBP request for
OMB approval. All comments will become a matter of public record.
In this document, CBP is soliciting comments concerning the
following information collection:

Title: Vessel Entrance or Clearance Statement.
OMB Number: 1651–0019.
Form Number: CBP Form 1300.
Abstract: CBP Form 1300, Vessel Entrance or Clearance
Statement, is used to collect essential commercial vessel data at
time of formal entrance and clearance in U.S. ports. The form
allows the master to attest to the truthfulness of all CBP forms
associated with the manifest package, and collects information
about the vessel, cargo, purpose of entrance, certificate numbers,
and expiration for various certificates. It also serves as a record
of fees and tonnage tax payments in order to prevent
overpayments. CBP Form 1300 was developed through
agreement by the United Nations Intergovernmental Maritime
Consultative Organization (IMCO) in conjunction with the United
States and various other countries. This form is authorized by 19
U.S.C. 1431, 1433, and 1434, and provided for by 19 CFR 4.7-
4.9, and accessible at
http://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/publications/forms?title=1300.
Current Actions: CBP proposes to extend the expiration date of
this information collection with no change to the burden hours or
to the information being collected.
Type of Review: Extension (without change).
Affected Public: Businesses.
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Estimated Number of Respondents: 12,000.
Estimated Number of Responses per Respondent: 22.
Estimated Total Annual Responses: 264,000.
Estimated Time per Response: 30 minutes.
Estimated Total Annual Burden Hours: 132,000.

Dated: March 4, 2015.
TRACEY DENNING,

Agency Clearance Officer,
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

[Published in the Federal Register, March 11, 2015 (80 FR 12829)]
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